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SHOULD A MAN EAT ALONE WITH A WOMAN? by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     

page 2

On May 19, we will say goodbye to Greg Meola, our Facilities Coordinator. 

Greg and his wife, Lisa, are moving to Tallahassee, FL, to enter a new phase in their lives. 
Greg has been with Nall Avenue Baptist Church for five years. He has been helpful, resourceful 
and trustworthy. If you have ever requested setup for events or reported a facilities need, Greg 
was the one behind the scenes ensuring the work was completed promptly and accurately. His 
contributions to Nall comprised so much more, and we will miss him.

Greg said what stands out to him about his time at Nall is the culture. Before joining Nall’s staff, 
he spent 30 years in a secular work environment. The transition to a church environment was 
a welcome one. He is espeically grateful for the way the people of Nall treated him, both staff 
and congregation.

“I appreciate my time here,” he said. “Everybody was friendly and made me feel accepted. 
Thank you to everyone.”

On May 3 during Wednesday Night Dinner, we will have the chance to celebrate Greg’s time with us over the last five years, 
and we will send him off with our well wishes. 

The hiring process for this part-time position has begun. If you know of anyone who excels in maintenance and is a believer, 
please refer them to me at kelly@nallave.org or 913-432-4141.

Last month, several news outlets reported Vice President Mike Pence and his wife, both 
evangelical Christians, have an agreement meant to protect their marriage: neither will dine 
alone with someone from the opposite sex. Several commentators and journalists criticized 
Pence of “walling off women professionally,” as The Atlantic put it. They claimed Pence’s refusal 
of “schmoozing meetings” with women contributes to the lack of advancement of women in the 
workplace because it limits women from coveted one-on-one time with executives. 

Not long ago in our country, the Pences’ agreement would have been considered admirable, 
or least understandable. Today it is so out of the norm it draws widespread ridicule and shouts 
of discrimination, even in some Christian circles. Karen Swallow Prior, an English professor at 

Liberty University and research fellow with the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
said the Pences’ agreement “befits the world of Mad Men more than the modern-day work world where women are to be 
treated as equals.” She remembers feeling slightly embarrassed the first time she realized a male colleague refused her 
offer for a ride back to the office after a meeting because of her gender. The offer “wasn’t sexual,” she recalled “until it was.”
Prior and other commentators emphasize the issue of equality in their criticisms, to which I have two questions. First, how 
do they define equality? Second, does the pursuit of this equality negate other values? 

Billy Graham was notorious for never being alone in a room with a woman, ever. Some charged him with being too extreme 
in his day, but he had the rule to protect his reputation, avoid any appearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22) and respect his 
marriage. This is often referred to as the “Billy Graham rule.” The application of his principle may be debatable, but it seems 
to me his heart’s desire was to honor the Lord and his family.

So, what should we make of this debate over not eating a meal alone with someone of the opposite sex? We should be 
sensitive to the value of equality, but valuing equality should not disarm other values. Godly wisdom requires keeping 
boundaries in all our relationships. To avoid the appearance of evil and honor our marriages are biblical principles we should 
follow. If nothing else, I believe the debate communicates the fact if you desire to live a godly life, you will continue to find 
the culture less and less accommodating.

BEST WISHES, GREG MEOLA by Kelly Jackson, minister of family life and operations
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Danica Stull (standing) helps a Road to Resurrection attendee and her 
granddaughter color palm leaves at the event, April 8.
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SNAPSHOTS

Participants pick out decorations and giftables to put in Easter baskets for 
homebound Nall family members at the Build a Basket Luncheon, April 2.
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MOTHERS GROUPS NOW 
REGISTERING

Registration for two mothers groups 
hosted by Nall are now open for 
registration. Mothers of Preschoolers  
or MOPS (birth through kindergarten) 
and MOMSnext (1st grade and above) 
will meet every first and third Thursday 
at 9:30 am, September through May.

Moms enjoy biblical teaching, brunch, 
activities and friendship with moms in 
the same life stage. Child care and a 
homeschool room are available. 

The cost is $60 per sememster or $100 
for the year. 

Register at www.nallave.org/women.
John Radliff (left) and Ray Brainard work in the kitchen during the Easter 

Breakfast, a service opportunity for the Men’s Ministry, April 16.

