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THE DANGER OF EMPTY ACHIEVEMENT by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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On Aug. 25–27, about 230 high school and middle school students met together at 
YouthFront Camp West in Edgerton, KS, for a retreat that included space to play, 
learn and build community. Those students hailed from Colonial Presbyterian Church, 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Heartland Community Church, as well as Nall Avenue.
Normally retreats are smaller crowds, but this one had a different purpose. The other 
youth pastors and I have been friends for a while. We meet regularly to discuss 
ministry and pray for students in our city. In one of our gatherings, one of the questions 
we were asking ourselves was, Do our students see themselves as having a role 
and being individual members of the body of Christ? Not only that, do they see that 
other believers, even in other churches, make up an even larger body known as the Church (big “C”)? We didn’t think so. 
We wanted desperately for students to see and grasp the importance of a unified body of believers glorifying God together. 
Before we knew it, we had a retreat planned with the theme “United: The Problem, Power and Purpose of Spiritual Families.” 
Throughout the weekend we worshiped as one body through music, teaching and discussion. Let me tell you, nothing can 
bring this man to tears like hearing 230 students lifting their voices together singing praises to our Lord. 

In our sessions we encountered the problem of not being unified as a church: Sin. Sin doesn’t make us bad, it makes us 
dead. We learned the four common unity killers in the Church are pride, gossip, comparison and unresolved conflict. We 
also learned that the solution to this problem is Christ, and Jesus doesn’t make us good, He makes us alive so that we can 
bring glory to His name. When the church is unified, God is glorified!

Some people spend their lives in the constant pursuit of one particular achievement only to 
discover emptiness exists in the completed dream. Achievement can be seductive, but when it 
comes detached from a deeper understanding of our purpose in life, it will only disappoint in the 
end. Take a moment to consider the life experience of journalist Jon Krakauer. In 1996 he was 
part of an expedition with an inspiring and very difficult goal: to conquer the peak of Mt. Everest. 
His 1997 book Into Thin Air details the harrowing pursuit of this dream, which included the loss of 
eight lives along the way. 

In his book, Krakauer chronicles his feelings on May 10, 1996, the day they finally reached the 
highest place on earth:

  “Straddling the top of the world, one foot in China and the other in Nepal,
  I cleared the ice from my oxygen mask, hunched a shoulder against the
  wind and stared absently down at the vastness of Tibet. I understood on
  some dim, detached level that the sweep of earth beneath my feet was a
  spectacular sight. I’d been fantasizing about this moment, and the release
  of emotion that would accompany it, for many months. But now that I was
  finally here, actually standing on the summit of Everest, I just couldn’t 
  summon the energy to care ... I snapped 4 quick photos ... then turned and
  headed down. My watch read 1:17 pm. All told, I’d spent less than five
  minutes on the roof of the world.”

Although we can understand his reaction because of his traumatic experience to get to his goal, the reality is we will all 
have difficult patches to endure as we pursue goals. The difference for us, as followers of Christ, is we can keep pursuing 
the peak and through it all retain joy and contentment in the moment. When our ultimate aim is not a particular peak but in 
pleasing the Maker of those peaks, we can look down from the mountain in victory. The joy is not in the view from the roof of 
the world, but in thankfulness for the Lord who put us there. What achievements are you pursuing today? When you reach 
the top will you be able to celebrate, or have you taken your eyes off the ultimate goal? Don’t allow yourself to get to the 
peak only to face emptiness as your companion.

FALL YOUTH RETREAT TEACHES IMPORTANCE OF UNITY AMONG THE BIG-C CHURCH by 
Lewis Jones, interim minister of students
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Students (and young guest Liam Jones, center, son of Lewis Jones) participate 
in the Youth Fall Retreat, Aug. 26. Nall was one of four local churches gathered 

for the retreat at Youthfront Camp West in Edgerton, KS.
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SNAPSHOTS

Guest speaker Karol Adams presents her testimony at the Heart of the 
Homosexual Luncheon, Aug. 20. About 120 people attended the event, which 

included a Q&A session with Karol and Pastor Joe Funderburk.
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VENDORS SOUGHT FOR 
UPCOMING FAIR

The MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
group will host its annual Winter 
Wondermart vendor fair on Saturday, 
Nov. 11, 9 am to 4 pm in the CLC/Gym. 
Vendor signups are currently underway 
online. Crafters, food vendors, direct 
sales and more welcome to apply.

