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Walk into the third- through fifth-grade Awana classroom on a Wednesday 
night and you will notice a big difference over last year. Instead of the room 
being split into two large groups, one boys and one girls, the children are now 
split into smaller groups each led by a dedicated teacher. This small group 
structure is new to grade 3 and above. The teacher has the opportunity to 
more thoughtfully guide each student through a lesson and Scripture memory 
verse for the week. 

The children and teachers can now have more meaningful discussion around 
the lesson, and it encourages children to focus on learning what the Scripture 
means rather than only memorizing the words in order to earn “shares,” a 
reward points system. Children still earn shares for memorizing the verse and 
for other accomplishments, and they will “spend” those shares on prizes at the 
end-of-semester Awana Store. 

The new structure has been well-received by children and teachers alike.

“As a leader, I have already seen value in this new structure,” says Kirra Karam 
(pictured), who leads fifth-grade girls. “I hope the kids enjoy and experience a 
new depth as well.”
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AWANA’S NEW SMALL GROUP STRUCTURE HELPS BUILD MEANINGFUL 
CONNECTIONS

One of the most competitive nights of the year! Tables of eight will compete to be the trivia champs, all while enjoying 
fellowship and contributing to a potentially life-changing experience for a child or teen. The cost is $20 per player, and all  
proceeds go to a scholarship fund for children and teens wishing to go to summer camp but face financial barriers to do so. 
Remember to come dressed for the “international” theme to earn extra points. Friends and family are welcome. Reserve an 
entire eight-person table if you wish. Light appetizers will be served, and child care is provided with registration only.

Trivia Night is Friday, Oct. 12, 6:00 - 9:00 pm, in the CLC/Gym. Learn more and register at www.nallave.org/trivianight.

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER IS OCT. 12



GIFT BASKETS LEAD TO RELATIONSHIP WITH LOCAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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“Wow! We feel so loved!”

This is one of many inscriptions written on two thank-you cards (pictured) 
from the teachers and staff at Santa Fe Trail Elementary. During Missions 
Week this past July, Nall volunteers packed baskets full of school supplies 
and delivered them to the school in time for the students’ return from 
summer break. Enough supplies were donated by Nall that each teacher 
and paraprofessional received a basket.

This outreach has led to a blossoming relationship. The school, located at 
71st and Lamar, is the closest elementary school to the church and serves 
families with a large range of needs. 

The Missions Committee is working with the school to form an ongoing 
partnership. This partnership will be facilitated through an organization 
called Caring for Kids KC, which provides a centralized process for area 
schools to find community and church partners willing to help meet the 
needs of students, staff and families.

Typically, the assistance a church provides to a school through Caring for 
Kids KC includes things such as mentoring, reading to students, providing 
an on-site clothes closet or assisting teachers in the classroom. The 
assistance could also take the form of projects, such as donating food 
baskets or grounds clean-up.

The Missions Committee is in discussions with school staff about what 
ways our church can best serve the school community. 

“The faculty is very excited to partner with us to love their students and families,” said Gerrie Orr, Missions Committee chair. 
She adds that she hopes Nall will have an opportunity to do something for the school for Christmas.

As opportunities are identified, the Missions Committee will communicate to the church. In the meantime, prayer is requested. 

“We are praying for the door to be opened so we may build Kingdom relationships,” Gerrie said. “Please join us.”

MARLEY RUPLE JOINS STAFF AS RECEPTIONIST
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Marley Ruple started as receptionist on Monday, Sept. 10. 

She will work part-time, primarily in the mornings. Her responsibilities include answering 
the phone and doorbell, helping manage the office and assisting with other administrative 
tasks. Other support staff members will work closely with Marley, and she will report to 
Kelly Jackson.

Originally from Arkansas, Marley moved to Kansas City in August to begin pursuing a 
master’s degree in counseling from the Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Last 
year, she spent six months in the Philippines working with missionaries in an orphanage. 
After completing her three-year study for her master’s, she hopes to work with nonprofits 
or possibly missions organizations. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Breakfast, Oct. 1
6:30 am, Santa Fe Cafe, 87th St., 
Overland Park. All men welcome. 
No RSVP needed.

Peanut Butter Drive, Oct. 7-14
Drop off unopened jars of peanut 
butter in the blue bins in the main 
entrance or central hallway. In 
partnership with the City of Prairie 
Village and Harvesters Food Bank.

Youth Sunday, Oct. 7
Lewis Jones, minister of students, 
will preach at both services. Youth 
will serve during the services in 
various capacities.

