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“We go to other fall festivals too, but this one is our favorite,” said the dad of three 
young children. “You all put on a good show.”

He held his youngest, a baby dressed as a unicorn, while he donned a hat shaped 
like a shark’s head. The family had come from a few blocks away. They were one of 
hundreds of community members who attended the 2018 Fall Festival. The crowd 
swelled larger than last year, resulting is an early closing of the Caramel Apple stand. 
By all accounts, the guests thoroughly enjoyed their time at the Fall Festival on Sunday, 
Oct. 28. 

The always-entertaining Donut Eating Race saw Jada Jackson take first place in the 
kids division and Will Vanden Bos win the 13-and-older division. Each received a 
Krispy Kreme gift card.

Twelve contestants vied for the honor of Grand Prize or People’s Choice Award in the 
Chili Cookoff. A panel of three guest judges determined the Grand Prize winner, who 
walked away with a reserved parking spot, a new Crock Pot and a Price Chopper gift 
card. Meanwhile, the crowd voted for the People’s Choice Award winner, who received 
a set of handpainted salsa bowls and a Price Chopper gift card. 

The guest judges this year were Tim Schwartzkopf, Prairie Village Police Chief; Dan 
Runion, Prairie Village Council President; and Denise Sandusky, social worker at 
Santa Fe Trail Elementary. Including these city representatives in the Fall Festival was 
both a gesture of goodwill and an intentional way to build personal relationships with 
community leaders. They stayed the entire event and enjoyed the chance to get to 
know attendees and volunteers. Mr. Runion even brought his father along. 

The judges selected defending 2017 champion Randy Gowler (pictured with Chief 
Schwartzkopf) as the Grand Prize winner. He was chili contestant number 10. The 
People’s Choice Award went to Rick Sobba, chili contestant number 5. 

A huge thank-you to all the volunteers who helped make this year’s festival one to 
remember both for Nall and for our many guests!
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As a way to continue to build relationships and impact 
the community around us, Nall is one of several local 
organizations who are partnering to make this Thanksgiving 
a blessed one for 25 families at Santa Fe Trail Elementary 
School located near the church. 

Along with the partners, Nall will provide baskets of food 
for 13 of the families so they may have a full, traditional 
Thanksgiving meal.

At Nall, individual Core Groups will be asked to adopt one of 
the 13 families and supply the items for the baskets. These 
items will be perishable foods such as fresh potatoes, butter, 
whipped cream and more. 

All items should be brought to the church on Sunday, Nov. 18. Core Groups are encouraged to gather that day at 4 pm, ahead 
of the Business Meeting, to assemble the baskets and give thanks. 

Santa Fe Trail families will pick up their baskets at Nall on Monday, Nov. 18, between noon and 7 pm. Volunteers will be 
needed to assist in this process as well. 

The families will also be invited to Nall’s Thanksgiving Breakfast (details below). 

A full list of items needed, along with instructions on how to volunteer for basket assembly and distribution will be shared 
soon. Watch for information in the worship guide, on the website and in the weekly congregation-wide email (subscribe at 
www.nallave.org/news). 

Questions can be directed to Gerrie Orr, Missions Committee chair, gerrieo5135@gmail.com or 314-971-1216.

THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST TURNS 50 YEARS OLD
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This year marks the 50th anniversary of Nall’s unique Thanksgiving 
tradition. Each year, Nall members current and past reunite at 
the Thanksgiving Breakfast for fellowship, pancakes and a short 
devotional. 

To mark the golden anniversary, this year’s breakfast will feature 
both pancakes and biscuits and gravy. The planning team is also 
planning a few other ways to commemorate the special anniversary. 

Family and friends are welcome to attend. Please think of previous 
Nall members whom you would like to invite to this year’s breakfast. 

No RSVPs are required. Freewill offering will be taken and will go 
toward the Feed My Sheep campaign for the completed kitchen and 
storage remodel project. 

The Thanksgiving Breakfast is Thursday, Nov. 22, 8:30 am in the 
CLC/Gym.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Breakfast, Nov. 1
6:30 am, Santa Fe Cafe, 87th St., 
Overland Park. All men welcome. 
No RSVP needed.

JOY Seniors Luncheon, Nov. 8
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Featuring 
a presentation on the real first 
Thanksgiving (see preview on Page 
4). Bring potluck dish or $4.

Winter Wondermart, Nov. 10
9 am to 4 pm, CLC/Gym. Vendor fair 
hosted by mothers groups. See 
below for details.

