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THE GREAT WEAPON by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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It has always been tempting for man to believe we are one innovation away from solving what ails 
the human race. In spite of the overwhelming evidence to the contrary, there remains a persistent 
belief in the inevitability of mankind to solve their problems through more progress. 

In the first year of the Civil War, an Ohio doctor became troubled by the number of lives being 
sacrificed as the war raged on. So he had an idea. He said, “It occurred to me that if I could invent 
a machine—a gun—which could by its rapidity of fire, enable one man to do as much battle duty 
as a hundred, that it would supersede the necessity of large armies, and consequently, exposure 
to battle and disease [would] greatly be diminished.” 

By inventing a better gun the doctor believed he would actually save more lives in the end.

He went to work on his new gun. He tied six gun barrels together around a revolving shaft and figured out how to fire and 
reload automatically. His new gun could discharge 350 bullets per minute, more than one hundred times a standard rifle. In 
1862 his weapon was ready for production. However, before production started, a fire burned down his factory. All his plans 
were pushed back. Finally, at the very end of the war, his gun saw battle when Union soldiers turned it on the enemy. After 
the war, the U.S Army ordered a hundred of Dr. Gatling’s new guns, and soon governments around the world were arming 
their soldiers with them. Machine guns became the standard in the years to come and are one of the most efficient means 
of killing. The foolish idea that machine guns would save lives is long since buried.

In spite of the world’s efforts to invent and innovate its way out of problems, we continue to see death and destruction. Even 
the best of technologies seem to find themselves used in the worst ways. I believe it is important for us again this Christmas 
to remember that there is only one thing that truly saves lives and that is the gospel of Jesus Christ. We have, in our care, 
the one truly great weapon that heals and restores. The power of the gospel is overwhelming, and it is up to the people of 
God to turn it on a world that is lost and dying.  

A VISION TO CARE AND SERVE by Lewis Jones, interim minister of students
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As I was praying for vision for the student ministry this past summer for this current year, the 
Lord kept reminding me to “get outside of yourselves” and pointing me to Nall’s vision statement, 
“We will glorify God and make disciples by transforming lives, building relationships and impacting 
communities through Jesus Christ.” Have you ever noticed how outwardly focused our statement 
is?! Praise the Lord. As I summed up the statement, I kept coming to the word “care,” and one way 
we can show we care is to serve others in Jesus’ name.

On the last Wednesday of the month, for the past few months, the students have been getting out 
of the youth room and going to serve. 

This call to care and serve promotes intergenerational relationships, shepherding God’s people, and ultimately points to 
Jesus’ call to love God and love others. 

On a typical serve night we will have three groups. Two go and care for others where they are and one serves at the church 
building. The group that has been serving at the building has been doing mild, outdoor, hands-on type work.  

The other two groups have been visiting and providing company to those in our church who are either at care facilities or not 
as mobile and are at home.  Our serve nights have looked a little different each month and I imagine that they will continue 
to develop and change a little as the year continues but the purpose will always be the same: to care and serve others in 
Jesus’ name.



The faithful crew behind the annual Thanksgiving Breakfast, Nov. 23. This 
team has been serving the breakfast together for more than a decade.
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SNAPSHOTS

Jamie Weese (left) and daughter Elaina were among the shoppers at the annual 
Winter Wondermart vendor fair fundraiser for the Mothers of Preschoolers 

(MOPS) group, Nov. 11.
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STUDENT MINISTER 
SEARCH TEAM 
APPROVED

At the Nov. 12 Business Meeting, the 
congregation voted on members of 
the Minister of Students Search Team, 
which will help write a job description 
and interview candidates. The team will 
present their recommended candidate 
to the congregation for a vote. 

Team members are:

Jamie Weese
Roy Dennington
Loretta Bayless
Larry Gentry
Debbie Gomer
Ty DeMint
Katie Shonkwiler

SENIOR LEADERSHIP 
TEAM NOMINEES

Donated gifts poured in for the ReVision Family Christmas Party.          
ReVision is a local faith-based ministry for children of incarcerated parents.

