
 
   

Volume #32, Issue 9    September 2018

913.432.4141 // www.nallave.org

For months now, a group of nine Nall members have been meeting each week to 
train, plan and prepare their hearts to lead six care ministries that launch Monday, 
Sept. 10. The ministries are aimed at those in the community who are walking 
through some of life’s most difficult circumstances with the intent of teaching them to 
process their pain and lean into God as their ultimate source of help.

“These leaders have been pouring their whole selves into praying and preparing for 
their ministries,” said Kelly Jackson, who has helped guide the teams. “The Lord is 
already working through them and I am eager to see how He moves through these 
ministries.”

The six ministries are:
• Discovering Hope: A Mental Health Support Group led by Katelyn Andersen,
• DivorceCare led by J.D. and Alberta Bittel, and Nita Tomlinson,
• DivorceCare4Kids led by JoBeth Ryman with support from other Nall volunteers,
• GriefShare, led by DeAnna Lang,
• Prodigal Hope, a support group for loved ones of prodigals, led by John and Joanna Cowel,
• Renew: A Self-Care Class led by Toni Friend.

All of these groups meet at 6:30 pm, Mondays. Details and registration can be found at www.nallave.org/hope.
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TEAM READY FOR MONDAY NIGHT CARE MINISTRIES 

The fall semester of Wednesday Night Dinner and Studies starts Sept. 5. As in the past, dinner is served 5:00 to 6:00 pm in 
the CLC/Gym. This is a catered, buffet-style meal for $6/person or $17 max per family. Reservations are required. Contact 
the church office by 4 pm Mondays, or RSVP at www.nallave.org/wednesdaydinner.

Bible studies begin at 6:30 pm. Awana is for kids ages 3 through 8th grade. Youth will meet in the Youth Area. The adult 
studies are “Finding I Am” taught by Lori Andersen and Marie Clark, and “Jesus Among Secular Gods” taught by Pastor Joe 
Funderburk and Mark Miller. To register for any of the 6:30 pm activities, please go to the church website, www.nallave.org, 
or contact the church office.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER AND STUDIES RETURN



WHY HAS NALL CALL CHANGED?

page 2

Last month, Nall Call appeared for the first time in recent history as a 
four-page newsletter instead of six pages. This change reflects not only 
evolving needs of readership but also a need to better steward church 
resources and staff time.

Over the last decade (and longer) the way people consume information has 
drastically changed. Today, audiences more frequently rely on web-based 
or electronic forms of communication. As such, church staff have focused 
on improving communication via methods such as the church website, 
email and social media. They also have an eye toward growing demand 
for other methods of communication, such as mass text messaging, video 
and audio. Print, while it still has a valuable place in communication efforts, is in less demand than it was just 10 years ago. 

All of this plays into decisions involving allocation of church resources and staff time. Going from six pages to four pages 
not only alleviates pressure on budget dollars and limited resources, but also frees up staff to focus on other needs. Also 
in this vein, hard copies of Nall Call are now mailed only to homebound and out-of-town subscribers. Extra hard copies are 
available at the Welcome Center. Electronic copies are available at any time on the church website, www.nallave.org/news. 

The reduction of pages also meant a re-evaluation of what content can be included in the more limited space. Nall Call 
stands out from other forms of communication in that it is a place where stories can be told (like a magazine) rather than 
simply facts and information relayed (like a bulletin board). Generally speaking, priority is given to content that tells stories 
of how Nall people are living out the mission of Christ; appeals to half or more of the congregation; and/or promotes special 
events that Nall people can use as an opportunity to invite others. Other content is included at the discretion of the staff.

Nall Call will continue to play a vital role in keeping the Nall family informed and inspired, while also adapting to change. 
Questions about the changes can be directed to Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org. 

MOTHERS GROUP EXPANDS IN RESPONSE TO NEED
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“We just couldn’t squeeze in one more mom or one more child into our child care 
rooms,” said Joanna Unruh, coordinator for the Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
group. “We were at the point our members couldn’t invite anyone, and that’s a problem 
because part of the MOPS vision is to be invitational.” 

MOPS, and its companion group MOMSnext, which comprises moms of elementary-
age kids, used to meet only on the first and third Thursdays of the month at 9:30 am in 
the Foyer. The second group will meet on the second and fourth Thursday mornings. 
Both groups will meet September through May.

Adding the second group opens up more breathing room for child care and allows for 
group members to reach out to moms they know who are looking for community with 
a faith focus. 

“The early years of motherhood can be isolating and a hard transition to make, which 
is why one of the goals of MOPS and MOMSnext is to reach out to women in that life 
stage and encourage them with God’s Word and fellowship with other women who 
understand what they’re going through,” Joanna said.

More information about MOPS can be found at www.nallave.org/mops.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Labor Day, Sept. 3
Church office closed.

Wednesday Dinner & Studies 
begin, Sept. 5
Learn more on Page 1.

MOPS/MOMSnext begins, Sept. 6
Learn more on Page 2.