KC Rescue Mission, Oct. 9
5:30 pm. Carpool from church to 
serve meal at men’s center.

JOY Seniors Luncheon, Oct. 11
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Featuring guest 
speaker Caroll Oliver presenting on 
signs of dementia and the functions 
of hospice care. Bring potluck dish 
or $4.

Trivia Night FUNdraiser, Oct. 12
6:00-9:00 pm, CLC/Gym. See details 
on Page 1.

Upward Evaluation Nights, Oct. 
16 and 18
6:00-8:00 pm, starting in Foyer. 
All players required to attend one 
evaluation. Arrive anytime within the 
two-hour block.

Fall Festival, Oct. 28
3:00-5:00 pm, north parking lot 
(indoors if inclement weather). 
Detials and volunteer registration at 
www.nallave.org. 

Full list of all events and 
activities:
www.nallave.org/events. 

SNAPSHOTS

Despite an entire day of rain 
beforehand, the middle and high 
school students were able to 
enjoy a night of sand volleyball 
during their Fall Kick-Off Night 
on Sept. 5. Their sponsors 
joined them in the fun.
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UPWARD REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Upward basketball is for children in kindgergarten through 
6th grade. The goal is to not only teach the fundamentals 
of the game but also build character and foster a personal 
relationship with Jesus. 

The cost is $100 per player for the season. This fee 
includes uniforms, awards and an end-of-season 
celebration for players and their families. All players must 

attend one evaluation night, either Oct. 16 or 18. Arrive anytime between 6:00  and 
8:00 pm. 

Registration is now open at www.nallave.org/upward. 

The first MOPS/MOMSnext 
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 
6, saw a sunny Foyer filled 
with women (and babies). The 
mothers groups have expanded, 
allowing for more women to 
attend. Women from across the 
metro come to the meetings for 
fellowship as well as godly en-
couragement from the presenta-
tions and the “mentor moms.”

Rob Moritz of Dramatic Impact 
Ministries gave a dramatiza-
tion of the Book of Philippians 
at the Sept. 13 JOY Luncheon. 
Dressed for the part, Moritz 
spoke and interacted with the 
audience as Apostle Paul. 

Have a Nall snapshot to share? Email it to Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org
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As featured in the August issue of Nall Call, the materials housed in the church 
library have seen a paring down in the last year. This reduction is a direct result of 
the lack of demand. A large portion of the books in the library had not been checked 
out in decades. These books were donated to a local ministry organization. With 
the removal of the books also came the removal of bookshelves, which left a large 
empty space in the library.

That space now features couches, armchairs and small tables, all designed to be a 
comfortable, homey gathering place for groups, classes or personal fellowship.

About Nall Call
Nall Call is the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Special assistance: Neal Williams

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Anelda Clancy, Kelly Jackson, Lewis 
Jones
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LIBRARY SPACE TAKES ON NEW PURPOSE

THE REAL REASON WE HAVE FALL FESTIVAL

Fall Fesitval is one of the largest special events Nall hosts all year. It is designed 
to be highly visible and highly attractive. But why?

Our vision as a church is to make disciples by building relationships, 
transforming lives and impacting communities through Jesus Christ. We have 
the rich opportunity to live out that vision during Fall Festival.

While Fall Festival is a chance to fellowship with the Nall family, the underlying 
purpose is to show Christ-honoring hospitality to our community. Some of these 
guests have a relationship with Jesus, but many do not. Many are only there 
for the free stuff, and that’s okay, because a host gives generously as they are 
able. Our goal is to make the most of the time we have with our guests. 

No matter what your role will be during the Festival, whether you are serving as a 
carnival game attendant, a Chili Cookoff contestant, a trunk-or-treat participant, 
or an attendee, look for the opporutnity to connect with someone new. Learn 
their name, where they live and what brought them to the Fesitval. Learn a bit 
about their story. Listen for a chance to speak encouragement to them or invite 
them back for a ministry or event you think may have meaning to them.

When we hold fast to this perspective of why we host Fall Festival, we more 
effectively scatter the seeds of the Gospel together. Regardless of whether the 

people you connect with return to Nall, your words and how you made them feel will remain with them. You never know what 
a kind word or gesture means to someone. Be generous and gracious with your attention. And of course have fun! 

Fall Festival is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 28, 3:00 - 5:00 pm, in the north parking lot (indoors if inclement weather). Details 
and volunteer registration for the Fall Festival can be found at www.nallave.org/fallfestival.


