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  With the addition of Sara Brunsvold in October, 
some staff job duties have changed. Here’s a general 
overview of who does what.

  Julie Italiano (second from left), administrative 
coordinator, works Monday–Friday, 8 am–5 pm. She 
answers calls, maintains church membership files, 
tracks dinner and event reservations, processes 
volunteer background checks, maintains the church 
calendar, manages the office supplies and resources, 
and coordinates building rentals and usage. Contact: 
julie@nallave.org.

 Sara Brunsvold (far right), ministry coordinator, part time, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:30 am–4:30 pm, 
and Thursday, 8:30 am–Noon. She handles all church communications (Nall Call, social media, website, etc.) 
and large, church-wide special events, such as Fall Festival and the Easter Egg Hunt. Learn more about Sara on 
page 5. Contact: sara@nallave.org.

 Lisa Clark (third from left), finance secretary, part time, hours vary. She processes contributions, pays 
bills, and handles payroll. Contact: lisa@nallave.org.

 Greg Meola, facilities coordinator, part time, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday. He is responsible for 
weekly maintenance and building repair, as well as setting up and tearing down for certain activities. Contact: 
greg@nallave.org.

 
 I spoke to one person recently who told me she doesn’t even like to read the story 
of Samson because it is such a negative story. I understand those sentiments, but in the 
end the story of Samson is also a story of great hope. 

 In spite of his sin, his immaturity, and his obvious lack of spiritual depth, Samson 
eventually finds hope, and it happens in the most unusual place. After he is blinded, put 
in shackles, and thrown into a Philistine dungeon, hope appears in two ways.    

 First, his hair begins to grow again. In this simple fact I see God’s great grace 
for Samson. Remember, Samson has turned away from his vow to God for nearly his 

entire life. The final act of betrayal was allowing his hair to be shaved. This is only an outward act, but it is highly 
symbolic of his wayward heart before the Lord. The great hope we see now is that even after all of his 
rebellious ways, it is possible to find restoration with God. Some of us need to hear that message today. No 
matter how far we have moved away from God, He is always ready to restore us to fellowship with Him.

 The second sign of hope comes in Samson’s prayer to the Lord. In the entire narrative of Samson’s life 
we only see him praying only one other time. His first prayer was one of anger to God because he was thirsty 
in the desert. The second prayer, in the dungeon, we see perhaps for the first time an authentic cry to the Lord. 
In this one act, we see a prideful man who is now willing to humble himself before the Lord. For all of us, hope 
begins in the darkest moments when we are willing to humble ourselves before God. I would encourage all of us 
today to take that step of obedience and take hold of the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 

      Meet yoUr aMazing oFFice staFF by Kelly Jackson, family life and operations     
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Operation Christmas Child
School supplies (e.g., pencils, 
crayons, notebooks), small toys 
(jump ropes, balls, small stuffed 
animals, dolls), toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soap, washcloths, 
combs/brushes, hair accessories, 
socks, child-size t-shirts. Please NO 
candy that will melt. Complete list 
at SamaritansPurse.org. Drop off 
donations near Children’s Welcome 
Desk by Tuesday, Nov. 17.
Contact: Kelly Jackson

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY Ways to get involved

    
Ends Nov. 15. Complete list of 
needed items at the Welcome Desk 
or in Central Hall. Items requested 
include: new or gently used coats, 
jackets and sweaters. Also needed, 
in new condition: children’s clothing, 
toys, books, personal hygiene items. 
Drop off donations in the designated 
bins, racks and barrel.
Contact: Dave Haws, 913-722-
1062, dawahaws@aol.com.

    
The fund will be divided among 
nominated Nall families who need 
help this Christmas. Place check or 
sealed cash in the collection plate 
or mail to the office. Designate 
“Family Christmas Fund” in the 
check memo line, or on the outside 
of your envelope if donating cash. 
Contributions due Sunday, Nov. 29. 

