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“There is a place for all to serve,” Abby Frye told the audience during the Feb. 3 
brunch and learn. A representative of Kansas City-based Global Orphan Project, 
Abby shared with the audience of about 45 the many ways to help care for orphans 
and foster children both locally and internationally. 

Often people equate orphan care with adoption, but it encompasses much more. 

One of the primary reasons children end up in orphanages or foster care is 
poverty, Abby said. Global Orphan Project has a number of initiatives aimed at 
addressing poverty at its core and thereby keeping the family together.

One initiative involves a custom t-shirt factory in Haiti. The factory provides 
meaningful, gainful employment to parents and teenagers aging out of orphanages. 
Global Orphan Project hosts mission trips to Haiti to see this factory in action and 
work alongside the people involved.

Global Orphan Project also offers the web-based Care Portal through which social 
workers and child advocates can alert participating churches of physical needs of 
parents in their own communities. These needs can include things such as a new 
bed for a child or fumigation service for the family home. Though these may not 
seem like life-changing requests, they can, in fact, mean the difference between the 
parents keeping their children or losing them.

By meeting these calls for help, churches have a chance to build relationships with 
the parents, which is the ultimate goal, Abby said. Parents are in these desperate 
situations because they often lack community, she explained. This is where the 
church can step in.

“It’s a great opportunity to show the love of Jesus to people who might not ever see 
it any other way,” she said.

Global Orphan Project also has youth mentoring initiatives, ride-share programs 
and several other ways to get involved. Learn more about Global Orphan Project at 
www.goproject.org.

Watch for more information related to this topic coming soon.
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I believe most of us understand Jesus gave us the mission to go and make disciples. But knowing what the mission is and 
understanding how to accomplish it are different things. 

In their book “Discipleshift,” Bobby Harrington and Jim Putman make the case that the church in the West has defined itself 
by emphases and methodologies that don’t do a good job of making disciples. In order to become disciple-making churches, 
they say churches will need to make a fundamental shift in what they are doing, a shift toward relational discipleship. This 
requires a shift in how the church sets itself up systematically to accomplish the mission. But first, it’s helpful to know where 
we find ourselves right now. 

They lay out four main categories churches find themselves in today:

1) Educational: Churches use their energy and resources on biblical education. It has a pastor-educational focus with a 
classroom methodology. Strong emphasis is placed on Sunday morning teaching times, and perhaps a midweek program. 
The educational model is strong on biblical information but does not typically stress adding new people rather than taking 
care of those already there. The hope is more biblical knowledge will translate to discipleship in becoming a mature believer.

2) Attractional: This is an entertainment methodology. Most of the energy is spent on services and large events to draw 
people inside the church. The assumption is discipleship will happen through attendance. Some attractional churches draw 
people who have attended church for years in a more traditional setting by updating music or teaching style. The people who 
are attracted often have real hurts and questions, and messages are often designed to speak directly to these needs. Good 
coffee, casual dress and non-traditional décor and ministry approaches are preferred as a draw for immature believers or 
non-believers.

3) Missional: Also known as social justice churches, these churches have a missional focus with a service-opportunity 
methodology. Members are encouraged to serve beyond the walls for social change as a means of living out the kingdom 
of God. They might rally around feeding the homeless or running a large food pantry, or organize around community events 
and hurting groups. 

4) Organic: They are often under the umbrella of “home” churches and turn away from professional staff and buildings. The 
main emphasis is “doing life together” and usually gather for informal, relational teaching, worship, and service. 

Can you pick out which category Nall is in primarily? 

Each model has much to commend and pockets of effectiveness. But are any of these models truly succeeding? Are people 
coming to faith in Christ and being transformed into disciples who make disciples? Data from the past several decades 
tells us the answer is clearly, “No.” The truth is, something is missing; all of these models are incomplete. The focus and 
methodologies are often misplaced, resulting in missing components that leave a church one-dimensional. 

Next month I would like to follow up and explain how each one of these approaches falls short of our goal of intentional 
disciple-making.

GET YOUR GAME ON: Men’s Basketball 
Meets Wednesday Nights

913.432.4141 // www.nallave.org

All men ages 18 and older are invited to join up for a friendly 
round of hoops. Meet in the CLC/Gym at 8:30 pm on Wednesdays. 
Questions can be directed to John Radliff.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Lord’s Supper, March 3
Celebrated in both services.

