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THE DANGER OF EMPTY ACHIEVEMENT by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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This fall the students have been studying about prayer on Wednesday evenings. I believe that 
this spiritual discipline is well known about and even implemented by many in their lives, but it’s 
so much more than just a discipline!  Which leads many to ask, just what is prayer?  I wanted to 
share the opening of our study with you. This quote from the video study has had quite the effect 
on me and I pray the Lord will use it to do the same for you.

“What is prayer? Stale tradition? Ritual? A good luck charm? Some religious checklist done for 
us to appease a higher being to get what we want or at least avoid a lightning bolt? Prayer has 
been redefined, twisted, confused, but at its essence, prayer is simply talking to God. The God 
who spoke the universe into creation, who gives us life, breath and who holds all things together. 
This God wants us to talk to Him.  In the vastness of all that exists, He actually cares about us.  

Personally. Individually. How can we not pray to such a loving God? Wherever we are, how can we not thank Him for what 
he has done or cry out when we need help? When we need forgiveness? When we are afraid? When we give thanks for our 
blessings or question where our next meal will come from? Why would we live life apart from him? It’s not about formula. 
How could any posture or any chosen word impress the author of time and space? It’s simple obedience. God has made 
Himself available to us. He wants to hear from us. He wants us to trust in Him. To acknowledge our dependence on Him. To 
draw near to the one who loved us first. Approaching with confidence because Christ has torn away the veil. He has washed 
away the sin that has kept us from His presence and we live in relationship with our Lord.  So we ask that His kingdom come, 
His will be done, on earth and in our lives as it is in Heaven. That is Prayer.”—Francis Chan’s Prayer.

One of the most destructive forces in our spiritual lives is procrastination. Let me help illustrate 
this point for you. 

One cold Christmas night during the American Revolution, George Washington led the withered 
remnants of his army across the freezing Delaware River to surprise enemy forces camped at 
Trenton, NJ. Washington’s men were haggard. Hope drained out of them with every step they 
were ordered to march. 

Meanwhile, the opposing commander, Colonel Johann Rall, enjoyed a game of cards at a 
Christmas party. No doubt he would have mocked anyone who told him that night the enemy was 
poised for attack. One of the local farmers in the area, who was a British sympathizer, showed up 

to warn the colonel via a written note. Not wanting to be interrupted, Rall crammed the note into his pocket, unread. 

When morning arrived, Washington attacked Rall’s encampment. The weather was so bad it prohibited the Americans from 
firing many of their weapons, so they attacked with bayonets. The enemy soldiers were so surprised they were quickly 
overwhelmed. 

Nine hundred “Red Coats” were taken prisoner, and Colonel Rall was mortally wounded. As the doctors were treating Rall, 
they discovered the farmer’s note in his pocket. If Rall had taken time to read it, he might have lived to see the opposing 
forces defeated and Washington taken prisoner. He asked to read the note for himself just before he passed away.

The Holy Spirit is called our advocate in the Scriptures. He is the farmer in the field who is always on alert and understands 
when we are in danger. If we are not cultivating a relationship with the Lord, we can easily cram those warnings into our 
pocket and fail to act decisively to live a life pleasing to Him. We can be guilty of delaying our attention to the Spirit’s leading 
for another day only to realize later what tragedy spiritual procrastination has caused. 

Cultivate a life sensitive to the Spirit and take action quickly when He sounds the alarm for action.

WHAT IS PRAYER? by Lewis Jones, interim minister of students
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The aftermath of Hurricane Harvey flooding in a Houston suburb, as witnessed 
by Darol Phillips. Darol, along with others from Nall, went to help with 

relief efforts.
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SNAPSHOTS

Middle school and high school students enjoy the fall kick-off night featuring 
sand volleyball, Sept. 6.
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DECIDING ON A 2018 
CHURCH BUDGET

Staff and ministry leaders are currently 
preparing requests for 2018 budgets for 
their areas of responsibility. 

These leaders and the Stewardship 
Committee will gather for an Oct. 15 
work session at which they will present 
their requested budgets. 

Once a final proposed budget is in place, 
it will be presented to the congregation 
at a Nov. 12 Business Meeting.

The congregation will be given two 
weeks to review the proposed budget. 
A vote will be taken at a Special Called 
Business Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 3.

Ready ... set ... Awana Clubbers await the “go” during game time, Sept. 20.

ANNUAL PEANUT 
BUTTER DRIVE, 
OCT. 8–15
Nall will once again partner with the City 
of Prairie Village for their Annual Peanut 
Butter Drive to benefit Harvesters. 

The drive begins Sunday, Oct. 8, and 
runs through Sunday, Oct. 15. Large 
blue collection barrels will be located at 
the Nall Avenue entrance as well as in 
the main hallway.

All sizes and varieties of peanut butter 
are accepted.



The Children’s and Youth Ministries will host a Trivia Night FUNdraiser on Friday, 
Oct. 13, from 6 until 9 pm in the CLC/Gym.

Tables of eight will compete to be “the sharpest tacks in the room.” Categories 
will cover a broad range of topics. Appetizer foods will be served. 

Child care is provided by registration only (no walk-ups, please). 

The cost is $20/player. Stack your table with all the smartest people you know! 
Buy as many seats as you would like. 

Teams can earn extra points by dressing up for the “Tacky Prom” theme. So think 
stylishly mismatched clothes, 80’s theme, puffy white dress shirt—anything that 
says “tacky” to you. 

Photo booth pictures will be available for $5 each. Be sure to bring some extra 
pocket money for those as well as other surprises. 

All proceeds will benefit the Children’s and Youth Ministries. 