To nominate a Nall family to share 
in the fund, contact Dave Haws, 
Benevolence Committee chair, 
dawahaws@aol.com/(913)722-
1062, or Lisa Clark in the office. All 
nominations are confidential.

Roles include concession stand, 
referees, scoreboard operators, 
prayer partners and coaches. 
Contact: 
Chris Carney, 913-302-6920.

    
The Missions Committee will host 
a free program for Upward players 
and their siblings on Saturday, Dec. 
19, 1–4 pm. The goal is to give their 
parents a few hours to themselves in 
a busy time of year. Volunteers will 
conduct a VBS-style program with 
games, music, Gospel presentation 
and more. Roles include setup, 
clean-up, child care, game leaders 
and more. 
Contact: 
Kristi DeMint, (913) 486-5235. 

Johnson County Christmas 
Bureau collection

Family Christmas Fund

Upward volunteers

Special outreach event to 
Upward families

MeMORIAl GARdeN FOR 
ChRISTIAN YOUNG

In one corner of the playground  
now stands  a  purple garden 
box. Currently it houses mums. 
Come spring, it will be home to 
cucumber plants. This garden is 
a  living  memorial  for Christian 
Young,  3-year-old son of Jerry 
and Lisa Young who passed away 
in May. The box was built by Lew 
Shannon and the flowers were 
planted by the children of the 
Classical Conversations home 
school group that meets at the 
church on Mondays. Christian loved 
the color purple, and also helping 
his mom grow cucumbers. Says his 
mom, Lisa: “We would like to thank 
everyone here for all the support our 
family has received and the garden 
memorial. We are truly blessed.”

WedNeSdAY NIGhT 
dINNeR MeNUS

$6/person or $17 max per immediate 
family.

Nov. 4: Baked Pacific cod with 
lemon butter and chives, roasted 
new potatoes, fresh green beans 
Alcienne, hard rolls, salad bar, 
dessert

Nov. 11: Creamy chicken a la king, 
white rice pilaf, peas and carrots, 
buttermilk biscuits, salad bar, 
dessert

Nov.18: Roasted pork loin with 
apples and sauerkraut, cornbread 
dressing, mashed potatoes, glazed 
baby carrots, buttered broccoli, 
hard rolls, dessert

Nov. 25: No dinner (Thanksgiving 
holiday)

Please RSVP no later than the  
Sunday before the dinner you 
wish to attend (you can use the 
response card in church or call the 
office). Standing reservations are 
welcome.
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KITCheN ReMOdel UPdATe

He did it! After a long wait and many tries, Bob Clark, Sr. 
(literally) walked off with the Chili Cook Off First Place 
prize at the Fall Festival, Oct. 25. 

An architect has been retained, preliminary plans 
are in place, and the remodel project has moved into 
the bidding process for contractors. Estimated to be 
completed in 2016, the project will vastly update and 
improve the current kitchen off the CLC, which dates 
back to the 1970s.
 
“There have been discussions about remodeling the 
kitchen for several years,” said Richard Miller, project 
lead. “Discussions became action when the Wednesday 
Night Dinners were restarted, and it became evident 
that a major upgrade was necessary if we wanted to 
continue this ministry.” 
 
Richard serves as the point person between the 
architect, contractor and church, with reporting 
responsibility to Pastor Joe. 
 
The plan is to build a new kitchen off the east end 
of the CLC and the current kitchen will be converted 
to storage. Some appliances will also be updated. A 
new, leased dishwasher will be added along with a few 
new small appliances. The current stove, freezer and 
refrigerator will remain. 
 
Drawings of the proposed remodeled kitchen will 
be available for congregational review when the 
construction proposal is presented at a future called 
business meeting. Watch for details on the date and 
time of the meeting. Members will also be receiving 
information soon regarding a special fundraising effort 
to support the remodel.
 