GLORIOUS RUIN STUDY

Starting Wednesday, May 10, Pastor Joe 
will lead the 4-session study  Glorious 
Ruin: How Suffering Sets You Free. 
The study is an honest and refreshing 
look at the reality of suffering, the ways 
we tie ourselves in knots trying to deal 
with it, and the comfort of the Gospel. 
Learn why God allows suffering and 
how to approach suffering.

Register through the church office or at 
www.nallave.org/events.    
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Men’s Softball, begins in June
Games will be on Monday evenings at Heritage Park in Olathe. 
Contact John Radliff, men’s ministry coordinator, johnradliff4@
gmail.com / 913-481-8680.

Women’s Summer studies, begin June 6
Tuesdays in June and July. Child care is available with advanced 
registration. Register: www.nallave.org/summerstudies.

9:30 am sessions

Entrusted: A Study of 2 Timothy by Beth Moore (6 sessions), 
$13; led by Danica Stull
God has entrusted you with the gospel message and has gifted 
you to carry it to the furthest reaches of this planet. He’s calling you to be His mighty servant, willing to face whatever 
difficulty you encounter as you carry out His mission.

The Broken Way: A Daring Path Into the Abundant Life by Ann Voskamp (6 Sessions), $13; led by Heidi Langford
Find answers to often-unspoken questions about brokenness, such as: What if you really want to live abundantly before 
it’s too late? What do you do if you really want to know abundant wholeness? 

Children of the Day: 1 & 2 Thessalonians by Beth Moore (9 sessions), $16; led by Brenda Rice
Whether you’re facing family crises, medical diagnoses, doubts, or fears, you’ll come away encouraged that even 
though it may not feel that way, you are exactly where Christ wants you to be!

Seven Realities for Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby (8 sessions), $12; led by Marie Clark
Examine seven scriptural realities—those Moses experienced in Exodus 3—that teach believers how to develop an 
obedient love relationship with God and discover His will. 

6:30 pm sessions

The Broken Way: A Daring Path Into the Abundant Life by Ann Voskamp (6 Sessions), $13; led by Alice Gowler
Find answers to often-unspoken questions about brokenness, such as: What if you really want to live abundantly before 
it’s too late? What do you do if you really want to know abundant wholeness?

8 Great Dates with Your Daughter (8 sessions), Girls $12; Moms $14; led by Kelly Jackson
Moms will gain creative ideas and godly guidance to bond with their daughters and help them navigate the crazy tween 
world of friendships. Each night includes a fun activity and biblical lesson. Recommended for daughters ages 8-12.

Youth Summer Camp, June 19–24 
Deadline to register is June 1. The youth will travel to Fuge Camp in Glorieta, NM, for a week of Bible study, worship, fun and 
friendship. For students who have completed 6th through 12th grade. Cost is $200 plus travel meals. Contact Lewis Jones, 
minister of students, to register: lewis@nallave.org or 913-432-4141.

VBS: Galactic Starveyors, June 25–29
As kids focus their telescopes on the marvels painted in the sky by the Creator, they will 
discover the wonder among all wonders: The God who created everything there is wants a 
personal relationship with them! Meets 6–8:30 pm. For ages 3 (must be potty trained) through 
6th grade. No cost to attend. Register: www.nallave.org/vbs.

Kids Summer Camp, July 24–28
Deadline to register is June 1. Kids and adult sponsors will travel to Southwest Baptist Uni-
versity in Bolivar, MO, for this CentriKid Camp. For kids who have completed 2nd through 6th 
grade. Cost is $200 per child; adult sponsors free. Contact Kelly Jackson, minister of family 
life and operations, to register: kelly@nallave.org or 913-432-4141.

COMING UP THIS SUMMER: AN OUTLINE
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YOUTH SUMMER 
DETAILS
See Page 5.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Men’s Coffee, May 1
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. All 
men welcome. Meet in upstairs cafe.

Last Wednesday Night Dinner, May 3
Dinners will resume in the fall.

Awana Awards Night, May 3
Achievement awards and special 
recognitions announced. Families 
encouraged to attend. Refreshments 
served after the ceremony.