Men’s Breakfast, Sept. 10
6:30 am, Santa Fe Cafe, 87th St., 
Overland Park. All men welcome. 
No RSVP needed.

Monday night care ministries 
begin, Sept. 10
Learn more on Page 1.

KC Rescue Mission, Sept. 11
5:30 pm. Carpool from church to 
serve meal at men’s center.

Women’s BSF begins, Sept. 12
More information on the Bible Study 
Fellowship group that meets at Nall 
can be found at www.nallave.org/
women.

JOY Seniors Luncheon, Sept. 13
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Features 
dramatization of the Book of 
Philippians by guest Rob Moritz. 
Bring potluck dish or $4 contribution.

Monthly Student Serve Night, 
Sept. 26
6:30 pm, meet in Youth Area. Details 
coming soon.

LOOK AHEAD AT FALL 2018

Trivia Night FUNdraiser is Friday, 
Oct. 12.

Fall Festival is Sunday, Oct. 28.

Full list of all events and 
activities:
www.nallave.org/events. 

SNAPSHOTS

The Men’s Summer Softball pre-
sented an opportunity for Nall 
men to build relationships with 
men from their circles of influ-
ence and encourage them in life 
and sport. The team played at 
Heritage Park in Olathe during 
June and July.
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GEORGE DESILVA IS NEW FACILITIES COORDINATOR
George DeSilva started as facilities coordinator on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8. He is semi-retired with 30 years of 
experience in facilities management. He and his wife, 
Donneta, have two grown children and live in Kansas 
City, Mo. George was born in Venezuela and immigrated 
with his family to America at age 4. In his spare time, he 
enjoys helping friends and neighbors with electrical and 
maintenance needs. 

George works closely with Mark Miller, minister of 
worship and administration. All requests for building usage and maintenance should 
be submitted to Mark at mark@nallave.org or 913-432-4141. 

Karen Kessler (front) helps the 
MOPS leaders prepare for the 
mothers group’s Open House 
on Thursday, Aug. 23. The event 
welcomed prospective members 
who were interested in learning 
more about the group, which has 
expanded to meet need. Learn 
more on Page 2.

The volunteers behind the 
Monday night care ministries 
(featured on page 1) meet on 
Monday, Aug. 27, for a dinner to 
commemorate months of prepa-
ration and mark “go time” for the 
ministries’ kick-off. 

Have a Nall snapshot to share? Email it to Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org
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About Nall Call
Nall Call is the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Special assistance: Neal Williams

Photography this issue: Lori Andersen, Sara Brunsvold, Kelly Jackson
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WHAT IS REAL-LIFE DISCIPLESHIP AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR NALL? 
by Joe Funderburk, Senior Pastor

In the last year many of you have probably heard a thing or two about 
Real-Life Discipleship, but you might not be fully aware of what it is and 
what it has to do with our church. 

In the past few years, the Senior Leadership Team has continued to 
work through our vision, understanding what it means and how it should 
be applied. Our vision statement is as follows:

We will glorify God and make disciples by transforming lives, building 
relationships and impacting communities through Jesus Christ.

The beginning part of our vision statement lines up with the command 
Jesus gave the disciples as He ascended into heaven (Matthew 28:18-
20, the Great Commission). But what does that actually mean and how 
do we accomplish that mission? As we researched that question, we found many different definitions of a disciple and many 
different ideas about what making disciples is all about. Then I came upon a relational discipleship model known as Real-life 
Discipleship.  

In 2017, five of us on Senior Leadership Team traveled to Idaho to a workshop in a church that practices this model. We 
had the opportunity to experience how they approach making disciples and were able to ask questions about what that 
might look like here at NABC. To be honest, I was a little skeptical, but when I saw the model in action, it was clear to me 
this approach works. 

In the past year, we have been taking small groups of people through this 12-week training so that we could begin speaking 
the same language about discipleship. As a church staff, we have been working through changing our ministry model to 
align with more intentional, relational discipleship. We believe it is time to begin implementing some key changes here in our 
congregation to move us toward becoming an intentional, disciple-making model.

This fall, we will launch three pilot home groups of those who have gone through training. They will begin operating under 
the Real-life Discipleship model. Many things you will recognize about these groups will be the same including: Bible 
study, prayer and fellowship. One key difference will be the missional aspect. We want to take these groups to a new level, 
challenging participants to be very intentional so that spiritual growth takes place first within the hearts and lives of those in 
the group. We also believe that each member of the group needs to take steps toward learning to lead others to Christ and 
disciple young believers in their faith. These groups will exist to multiply and plant new groups moving forward.  

Please pray for the staff and others who will be a part of these pilot home groups as we begin to learn this new model. Our 
goal is to model this for the congregation and to celebrate what God is going to do. 

If you have further questions about this discipleship model or would like to go through the training, please contact anyone on 
the staff and we will get you in a training group starting up this fall on Sunday and Tuesday evenings at members’ homes.