A construction start date will be determined once a 
contractor is retained. The current kitchen and CLC will 
be available for events during construction.

SNAPShOTS

The Raymers, a local husband-wife musical duo, 
entertained at the JOY Luncheon, Oct. 8.

Costumes abounded at the Fall Festival, Oct. 25. 
Pictured: Joanna, Reed and Clay Unruh.
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UPCoMInG EvEnTS

JoY Mini Thanksgiving, nov. 12
Just Older Youth (senior adults) will meet 
at 11:30 am, Thursday, Nov. 12, in the 
CLC, with a potluck and presentation 
on the truths and myths about the 
first Thanksgiving. Friends and family 
welcome. Bring a dish or $4 donation.  

MoPS Winter Wondermart, nov. 14
Winter Wondermart fundraiser vendor 
fair runs 9 am–4 pm, Saturday, Nov. 14, 
in the CLC. Shop a variety of vendors 
offering home accents, children’s books, 
handmade items, jewelry, ornaments, 
antique pottery and more. Prizes, 
giveaways and treats. Mothers of 
Preschoolers ministers to more than 30 
young moms in community.

Sunday School teachers/leaders Fall 
Gathering, nov. 15 
All Sunday school teachers and leaders 
will meet 5–6 pm, Sunday, Nov. 15, in the 
Multipurpose Room. Come with ideas on 
how to clarify the purpose and priorities 
of our Sunday School; specific ways 
your class can help build relationships; 
and ways to encourage members to 
experience transformed lives.

operation Christmas Child Packing 
Party, nov. 18
An easy way to serve—for all ages. 
Begins at 6:30 pm, Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
in the CLC. No RSVP required. Families 
from our Awana and Upward programs 
will also be participating. For Trail Life 
boys, this event counts as a values 
event. 

Thanksgiving Day Breakfast, nov. 26
The 47th annual breakfast will be 
served 8:30–9:30 am followed by short 
devotional in the CLC. Pancakes, 
sausage, scrambled eggs. Friends and 
family welcome. Freewill donations 
benefit mission trip fund.

Head’s up: 
Women’s Christmas Brunch, 10 am, 
Saturday, Dec. 5. Details to come.

RooTED: YoUTH MInISTRY UPDaTE by Kim Jeffers, students

 Sara started Oct. 6 as the Ministry Coordinator (see Kelly’s column for 
more). She and her husband, Robert, live in Mission with their endlessly awesome 
girls, Elli, 7, and Krista, 4. 
 Sara grew up on a dairy farm near Hannibal, MO., and earned a degree 
in English from Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville. Previously she 
worked in public affairs for the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. 
 For Nall, she has served in leadership for the Mothers of Preschoolers 
group, as an Awana teacher, and currently as a member of the Missions Committee. 
Last year, she and Robert invited several other Nall families to start a home group, 
which meets every other Monday for dinner and study.
 She works part time Tuesday through Thursday most weeks.

SPoTLIGHT on nEW STaFF MEMBER: Sara Brunsvold

WELCoME nEW MEMBERS
Church: Ed and Marsha Otero, Brian and Jamie Weese 
Sunday School: Josh and Melissa Niesen

 
 One of my favorite things about teenagers 
is their spunk and energy. The most rewarding 
moments for me as a youth pastor are when 
I see these kids connect their energy to their 
spiritual life with the Lord. Recently in the 
Rooted youth study, we have focused on 
maturing in our faith. We asked the question, 
“Do we even care to mature our faith?” 
Sometimes the problem starts there. We 
simply have faith without any hope or desire 
to mature that faith. Please join me in praying 
the teenagers desire to grow their faith 
and take individual steps in their walk with 
the Lord so they can use all that relentless  
energy and seek Him first above all else. 
 The Lord is actively at work in the lives 
of these students, and I am blessed to see 
it on a regular basis. One such example I 