2018 BUDGET VOTE, 
DEC. 3
Copies of the proposed budget are 
available in the church office. A vote 
will take place at 10:40 am, Sunday, 
Dec. 3, just before second service 
in the sanctuary. The budget was 
discussed in detail at the Nov. 12 
Business Meeting.

2018 Nominees were presented at the       
Nov. 12 Business Meeting. Vote will be 
taken at the Special Called Business 
meeting, 10:40 am, Sunday, Dec. 3. 

The nominees are:

Caleb Unruh
Lew Shannon
Heidi Langford (returning)
Ray Brainard
Kristi DeMint
Connie Wehmeyer



At the Nov. 12 Business Meeting, the Minister of Worship Search Team 
along with the Personnel Committee presented a revised job descrip-
tion for the worship leader position. The two groups, which represent 
a cross-section of Nall members, saw the need to better align this key 
ministry position with the vision of Nall. 

The new job description goes beyond leading worship on Sunday morn-
ings to include an emphasis on one-on-one discipling as well as certain 
administrative duties. 

The new title of this position will be the Minister of Worship and Adminis-
tration. Key areas of change for this position are as follows:

1. This position will now be full-time.

2. This position will be asked to disciple adults one-on-one (as will other ministry staff going forward) and fully par-
ticipate in the life of a discipleship small group.

3. This position will be responsible for ongoing planning, use and maintenance of the church building and 
grounds. This includes working with vendors such as housekeeping and landscaping, being the staff advisor to 
the Properties Committee, and overseeing the facilities coordinator position.

Much discussion was had during the Business Meeting regarding these changes, and in the end, the majority of those pres-
ent voted to approve these changes. The job was posted the week of Nov. 12 on several job search websites, on Baptist 
association websites and with seminaries, as well as on Nall’s own website. 

Since then, many great applicants have sent in their resumes. The Search Team, Personnel Committee and ministry staff 
are excited about who God is calling for this position. 

Resumes are due by Dec. 15. The interview process will conclude as soon as possible thereafter. When the time comes, 
the Search Team will present the top candidate to the congregation for vote.

To see a full job description, go to www.nallave.org/jobs.

Minutes from the Nov. 12 Business Meeting will be available at the Jan. 28 meeting.
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KEY CHANGES MADE TO MINISTER OF WORSHIP POSITION
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MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT: Lottie Moon Week of Prayer and ChristMas offering

Lottie Moon is part of the International Mission Board, which works with Southern Baptist Churches 
to support missionaries, church planters and other Christians living out the Great Commission. 

Lottie Moon (pictured right) was a Southern Baptist missionary who served in China until her death 
in 1912. She is well-known for writing back home to American churches to ask for financial help and 
additional manpower for overseas missionary work. In honor of her work and vision, the Women’s 
Missionary Union renamed the annual Christmas offering for international missions to “Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering” in 1918.

The first week of every December is the Lottie Moon Week of Prayer for International Missions. A 
special offering is also taken by the International Mission Board in December. To learn more about 
the week of prayer and the offering, go to www.imb.org. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ReVision Family Christmas Party, 
Dec. 2
4-6 pm, CLC/Gym. Serving families of 
ReVision, a local ministry for children 
of incarcerated parents and their 
caregivers.

Special Called Business Meeting, 
Dec. 3
10:40 am, Sanctuary. To vote on 2018 
budget and Senior Leadership Team 
nominees and action plan.

Men’s Coffee, Dec. 4
6:30 am, HyVee, 95th and Antioch. All 
men welcome. Meet in upstairs cafe.

Secret Sisters Brunch, Dec. 9
9:30 am, Foyer. Bring small gift 
for your secret sister. If unable to 
attend, please contact DeAnna 
Lang or Marie Clark for alternate gift 
exchange arrangements.

Christmas Play and Soup Supper, 
Dec. 10
5 pm. See left for details.

Volunteer Appreciation Christmas 
Dinner, Dec. 13
6 pm, CLC/Gym. See page 6 for 
details.