Men’s Breakfast, March 4
6:30 am, Santa Fe Cafe, 87th St., 
Overland Park. All men welcome. 
No RSVP needed.

Daylight Saving Time begins, 
March 10
Set your clocks one hour ahead.

Student Lunch, March 10
Meet at Noon in the Youth Area for 
carpooling to Culver’s in Mission. 
Bring money for lunch.

Wednesday night dinner and 
activities on break, March 13
Due to spring break.

JOY Seniors Luncheon, March 14
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Featuring the 
music of MoKan Reunion Band. 
Bring potluck dish or $4.

Moms in Prayer, March 27
6:45 pm. All moms of school-age 
children invited. Homeschooling 
moms and grandmothers also 
welcome. Meet in Foyer. 

Business Meeting, March 31
NooN, CLC/Gym. Details below.

COMING UP

“Jesus in the Passover” Model 
Seder, Thursday, April 18, 6:30 pm. 
See Page 4 for more.

“Walking with Jesus” Children’s 
Easter Experience, Saturday, April 
20. See Page 4 for more.

Easter Sunday, April 21, service 
times and details forthcoming.

Full and updated list of all events 
and activities:
www.nallave.org/events. 

SNAPSHOTS

Abby Frye of Global Orphan 
Project presents at the Feb. 
3 brunch and learn. About 45 
people attended. See the full 
story on Page 1.
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MARCH 31 BUSINESS MEETING WILL BE LUNCHEON

The March 31 
Business Meeting 
will be a lunchtime 
meeting. 

All members and 
regular attenders 
are encouraged to 
come. Meet in the 
CLC/Gym at Noon on 
Sunday, March 31. 
Lunch and child care 
will be provided with 
registration only. 

To give staff a headcount for food and child care needs, please indicate your 
interest in attending on your Response Card or register through the church 
website.

The Upward Basketball season 
concluded the weekend of Feb. 
23 with some exciting match-
ups. Thanks to all who served in 
Upward as referees, time keep-
ers, coaches, tear-down/setup, 
concession stand and the many 
other roles.

Have a Nall snapshot to share? Email it to Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org
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Easter Sunday is April 21. As we look forward to celebrating Easter, mark your calendars for these two special events:

• “Jesus in the Passover” Model Seder: Special guest Irina Volodarska from Jews for Jesus will lead participants in 
experiencing the elements of the Jewish Passover while weaving in the ties between the Exodus story with the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus. The model seder will take place at 6:30 pm, Thursday, April 18 (Maundy Thursday), 
in the CLC/Gym.  

• “Walking With Jesus” Children’s Easter Experience: An interactive, family-focused presentation of Jesus’ last 
days on Earth. The event takes place on Saturday, April 20, with reservation times available throughout the day. A 
planning team is currently forming. Meetings begin in early March. If interested, contact Kelly Jackson at 913-432-
4141 or kelly@nallave.org.

More information and registration will be available soon. Please watch the Sunday worship guide and church website.

About Nall Call
Nall Call is the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Special assistance: Marley Ruple, Neal Williams

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Jamie Weese
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE EASTER EVENTS

MOMS IN PRAYER BRINGS TOGETHER MOTHERS OF FAITH FROM ACROSS 
JOHNSON COUNTY

“This is something I’ve been looking for a long time.” 

Such was the sentiment of several moms who attended the first Moms In Prayer 
meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 30. Moms In Prayer brings together mothers 
of school-age children to pray for their children and their children’s schools. 
The organization, previously known as Moms in Touch, started in 1984. The 
original design was to have one prayer group per school. However, in today’s 
world, moms find it increasingly difficult to find such community specific to their 
children’s school.

Cindi Hall is a grandmother of students at Crestview Elementary in Merriam. 
She has been involved with Moms in Prayer since her children were in school. 
She said she felt a prodding from the Lord to start a new group and open it 
up to moms from across the city. Though a member of a different church, she 
brings her grandkids to Awana at Nall, and it was while dropping them off one 
Wednesday the idea hit her to approach staff about hosting this new group at the church during Awana time. 

Schools represented in the group currently include Crestview, Rushton Elementary, Pawnee Elementary, Westridge Middle 
School, Blue Valley and homeschooling. 

The group is open to all moms of school-age children as well as grandmothers. No registration is needed. The group 
meets the last Wednesday of the month at 6:45 pm. Meet at the couches in the Foyer. Learn more about Moms In Prayer 
International at www.momsinprayer.org.