Both rentals are $25 for a shared 8-foot 
table, and $50 for a full 8-foot table or 
open floor space. Rental fees go toward 
the MOPS’ ministry budget.

Applications are being accepted at 
www.nallave.org/mops.

Sisters Krista (front) and Elli Brunsvold immediately after getting baptized 
together, Aug. 27.

SEARCH TEAM FORMED 
FOR NEW MUSIC 
MINISTER
A seven-person search team has 
been formed to find, evaluate and 
recommend candidates for the open 
minister of music position.

The team was presented and voted on 
at the July 30 Business Meeting. The 
members, which represent a cross-
section of the congregation, are:

Kristi DeMint, Chair
Ken Bell
Marie Clark
Mary Dennington
Chris Hart
Charles Rocklage
Danica Stull

The team began meeting in mid-August 
and will continue meeting frequently as 
the search unfolds over the next many 
months. 

When the time comes, the team’s top 
candidate will be presented to the 
congregation for vote.
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Vera Smith insists her story isn’t “that special,” but to know the 
story of her longstanding role as children’s teacher at Nall is to 
know how God can use those who love Him in inspiring, glorifying 
ways. He can use each of His children to bring “roots out of a dry 
ground,” as Vera likes to say. She has a palpable love for teach-
ing that has grown over time as she relied more on God for the 
provision to carry on—and a love that has taught God’s Truths to 
generations of families in the process.

“Mrs. Vera,” who soon turns 89, retired from teaching at Nall at 
the end of August. She started teaching children at Nall in 1972. 
Her experience as an educator, however, precedes her time on 
this edge of Kansas.

She grew up during the Great Depression in a smalll Texas town, 
where life centered on cotton farming, school and church. She 
accepted Christ at age 10, and at age 14, she committed to fulfilling the Lord’s will for her life. That same year, she began 
teaching children, starting with VBS.

“I have taught children ever since in some capacity,” she said, 74 years later. “It’s been a joy not only to teach children, but 
also to work with wonderful, dedicated coworkers.”

Vera worked her way through college, graduating from Howard Payne University with a degree in elementary education. On 
that Brownwood, Texas campus she met Bill Smith, a future pastor and her future husband. She used her education to teach 
first in the Lonestar State while Bill was in seminary, then in several Kansas towns where Bill pastored.

Eventually, the Smiths found their way to Nall, where they raised their two daughters. Not long after arriving at Nall, Vera 
began applying her skills to teach children about the Lord she fell in love with as a child.

“I love to see them interact and love Bible stories and get acquainted with Jesus,” she said. “I love their excitement and ea-
gerness to learn.” She has spent the last 22 years specifically in the 1st and 2nd grade classroom, and she has seen many 
of her former students accept Christ and go on to become leaders, whether at Nall or in their new church homes.

“The greatest joy for me is to see them mature and trust the Lord and become leaders in spiritual work,” she said, revealing 
her heart for God’s will and power at work in His children’s lives, including in her own.

“I appreciate the Lord has given me the physical and men-
tal strength,” she said. “I really tried to use what He gave 
me.”

Retirement has welled up many emotions for Vera. Al-
though she longs to teach the new crop of first graders at 
Nall, she believes the Lord is calling her to rest. Her hope 
is a new generation of teachers will embrace the role she 
has dearly loved for so many years.

As she can attest, many rewards await those who do.

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’” Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE: Vera Smith retires from teaching
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Promotion Sunday, Sept. 3
Where applicable, kids will move to 
the next class/grade up.

Men’s Coffee, Sept. 5
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. 
All men welcome. Meet in upstairs 
cafe.

Wednesday Night Dinner begins, 
Sept. 6
5–6 pm. Make a new standing 
reservation for this year, if you 
desire. Last year’s reservations will 
not carry over.

Awana Clubs begin, Sept. 6
6:30 pm. Parent meeting the first 
night in Sanctuary.