Reservations can be made at www.nallave.org/trivianight.
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TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER, OCT. 13
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FALL FESTIVAL IS OCT. 29

The leaves are changing colors, which means one important thing for the Nall family: It’s time for Fall Festival! 

Fall Festival 2017 will be Sunday, Oct. 29, 3–5 pm in the north parking lot (indoors in the event of inclement weather). The 
event is free to all.

In the past years, this event has brought in lots of neighbors and community members for the people of Nall to connect with 
and share our hospitality. This year’s festival is designed to continue this tradition of connection centered on fun and will 
include:

• Trunk-or-Treating
• Chili Cookoff
• Games for all ages
• Donut eating contest
• Balloon artist
• Glitter tattoo artist
• Caramel apple dippers
• Prizes
• Tiny Tot Playground for preschoolers
• and more

Start spreading the word to your friends and family.

Check the worship guide and church website for donation requests and volunteer needs. Both to be posted shortly.

A Tacky Prom outfit example. Think 
hilariously old school or purposefully 
mismatched clothes. Don’t forget 
hairstyle, too!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Meet the Staff, Oct. 1
9:30 am, Library. Refreshments 
served. No RSVP needed.

Men’s Coffee, Oct. 2
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. 
All men welcome. Meet in upstairs 
cafe.

New Wednesday Night studies 
begin, Oct. 4
6:30 pm. Studies include biblical 
friendship, marriage and the 
Beatitudes. See details and register: 
www.nallave.org/events. 

The Darwin Delusion, Oct. 8
9:30 am, CLC/Gym. See bottom 
of page for details. Registration 
requested.

Peanut Butter Drive, Oct. 8–15
All varieties and sizes welcome. See 
Page 3 for details. 

JOY Luncheon, Oct. 12
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Featuring blues, 
ballads and original songs from 
Doug Kellis. Bring a potluck dish to 
share or $4. 

Triva Night FUNdraiser, Oct. 13
6-9 pm, CLC/Gym. $20/player; 
benefits children’s and youth 
ministries. See Page 4 for details. 

Fall Festival, Oct. 29
3-5 pm, north parking lot. Free family 
fun featuring chili cookoff, games, 
trunk-or-treating and more. See 
page 4 for details.

COMING IN NOVEMBER

Christmas collection drive to 
benefit Revision, a charity supporting 
families of the incarcerated. Details 
forthcoming.

Business Meeting moved to 
Sunday, Nov. 12

Thanksgiving Breakfast, Nov. 23

IT STARTED WITH A CONVERSATION WITH MY NEIGHBOR: 
A testimony from Kimberly Myers

After 15 years of dreaming and planning, my husband, Mark, and I were finally able to 
fulfill our goal... living full-time at our lake house. Feeling so blessed by this, I began 
to pray for ways to share Jesus with our neighbors.  

I began to feel the Lord leading me toward starting a neighborhood Bible study. This 
is outside my comfort zone for sure. But when I shared this with one of my neighbors 
at the lake, she said, “I know why He’s doing this! He knows I need it.” 

Enough said!

Of course, the Lord made a way for me to start a neighborhood Bible study. I was 
taking a Bible study at Nall at the time, and I asked the women in my group to pray 
about what the Lord had laid on my heart. Claudia Shannon suggested the study, “A 
Woman Who Doesn’t Quit,” a study of the book of Ruth. Marie Clark had taught the 
study, and she began looking for resources for me. What a wonderful blessing! 

I had never done this before, but suddenly, I had everything I needed!

At this time, the group consists of my neighbor and me. Her grown daughter also has 
a book, but because of work conflicts, she is following the study on her own. I want 
to meet with her and discuss the study soon. My neighbor has had a lot of questions, 
and the Lord has been there to help me answer them. I am trusting in the Lord to help 
us grow in number as He sees the need! 

Any ideas for the next study would be appreciated.
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On Sunday, Oct. 8, guest speaker Todd Funk will 
deliver a special presentation called “The Darwin 
Delusion.” 

This presentation looks at the theory of evolution from 
both a scientific and faith perspective. Does the theory 
really stack up to either perspective? 

Todd Funk draws on his science expertise to answer 
this question and many others related to evolution. 

The presentation will take place at 9:30 am, Sunday, 
Oct. 8, in the CLC/Gym. Core Groups will still meet 
that day. 

Registration is requested. Register with church office or at www.nallave.org/events.

THE DARWIN DELUSION PRESENTATION



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208
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Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 

Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays 
      9:15 am   BSF Class Day
      5:00 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm awana

   Bible Study
     GriefShare 
    Youth Study
     8:30 pm   Men’s Basketball
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October Activities     
      1   Meet the Staff, 9:30 am

      2   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

      5   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am

      8   The Darwin Delusion, 9:30 am

           Deacon’s Meeting, noon

8–15  Peanut Butter Drive 
    10   Upward Evaluations, 6 pm

   12   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am

          Upward Evaluations, 6 pm

   13   Trivia Night FUNdraiser, 6 pm

   15   Committee/Team Meetings, 4 pm      
   19   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am   
    29   Fall Festival, 3–5 pm         
  
 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Oct. 1: Jose Peppers, 6870 Johnson Dr, Mission

Oct. 8: Johnny’s Bar-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor, Mission

Oct. 15: PepperJax Grille, 5922 Barkley, Mission

Oct. 22: Olive Garden, 6750 W. 95th, Overland Park

Oct. 29: T Harry’s, 11817 College Blvd, Overland Park

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: Laura Brainard

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Lewis 
Jones, Darol Phillips
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