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Nall is blessed to have a body of believers comprising multiple generations. 
This is a rare gift we can easily take advantage of and cherish. Have you ever 
seen the Disney/Pixar movie, Up? This great story centers on a grumpy old 
man and an annoying young boy. Though their differences at first make for 
good comedy, their relationship deepens through a shared adventure. How 
can we deepen our relationships with one another in our multigenerational 
church context?  I believe it’s as easy as 1-2-3:

1. Share your story—Your testimony of how the Lord saved you and 
continues to use you is invaluable. You may say, “My story isn’t special.” I 
respectfully disagree. Any testimony where the Lord reveals and saves is 
worthy and useful for the Kingdom (Acts 4:20, Psalms 107:2, Romans 1:16, 
Daniel 4:2).

2. “Tell me more”—These three words are the segue to learn others’ stories. If you’re speaking with students, you may 
only get a few words back (believe me, I know), but it opens the relationship to show that you’re genuinely interested in what 
God may be doing in them and through them. EACH of us has an important role to play in the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 
12:12–31).

3. Repeat—Continue to share and ask. Encourage others to do the same, all for the advancement of the Gospel.

I see Nall’s future as a church not defined by young and old, “millennial” and “baby boomer,” but as one threaded with the 
Gospel of how the risen Lord has redeemed each of us back to the Father and with the sharing of our stories, especially 
generationally. If you’re interested in sharing your story with students, contact me: lewis@nallave.org / 913-432-4141.

I read a story the other day about a group of frogs traveling through the woods. Two of them 
suddenly fell into a pit. When the other frogs saw how deep it was, they told the two frogs in the 
pit there was no hope. However, the two frogs decided to ignore them and tried to jump out of the 
pit. The frogs at the top of the pit kept saying they should just give up because they would never 
be able to make it out.

Discouraged and overcome, one of the frogs listened to them and gave up, falling down to his 
death. But the other frog continued to try with all of his strength to jump out of the pit. Again, the 
frogs at the top yelled at him to stop the useless attempt. He jumped even harder and finally made 
it out. Astonished, the other frogs asked, “Why did you keep jumping? Did you not hear us?” The 
frog responded, “I’m sorry but I am deaf.” He explained he had been so encouraged to look up and 

see how consistently they were encouraging him.

This story is a great reminder of the power of our words. Words can empower and encourage, or they can hurt and humiliate. 
One of the more obvious outward signs of a life transformed by Christ is the effect of our words on the people around us. 
Are we people who consistently lift others up, or are we people who consistently tear others down? 

Gary Chapman in his book, Love as a Way of Life, uses the vivid metaphor of words as “bullets” or “seeds.” We can 
shoot our words toward others and cause damage, or we can plant life-affirming seeds that nurture growth. Even when 
conversations are difficult, it is possible in Christ to keep planting seeds instead of firing bullets. Check your life today and 
examine your speech. Honestly evaluate how you are using your words and what type of impact Christ wants to make in 
how we speak to others.

THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERGENERATIONAL SHARING by Lewis Jones, interim minister of 
students
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Several students with adult sponsors at “Zoo Are 
You?” event, May 21.
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Gayle Bryan pins an achievement award on Jasper Stull at 
Awana Awards Night, May 3.
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VBS NEEDS YOU

SNAPSHOTS 

On May 3, Awana Clubs capped off the 
2016–17 year with a night of awards 
and recognitions. This year saw 135 
children participate in Awana Clubs, 
including Cubbies for preschoolers, 
Sparks for kindergarten through 2nd 
grade, Truth and Training (TNT) for 3rd 
through 6th grades, and Trek for 7th 
and 8th grades. Each club has its own 
age-appropriate study book to help the 
clubber memorize Scripture. This year, 
clubbers completed more than 2,860 
sections of their study books. Joey 
Shonkwiler, TNT clubber, received a 
special recognition called the “Hide and 
Seek Award” for above-and-beyond 
performance in Scripture memorization.

Registration for Awana 2017–18 begins 
later this summer.

How often do you block off time to serve 
your community? Serving in Vacation 
Bible School is a great reason to do 
so, and it is a great way to meet people 
and make friends. There are a variety 
of roles to choose from, from working in 
the classroom with children of all ages, 
to performing in skits, to serving snacks 
or simply greeting parents.   