MOPS begins, Sept. 7
9:30 am in the Foyer. Mothers of 
Preschoolers (MOPS) meets the first 
and third Thursdays through May. 

Guest speaker, Sept. 10 & 17
In Pastor Joe’s absence, Interim 
Minister of Students Lewis Jones will 
speak at both services.

Adult Wednesday Studies begin, 
Sept. 13
6:30 pm. See left for list of studies.

JOY Luncheon, Sept. 14
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. MoKan Reunion 
Band to perform. Bring a potluck dish 
to share or $4. 

Business Meeting, Sept. 24
5 pm, Sanctuary. 

Meet the Staff, Oct. 1
9:30 am, Library. For those newer to 
Nall who wish to meet and hear from 
ministry and support staff.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS ARE BACK: What to know
It’s September, which means Wednesday Night Dinner and Discipleship studies start 
up for another exciting year. 

Starting Sept. 6:

Dinner: 5–6 pm (note new end time for food service), $6/person or $17 max per 
household. Please make a new standing reservation for this year if you desire to 
have one. Last year’s standing reservations will not carry over.

Awana Clubs: 6:30 pm, for kids age 3 (by 8/31/17 and potty trained) through 8th 
grade. $25/clubber for the year; includes workbook, uniform and prizes.

Awana Parents Meeting: On Sept. 6, all Awana parents are asked to meet in the 
Sanctuary. Learn what to expect for the Awana year.

Starting Sept. 13:

Adult studies begin at 6:30 pm. Studies are:

Love and Logic Parenting: Learn to parent without nagging, yelling and all the 
drama. Three sessions. Led by Katie Shonkwiler. No materials cost. 

Man Up: Men’s study based on Daybreak International’s cowboy church material. 
Meets all semester long. Led by Steve Reed. No materials cost.

When Helping Hurts: Learn a biblical approach to poverty alleviation that relies on 
relationships rather than temporary handouts. Six sessions. Led by Gerrie Orr. 

Gospel Project Teachers Class: For Core Group teachers and leaders to dive 
deeper into the upcoming lesson. Meets all semester long. Led by Bob Clark, Sr. No 
materials cost or need for registration.

Register: www.nallave.org/wednesdaystudies or call the office, 913-432-4141.

Starting Sept. 20:

GriefShare: Meets at 6:30 pm for 13 weeks. For those who are walking through grief.  
Led by DeAnna Lang. Register: www.nallave.org/griefshare.
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Karla Bauer-Tate was named the interim worship leader by 
Personnel Committee in late August. Karla has been filling 
in as guest worship leader since July. She will serve as 
interim until a new minister of music joins the staff. 

To learn more about the search for the minister of music, 
see Page 3.

BAUER-TATE NAMED INTERIM WORSHIP LEADER
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Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 
     3:00 pm    Senior Leadership Team

Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays  
      9:00 am Bible Study Fellowship
    (Begins 9/13)
     5:00 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
   6:30 pm Youth Study
     GriefShare (begins 9/20)
    Bible Study
   Awana
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September Activities    
    3   Promotion Sunday, 9:30 am

    4   Labor Day, office cLoseD    
      5   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

     6   Wednesday Night Dinner begins  
   5 pm

           Youth Fall Kickoff, 6:30 pm

     7   mops Meeting, 9:30 am

   10   Lord’s Supper, 8:15 & 10:45 am

    12   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm 
   14   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am    
   17   Committee/Team Meetings, 4 pm

    20   mops Meeting, 9:30 am        
    24   Business Meeting, 5 pm  

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Sept. 3: Culver’s, 6005 Metcalf, Mission

Sept. 10: PepperJax Grille, 5922 Barkley, Mission

Sept. 17: Goodcents Deli, 6250 Johnson Drive, Mission

Sept. 24:  Dos Reales, 8841 W. 75th St. (75th & Antioch), Overland Park

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Gary Barber, Sara 
Brunsvold, Lewis Jones
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
We welcome our new members:
Ron Bennett, letter of transfer
Debbie Coleman, letter of transfer
Elli Brunsvold, baptism
Krista Brunsvold, baptism
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