KC Rescue Mission, Nov. 13
5:30 pm. Carpool from church to 
serve meal at men’s center.

Thanksgiving Baskets assembly, 
Nov. 18
4 pm. See Page 2 for details.

Business Meeting, Nov. 18
5 pm, Sanctuary. 

Thanksgiving Breakfast, Nov. 22
8:30 am, CLC/Gym. See Page 2 for 
details.

Upward weekly practices begin, 
Nov. 25
Practices are every evening except 
Wednesday and Saturday.

COMING SOON:

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, 
Wednesday, Dec. 19, 6 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services, Monday, Dec. 24, 4:00 pm 
and 5:30 pm

Full list of all events and 
activities:
www.nallave.org/events. 

SNAPSHOTS

Men gather on Monday, Oct. 
1, for the Men’s Breakfast at 
Santa Fe Cafe on 87th Street. 
The monthly breakfast offers a 
time for fellowship. All men are 
invited. 
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WINTER WONDERMART
The MOPS and MOMSnext mothers groups are 
hosting their annual vendor fair on Saturday, Nov. 
10, from 9 am until 4 pm in the CLC/Gym. Various 
crafters and other vendors will be on hand to sell 
their products. This is a great time to find unique and 
handmade gifts for people on your Christmas list! 
Admission is free.

The sale also includes a bake sale (see Page 4 for information on how to contribute 
baked goods). All bake sale proceeds and vendor fees benefit the mothers groups, 
which ministers to moms from the community who have younger children.

Lindsay Piguet (right) and her 
family hosted a “warming sta-
tion” for their neighbors on Oct. 
6. They were one of several 
Nall families who offered these 
stations of hot beverages and 
toppings outside their homes as 
a way to engage with neigh-
bors and foster relationships. 
Supplies were provided by the 
Missions Committee.

The ministry staff and several 
lay leaders travelled to Nash-
ville on Oct. 24-26 for a national 
forum on disciple-making. They 
gained insight from other lead-
ers who are successfully doing 
relational discipleship.

Have a Nall snapshot to share? Email it to Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org
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The MOPS and MOMSnext mothers group request items for the bake sale 
portion of the Winter Wondermart on Saturday, Nov. 10. Examples include 
cookies, brownies, cinnamon rolls and pies. Please split treats into smaller 
servings and package in plastic bags. Label the bags with prices from $1 to $5. 
For instance, three cookies could be packaged together in one sandwich-size 
bag for $1. Pies may be kept whole, however. Please drop off baked goods in 
the Library by 4 pm, Thursday, Nov. 8. 

Questions can be directed to Felicia Phillips, 913-832-7933 / felicia.l.hunt@
gmail.com.

About Nall Call
Nall Call is the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Special assistance: Steve Crawford, Gerrie Orr, Neal Williams

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, David Langford, Richad Miller, Gerrie 
Orr, JoBeth Ryman
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BAKE SALE ITEMS NEEDED BY NOV. 8

THE REAL FIRST THANKSGIVING

Did you know that the Mayflower was not the only ship to sail in 
1620 from England carrying people who sought religious freedom? 
Did you know that the commonly used images of Pilgrims are not 
actually Pilgrims at all but Puritans? These and many more facts 
about the real first Thanksgiving will be shared at this month’s JOY 
Luncheon for seniors.

Despite what many paintings depict, the Pilgrims of 1620 were not 
Puritans but Separatists. The name is derived from their desire to 
separate from the Church of England because the church wanted 
to follow the dictates from the king more than they did God’s 
commands from the Bible. To flee the persecution they faced in 
England, these Pilgrims set sail on two boats, the Mayflower and 
the Speedwell, in August 1620. While Speedwell was forced to turn 

back due to a leak, the Mayflower arrived in present-day Cape Cod that November.

After a difficult winter in which many died of starvation, the Pilgrims met their first Native American, Squanto, in the spring 
of 1621. Having been taken previously by fishermen to England, Squanto spoke English and was able to help the Pilgrims 
learn about their new home, including how to grow corn. The two groups formed a treaty. In the fall of 1621, the Native 
Americans and the Pilgrims celebrated a harvest celebration meal together. This celebration formed the foundation for the 
American holiday now known as Thanksgiving.

Learn more of the fascinating facts of the history of Thanksgiving at the JOY Luncheon, Thursday, Nov. 8, at 11:30 am in the 
CLC/Gym. All are welcome. Bring a dish to share or $4.