want to share with you this month is Tyler Rains (in sunglasses in picture). Tyler 
is a natural-born leader. Others flock to him as a good example and positive role 
model. During the Fall Festival, in the midst of crazy confusion and small amounts 
of frustration in our caramel apple stand, Tyler would remind us, “but the positive 
thing about this is what? ... Find something positive about this.” It is rare to find a 
teenager who pushes against the complaining and sees the positive. Thankfully, 
we have many such teenagers at NABC! Thank you, parents, for raising up young 
leaders in the church!
 I also want to give a special thanks to the Gowlers for hosting our Murder 
Mystery Party on Oct. 23. The kids went all out with costumes and had a blast 
figuring out who our cunning “murderer” was: Taylor DeMint. After the party we 
looked at Matthew 5, which tells us how the Lord has called us to be different, and 
how Christ has set the standard for our life.  
 The next Girls/Guys Hangout will be a little different. The girls hangout will 
be postponed because I will be out of town. Guys will hang out at their usual time, 
5:30–8:30 pm, Sunday, Nov. 8, at the DeMints. Bring flashlights for outdoor fun. 
They will also watch Star Wars VI–Return of the Jedi. 
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Regular Weekly activities
Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
   9:30 am Morning Bible Study
  10:45 am Worship
 12:00 pm    Singles Lunch Bunch   
   5:00 pm   GriefShare   
 Wednesdays  (not nov. 25) 
     9:00 am  Bible Study Fellowship 
  11:45 am  BSF Session II                
  4:30 pm Staff Meeting
   5:30 pm   Wednesday Dinner
    6:30 pm   Classes/Awana 
   8:30 pm   Men’s Basketball 
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 Monthly activities
 1   Bennett Bridal Shower 3 pm

      Sunday School Leadership  
   Team 4 pm

 2   Men’s Coffee at HyVee 6:30 am

 3   Trail Life to Bass Pro  6:30 pm

 5   MOPS Meeting 9:30 am   
      Upward Coaches Training 6 pm

 8   Deacons Meeting 12 NooN

       Trail Life Fishing 2 pm

       Youth Guys Hangout
     5:30 pm

 9   Senior Leadership Team 
   6:30 pm

10  KC Rescue Mission 5:30 pm

12  MOPS Leaders Meeting 
   9:30 am

       JoY Luncheon 11:30 am  
14  Winter Wondermart 9 am–4 pm

15  Committee/Team Meetings 
   4 pm

        All Sunday School Leaders &  
   Teachers Meeting 5 pm

      Senior Leadership Team 
   6:30 pm

19  MOPS Meeting 9:30 am  
22  Business Meeting 5 pm

       Trail Life Turkey Creek Hike 
   2 pm

24  Bible Study Fellowship 9 am

      BSF Session II 11:45 am  
26–27  Thanksgiving Holiday
            office Closed 

Deepest Sympathies

Nall Avenue Baptist Church offers our deepest 
sympathy to the family and friends of Ernestene 
Feagan, member for 58 years, who passed away 
at the age of 92 on Oct. 8; and to the family and 
friends of Mary Yessen, member for 53 years, who 
passed away at the age of 94 on Oct. 18.

Monthly activities (cont.)
26  Thanksgiving Breakfast 8:30 am

29  Upward Practice 3 pm

30  Upward Practice 5:30 pm 

Note: The church building is used by 
various outside and internal groups 
throughout the week which are not 
listed here. To check room or building 
availability, see the calendar on our 
website, or call the church office.

Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Nov. 1: Johnny’s B-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor, Mission

Nov. 8: Sweet Tomatoes, 8505 College Blvd.,Overland Park

Nov. 15: Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen, 6821 Johnson Dr., Mission

Nov. 22: Chipotle Mexican Grill, 6864 Johnson Dr., Mission

Nov. 29: HyVee, 6655 Martway, Mission


	November 2015 Outside
	November 2015  inside
	November 2015 Outside