Check out more information about 
volunteering at: www.nallave.org/vbs.

Sign up to serve, then plan to attend the 
training meeting on Wednesday, June 
14, at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  

AWANA RECAP

Pastor Joe Funderburk thanks Richard Miller for being “the 
man who could make the kitchen great again,” May 21. Richard 

oversaw the remodel project, completed this past spring.

Michele Upson (l–r), Brenda Rice, JoBeth Ryman and Toni Friend 
share a laugh at the Women’s Mentoring Luncheon, May 21.
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Karen Kessler (pictured on cover) had no idea a simple interest in helping an 
international couple stranded an ocean away from their children would result in 
countless transformed hearts. She could not possibly see the lives that would be 
touched, the souls that would be won or how the Kingdom would be expanded. 
She saw only the need in front of her, and chose to respond.

And in that choice, the seed was planted.

THE ESCAPE

The year was 1975. The couple was Marith and Penn Mnirajd. Marith was a 
lieutenant colonel in the Lao army sponsored by his government to study for 
a period at the Command and General Staff College in Leavenworth, KS. His 
wife, Penn, had joined him in Kansas City, leaving their five young children, ages 
5 to 12, in the care of relatives back in Laos. Not long into their stay, Commu-
nist insurgents overthrew the Laotian government. Unable to return to Laos, the 
Mnirajds were stranded without money or a way to contact their family. Because 
of Marith’s occupation, the couple feared for the safety of their family and con-
tacted the Red Cross for help.

Karen Kessler, having long been involved in ministries for international families new to America, learned of their plight and 
brought it to the attention of Nall leaders. She and other members of Nall assisted the Mnirajds during those heartbreaking 
months in which the Red Cross worked to help the children escape. Through a series of highly risky maneuvers, all five 
children arrived first in refugee camps in Thailand, then finally in the arms of their parents in September 1975. 

The family settled into their Shawnee apartment to begin building new lives in America, but thoughts of loved ones still 
stranded in refugee camps weighed heavily on their hearts. Karen leveraged her contacts both within Nall and with other 
churches to find Americans willing to be sponsors for the trapped family members. Six couples stepped up, four from Nall 
and two from nearby churches. Karen and her husband, Bob, were among them. The sponsors helped the families find 
housing, employment, services and more. As word spread within Nall about the arriving Laotians, so did the offers for help 
in other ways. 

“The congregation wanted to come alongside the families,” Karen said. “Whatever they could do, they would do.”

This included helping the parents enroll their children in 
school, teaching them how to shop at American stores, 
giving them rides to work, providing handyman work when 
needed and donating furniture, clothes and household 
items.

“It never felt like work,” Karen said, adding that Penn was 
a lively personality and central in helping the newly arrived 
families connect, especially as a translator.

“The Laotians were very independent and immediately 
wanted to find jobs,” Karen said. “They did not want to 
depend on us. They were so unassuming.”

One Laotian family turned into two, into three, into four, into 
more. Many of them, having been introduced to Christian-
ity in refugee camps, chose to attend Nall “out of apprecia-
tion,” Karen said. Soon, the appreciation began to grow into 
something much bigger. Something God-sized. 

A SEED TO AN OAK: One offer to help, countless lives transformed
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Lao mission church, 1983, in Nall’s Chapel. Karen Kessler (also pictured on 
cover) is in the back row, far left.

Mnirajd family pictured in a September 1975 
Kansas City Star article about the children’s 

harrowing escape from Laos.
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Seed to an oak (continued from previous page)

MISSION CHURCH

Unable to understand English well enough yet and having little to no back-
ground in Christianity, the Laotians welcomed the opportunity to attend a 
Lao-speaking Sunday School class at Nall. The class was taught by a local 
Christian of Hmong ethnicity. Karen notes the irony in this arrangement, as 
the Hmongs spoke a different Laotian dialogue and were a low class, per-
secuted people.

