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On Sunday, Nov. 18, about 25 Nall members gathered in the CLC 
to prepare laundry baskets full of traditional Thanksgiving foods, 
including a full-size turkey, stuffing mix, fresh vegetables and 
more. Core Groups, along with the Missions Committee, donated 
the food for the 13 baskets. 

“We had great participation from all the Core Groups,” said 
Gerrie Orr, Missions Committee chair. “I had several comments 
that those who participated had fun and hoped we would do this 
again.” 

Though originally slated to go to families at Santa Fe Trail 
Elementary, the baskets were distributed among a wider segment 
of the community due to Santa Fe Trail having more donations 
than expected from other partners. Two baskets went to families 
at nearby elementary schools. A third went to a family who 
contacted the church for assistance, while the remaining baskets were distributed among other local families in need with 
whom Nall members have a relationship.

“The baskets have been well-received by the families,” Gerrie said. “Several Nall people have already reached out to invite 
these families into home groups and to church activities.”
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THANKSGIVING BASKETS BENEFIT LOCAL FAMILIES

CHRISTMAS GIFT DONATION DRIVE FOR KIDS IN NEED
Look for the Christmas tree in the central hallway. It will feature dozens of tags that each represent 
one gift for a Santa Fe Trail Elementary child in need. The tags list the child’s requested gift and the 
estimated cost. Please take one tag, shop and pray for the child represented, and bring the gift back to 
the tree by Sunday, Dec. 16. Gifts must be new and unwrapped. Be sure to include the tag with your 
gift to help ensure it goes to the correct child.

Questions about the drive can be directed to Gerrie Orr, (314) 971-1216 / gerrieo5135@gmail.com.



PILOT GROUPS MODEL RELATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP  
by Joe Funderburk, Senior Pastor
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In the past two years the staff and lay leadership at Nall have been exploring 
a very important idea. It is our strong belief that the Lord wants our church to 
become an intentional disciple-making church.  

In studying the concept of relational discipleship we came upon a model called 
Real-life Discipleship, something I preached about for the first few months 
of 2018. One of the foundational goals we worked out, in order to become a 
disciple-making church, was that we would need to look at a different way to 
approach group life in the church.  

Many of our groups have good things happening in terms of Bible study, 
fellowship and service, but our members are not challenged to go make 
disciples personally and together as a group. Therefore our Core Groups at 
Nall remain fairly static and do not multiply. At the heart of relational discipleship 
is the belief that all followers of Christ should become disciples who go make 
disciples. We want to begin working toward that goal in tangible ways, and it requires a willingness to change what we are 
currently doing as a congregation.

In November we launched three “pilot” groups built around the concepts of Real-Life Discipleship. While taking many 
members through the Real-life Discipleship training, we asked for volunteers to step out in faith to pilot this new way of 
approaching group life. We are meeting in the Dennington, Langford (pictured above) and Stull homes during the week and 
will continue into 2019. The goal is to multiply in the next year off of these existing pilot groups by challenging the members 
to reach beyond the group and actively engage and disciple others. We intend to update the congregation in Sunday 
services about these groups in the coming months so you can share in what God is doing.  

If you have not been through the Real-life Discipleship training, please sign up to take the training in January. You can also 
sign up to receive prayer requests and updates from these groups as we ask the Lord to move in the lives of ourselves and 
others outside the groups. Please be praying for us as we begin to model a way forward for Nall to become an intentional 

DEACONS HELP MEMBERS IN NEED OF YARDWORK ASSISTANCE 
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On Saturday, Nov. 17, the church deacons and some of their family members split into teams to assist five Nall households 
with yardwork. 

“I wish to thank everyone who helped with the work day and acknowledge their willingness and dedication to the task,” said 
Darol Phillips, head of the deacons.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Breakfast, Dec. 3
6:30 am, Santa Fe Cafe, 87th St., 
Overland Park. All men welcome. 
No RSVP needed.

Student Christmas Party, Dec. 12
6:15 pm, Youth Area. Will include a 
showing of the movie “The Nativity 
Story.” Popcorn and soda served.

JOY Seniors Luncheon, Dec. 13
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Featuring the 
Christmas music of the Dickens 
Carolers. Bring potluck dish or $4.

Wednesday Night Dinner and 
Studies on break starting Dec. 19
Includes Awana, youth study and 
adult studies. All will resume on 
Wednesday, Jan. 9

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, 
Dec. 19
6:00 pm, CLC/Gym. See Page 4 for 
details.

One-Service Sunday and 
Combined Core Group, Dec. 23
10:45 am service only; combined 
adult Core Group in CLC/Gym at 
9:30 am.

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services, Dec. 24 
4:00 pm and 5:30 pm. See details on 
Page 4.

Church office closed for holidays
Dec. 24, 25, 30 and Jan. 1. 

COMING IN JANUARY

Upward Basketball games begin, 
Jan. 5.

Wednesday Night Dinner and 
Studies resume, Jan. 9.

Full list of all events and 
activities:
www.nallave.org/events. 

SNAPSHOTS

The mothers groups at Nall 
hosts their annual Winter 
Wondermart vendor fair on 
Saturday, Nov. 10. The event 
raises money to help support the 
MOPS and MOMSnext minis-
tries, which reach mothers in the 
community.
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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
For cancellations or other changes to Sunday worship and activities, please check:

• Facebook page: facebook.com/NallAvenueBaptistChurch, 
• Website: NallAve.org (a yellow announcement bar would appear at the top of 

the page) or 
• Fox 4 News.

Weekday activities are cancelled when the Shawnee Mission School District 
cancels classes. If in doubt, check any of the places listed above.

During worship service on Sun-
day, Nov. 11, Lane Smith gives a 
special presentation on Armi-
stice Day, which marked the end 
of World War I and eventually 
became Veterans Day. The pre-
sentation honored the sacrifices 
of those who have served in the 
nation’s armed forces.

Charlie Coppenbarger is bap-
tized by his uncle, Pastor Craig 
Coppenbarger, on Sunday, Nov. 
25. Charlie is the fourth genera-
tion of his family to attend Nall 
and the third to be baptized 
here. Great-grandmother Linda 
Coppenbarger called it “a won-
derful day.”

Have a Nall snapshot to share? Email it to Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org
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Join your Nall family in remembering the birth of Jesus. 

Identical worship services will be held at 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm. All children 
will remain with their parents; no nursery care will be provided.

Each service will comprise praise music, a short message and the lighting of 
candles to represent the Light given to the world in the form of a baby. 

About Nall Call
Nall Call is the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Special assistance: Neal Williams

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Kelly Jackson, David Langford, Darol 
Phillips, Felicia Phillips, 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES ON DEC. 24

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER IS DEC. 19

A Christmastime tradition at Nall! 

The staff would like to express their gratitude to the many volunteers who 
faithfully give of time and talents in Nall’s ministries and activities. 

Staff will host and serve a chicken fried steak dinner to all volunteers on 
Wednesday, Dec. 19, at 6 pm in the CLC/Gym. Child care is provided for up to 
age 12 with registration only (please no walk-ups). 

The night of fun will also include a sure-to-please game of Christmas Jeopardy. 
Prizes will be given out to the winning team. 

Please register to be included in the chef’s head count. You can register at www.nallave.org/events or by contacting the 
office at 913-432-4141.

ONE-SERVICE SUNDAY AND COMBINED CORE GROUP ON DEC. 23

Mark your calendars for a different schedule on Sunday morning, Dec. 23. 

A combined adult Core Group will meet at 9:30 am in the CLC/Gym. Also, only the 10:45 am service will meet. Children’s 
programming will be available both hours.