No dinner/discipleship, Dec. 13–
Jan. 3
Due to Christmas break.

JOY Luncheon, Dec. 14
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Christmas 
music by Pick and Bow duo. Bring a 
potluck dish to share or $4. 

One-Service Sunday, Dec. 24
10:45 am only. Includes Lord’s 
Supper. Core Groups do not meet. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services, Dec. 24
4:00 and 5:30 pm. No child care.

Church office closed, Monday, 
Dec. 25 and Monday, Jan. 1
For Christmas and New Year’s, 
respectively.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Be prepared to see lots of new faces on Dec. 24 as we 
welcome friends, family, neighbors and the community to 
our Christmas Eve worship celebrations.

Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, and this will af-
fect our normal Sunday morning schedule.

Sunday morning, Dec. 24, will be a One Service Sunday (10:45 am only) and will 
include the Lord’s Supper. Core Groups will not meet that day.

Then Sunday evening, Dec. 24, we will have two Candlelight Services at 4:00 and 
5:30 pm. Child care will not be provided at either service. All children will remain with 
their parents during the worship service. 
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The annual fund is discreetly divided among Nall members 
and regular attenders in need. To nominate someone, 
please contact Steve Crawford, Benevolence Committee 
chair, stevec0305@gmail.com / 913-217-8777. 

To make a monetary donation to the fund, write “FCF” on 
your check memo line or yellow tithe envelope. 

Please do not write a recipient’s name on your check or envelope. Contributions 
cannot be earmarked for a certain recipient. The pool of contributions is divided 
among all recipients.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS FUND DONATIONS, NOMINEES 
DUE DEC. 10

‘HOPE IS ALIVE’ CHRISTMAS PLAY AND SOUP 
SUPPER

There will be shepherds. There will be choirs. Oh my! 

Join us for the “Hope is Alive” Christmas Play featuring 
the talents of Nall’s own children, youth and adults, with 
original music by Interim Worship Leader Karla Bauer-
Tate. The play starts at 5 pm, Sunday, Dec. 10, in the 
Sanctuary.

A soup supper will follow in the CLC/Gym. The main dishes will be catered. If you 
would like to contribute baked goods (cookies, brownies, etc.), please contact the 
church office, 913-432-4141.
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PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT
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Regular Weekly Activities
Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 
Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays (except during break)
      9:15 am   BSF Class Day
      5:00 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm Awana
   Bible Study
     GriefShare 
    Youth Study
     8:30 pm   Men’s Basketball
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December Activities     
      2   ReVision Family Christmas  
              Party, 4 pm

     3   Special Called Bus. Mtg, 
               10:40 am

     4   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

     7   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am

      9   Secret Sister Brunch, 9:30 am

   10   Christmas Play and Soup   
               Supper, 5 pm

    12   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm     
   13   Volunteer Appreciation        
              Christmas Dinner, 6 pm

   14    JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am    
   24   No Core Group
           One Service Sunday, 10:45 am

          Christmas Eve Candlelight  
               Services, 4:00 and 5:30 pm     
25 & 31   Church office closed 
    
Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the office.

Senior Single adultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Dec. 3: IHOP, 9099 Metcalf Ave. (91st & Metcalf), Overland Park

Dec. 10: Jose Pepper’s, 6870 Johnson Drive, Mission

Dec. 17: Johnny’s B-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor St., Mission

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve; no Lunch Bunch

Dec. 31: Long John Silver’s, 9900 Shawnee Mission Pkwy., Merriam

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David & Nita Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Felicia 
Phillips
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION CHRISTMAS DINNER

The church staff invites all who serve in any capacity at Nall to the Volunteer 
Appreciation Christmas Dinner at 6 pm, Wednesday, Dec. 13, in the CLC/Gym. 
The staff will serve a Mexican feast with joy and gratitude to those who help 
keep church business and ministries running smoothly. Child care is provided with 
registration only. 

Please register at www.nallave.org/christmas, or contact the church office.
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