After several years, the need for a pastor for this growing community be-
came clear. Enter Thira Siengsukon. Thira lived in Kansas City, Kansas, with 
his wife, Montira, and their two young sons. The couple both attended Cen-
tral Baptist Theological Seminary. When he was asked to pastor Nall’s Lao 
mission, at first he was hesitant, Karen said. Not only did he have studies 
and a young family to think of, but he also had one considerable roadblock: 
Thira is Chinese and wanted to teach in a Bangkok seminary.

The Gospel, however, has a way of transcending plans and hurdles.

In 1983, Thira became pastor and quickly learned how hungry the Laotian community was for education on the structure of a 
church, how Sunday School works, and the Word itself. A former Buddhist, Thira understood their desire for understanding.
He and Montira started a Sunday morning worship in the Chapel as well as Saturday Bible studies. He also began to write 
training materials in Laotian. Other midwestern churches, also seeing an influx of Laotian families, learned what he was doing 
and reached out for help in training Lao-speaking pastors and lay leaders. 

SCHOOL BEGINS

In 1988, Thira and Montira presented a vision to then Nall pastor Owen Dahlor to start a school to meet the needs of churches 
in similar positions as Nall. The Lao School of Ministry was born, accredited through the Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Classes first met in Nall’s basement. In its time at Nall, the LSM saw more than 230 students graduate from the 2-year 
program. These students hailed from all over the Midwest and even Canada.

But God wasn’t done. Not even close. The mission church continued to grow and mature, adopting the name New Life in 1994. 
Not long after, it became clear the congregation needed its own building. In 2001, Ridgeview Baptist Church in Olathe, which 
had voted to disband, offered to transfer its building, properties and equipment to Nall for the purpose of providing New Life its 
own building. The location was conveniently located near many of the Laotian families’ homes.

THE OAK FLOURISHES

New Life Baptist Church continued to function as a mission of Nall for several years, relying less and less on Nall’s assistance.
Today, Thira and Montira are missionaries serving in Thailand and Laos. The Mnirajd children, the original family to be helped 
by Nall, went on to enjoy thriving lives. The story continues to unfold gen-
eration over generation—in the lives of the families, in the ministry of New 
Life Baptist Church and in the missionary work of Thira and Montira.

As Karen reflects back on all God has done in the last 30 years, she shakes 
her head in amazement.

“You’re just a seed,” she says of her choice—of all the choices made by Nall 
members—decades ago. “You’re just a part of it.”

If anything, she has learned one truth from this experience: “When God 
works, you better hang on.”
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MEET THE SIENGSUKONS
Thira and Montira will be at Nall on 
Sunday, June 25. They will provide an 
update on their ministry and missionary 
work during both services. A reception 
will be held in the CLC/Gym after 
second service. Light refreshments will 
be served.

Several misison church members attend Bible camp in 
Bolivar, MO, 1985.
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senior single adults lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

June 4: Panera’s, 7070 Martway, Mission

June 11: Applebee’s, 6800 Johnson Dr., Mission

June 18 (Father’s Day): Chipotle’s, 6864 Johnson Dr., Mission

June 25: Five Guys, 5922 Barkley St., Mission

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: Ann Coggins

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Lewis 
Jones, Karen Kessler

913.432.4141 // www.nallave.org

Welcome new church members: 

Lewis and Becky Jones

Stephen and Anelda Clancy

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Men’s Coffee, June 5
6:30 am, Hy-Vee at 95th and Antioch. All 
men welcome. Meet in upstairs cafe.

Women’s Summer Studies begin, 
June 6
Morning and evening sessions. Details: 
www.nallave.org/summerstudies.

Youth Summer Study begins, June 7
6:30 pm, Wednesdays. “The Good 
Book” will be the featured study.

JOY Luncheon, June 8
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Musicians Charles 
David Smart and Michelle Gawith to 
perform. Bring a dish to share or $4.  

Guest speaker, June 11
Interim Minister of Students Lewis 
Jones will speak at both services.

Reception for Siengsukons, June 25
NooN, CLC/Gym. Meet missionaries 
Thira and Montira Siengsukon. Light 
refreshments served. They will be 
providing a testimony during both 
services as well.

Youth Summer Camp, June 19–24
To Glorieta, NM.

VBS, June 25–29
6–8:30 pm. For kids ages 3 (potty- 
trained) through 6th grade. Classes for 
adults, too. Free. Details: www.nallave.
org/vbs. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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