Graduation Dinner, May 5
6:30 pm, at the church, catered by Jack 
Stack barbecue. 

Graduation Sunday, May 7
10:45 am service. For high school 
graduates and above.

Glorious Ruin study begins, May 10
6:30 pm, D108. See details on Page 3.

JOY Luncheon, May 11
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Judith King and 
Bruce Matthews will present on Kansas 
City’s Historic Union Cemetery. Bring a 
potluck dish to share or $4. 

Business Meeting, May 21
5 pm, sanctuary. 

Church office closed, May 29
For Memorial Day.

YOUTH SUMMER SCHEDULE
Make plans to join in on these activities this summer. In addition to Summer 
Camp (see page 4 for details), the youth have the following planned.

Summer Kick-off @ The K

Head out to the ballpark—and bring 
a friend! May 31 is Student Night at 
the K, so bring your ID, as well as $10 
for your ticket and money for stadium 
food. 

Sign-ups will begin soon. 

Summer Wednesday Night Study: The Good Book

Begins June 7 at 6:30 pm. Many people struggle with 
reading and understanding the Bible. This study will take 
a look at the bigger theological themes of scripture. Youth 
will not only familarize themselves with God’s Word but 
also have an opportunity to find a passion for the Word 
and sharing it with others. 

Study will not meet June 14 and 28 due to VBS activities.

Contact Lewis Jones, interim minister of students, at lewis@nallave.org or (913) 
432-4141 with questions about any of the youth summer activities and studies.
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A portion of Nall’s Missions offerings 
go to the Webster Conference 
Center in Salina, KS. The Kansas-
Nebraska Convention of Southern 
Baptists purchased the property from 
O.K. Webster in 1981 and, over the 
years, turned what was once a simple 
campground into a 225-acre conference 
facility with modern amenities and the 
capacity to hold groups of hundreds. 
The vision is to touch lives in Kansas, 

Nebraska and beyond with the Gospel. Webster Conference Center is a meeting 
and recreation place for ministries as well as family and corporate events. 
Additionally, Webster assists relief organizations such as the Red Cross to provide 
shelter and food during times of crisis. 

Several projects are currently happening at Webster: dining hall remodel, repaving 
of entry road, and upgrades to the picnic pavilion and recreation shack. Donations, 
volunteers and prayer for these projects are always appreciated. 

Learn more at www.webstercc.org.

MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT: WEBSTER CONFERENCE 
CENTER

HOW DO YOU HELP IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY?
What are the ways you help in your 
community? Do you volunteer at a 
school? Do you distribute food? Do you 
look out for an elderly neighbor?

Your service is an honor to God. Shar-
ing your story can bring inspiration to 
others and joy to His heart.

No matter how “small” you think your 
service is, please share your story with 
Nall Call editor Sara Brunsvold, sara@
nallave.org / 913-432-4141. 
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Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 
Tuesdays
      4:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays  
      9:00 am    BSF (ends May 10)     
      6:30 pm Wednesday Night study
       (Starts May 10)
      8:30 pm  Men’s Basketball
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May Activities     
      1   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

      3   Wednesday Dinner 5 pm 
           aWaNa Awards Night 6:30 pm   
      4   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am 
   5–6  Senior Leadership Retreat
     7   Nall 101, 9:30 am      
      9   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm 
   11   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am   
    14   mother’S Day     
    18   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am 
   21   Mentor’s Luncheon, NooN

           Committee/Team Meetings, 4 pm

           Business Meeting, 5 pm 
    29   memorial Day holiDay

   Office Closed 

 
 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

May 7: Popeye’s Chicken, 6821 Johnson Dr., Mission

May 14 (Mother’s Day): PepperJax Grill, 5922 Barkley St., Mission

May 21: Johnny’s B-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor St., Mission

May 28 (Memorial Day Weekend): Olive Garden, 6750 W 95th St., OP

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: Ann Coggins

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Liz Reed
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NEW MEMBERS
Welcome new church member: 

Gaybine Miller

Welcome new Core Group member:

Debbie Coleman

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES

     We extend deepest 
sympathies to the family 
of Barbara Rocklage, 85, 
who passed away April 16. 

 She was a faithful member 
since 1960.
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