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THE FAILURE OF MEMORY by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     

page 2

We believe God designed the family to be the primary disciple-making 
relationship. In other words, God gave parents the privilege of nurturing faith 
in the next generation. That’s why Faith Path was created, as a step-by-
step plan to help you be intentional as you prepare for key faith milestones 
and foster spiritual disciplines in your child’s faith journey. 

Deuteronomy 6:4–7: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on 
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit 
at home, when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you 
get up.”

The Faith Path strategy is intended to help you develop a clear plan to 
intentionally point your child toward Christ in an age-appropriate manner. 
The strategy includes regular Lunch and Learns. Register for the ones that 
most interest you.

May 1: The Blessing & Family Time
May 22: Preparing for Adolescence & Purity
June 5: Rites of Passage & Launch 

To receive Faith Path materials, register your family at www.NallAve.org/FaithPath. You will receive a reminder email on your 
child’s birthday about what new step he/she is on and which materials packet to pick up from the office. 

In the twilight of his life the great 19th century American writer and poet Ralph Waldo Emerson 
was experiencing a common problem in old age, a faulty memory. He would forget the names of 
common objects and struggle to refer to them in a round-about-way. He also forgot the names 
of many who were very familiar to him. At the funeral of his dear friend, poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, Emerson mentioned to another person, “That gentleman has a sweet, beautiful soul, 
but I have entirely forgotten his name.” His faulty memory eventually became more than nuisance, 
it became debilitating. His mind became so disoriented that he eventually lost the ability to pen his 
own name. In better times he wrote about the importance of memory: “It holds us to our family, to 
our friends. Hereby a home is possible; hereby only a new fact has value.” Our shared memories 
hold a powerful place in the construction and sustainability of what we know as life. 

There are some who lose their memory as an unavoidable consequence of advancing age. But there are many others 
who surrender memory voluntarily and with great harm. In a culture so focused on the moment it is easy to neglect the 
shared memory of those who have gone before us and fail to learn from the past. I believe we see this clearly in research 
that reveals we live in a historically illiterate society. In one study last year researchers found that only 15% of graduating 
seniors were considered proficient in history. Recently a daughter of a Holocaust survivor went to four public universities in 
Pennsylvania and asked the students basic questions.  When asked what country Adolf Hitler led in WWII many students 
were baffled. One student responded by saying, “I think it was Amsterdam.”  We might laugh if we weren’t already crying.

So, what is the point? Memorial Day will soon be upon us and I believe it must be more than a call to remember loved ones 
we have lost. It is also a call to reflect on the past in order to think clearly about the present. In our age of ever-accelerating 
change we often fail to look to the past for wisdom. Our culture believes the past is a relic that can and should be cast off 
like unnecessary anchors. But the Bible consistently preaches the importance of collective memory.  It constantly points us 
to the lessons of the past. Our societal failure to learn from those who have gone before us is not only crippling our social 
and political thinking, it is also devastating for spiritual life and vitality. A failure in memory will also lead to a failure of faith. 
As the people of God may we treasure the anchors of the past, biblical and otherwise, in order to weather the present storms 
of confusion, ignorance, and faithlessness.   

CULTIVATING INTENTIONALITY IN OUR PARENTING by Kelly Jackson, family life and operations     
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The kick-off Faith Path Lunch and Learn on April 3 saw a packed house. 
Future lunch and learns will be targeted to age and stage of children.
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Last Wednesday 
night dinner before 
summer
May 4 is the last Wednesday Night 
Dinner before summer break. Dinner is 
a “chef’s choice” menu.

$6/person or $17 max per immediate 
family. RSVP through the office. Dinners 
will resume in the fall.

snapshots

“Seeds of Faith” planted by participants of the January 17 Prayer and Worship 
Night continue to thrive.
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Joy seeks 
voLunteers
The Just Older Youth (JOY) group 
seeks volunteers to help with monthly 
luncheons. Duties would include 
kitchen help and setup. Luncheons are 
the second Thursday of each month at 
11:30 am in the CLC/Gym. 

If you are able to help, please contact 
Steve Crawford, 913-262-6282.

men’s summer softbaLL
The 8-week season begins in June. Game 
times vary from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm. All games 
are played at Heritage Park in Olathe. 

Must be 18 years old to play. Cost is expected 
to be about $40 per player. 

Questions can be directed to John Radliff, 
Men’s Ministry leader: johnradliff4@gmail.com or 913-481-8680.

Sunday, May 15, 5 pm, Sanctuary. 

During the April 24 meeting, the vote on 
the kitchen project was delayed so that 
more information could be obtained 
about the possibility of replacing the 
CLC/gym floor as part of the project. 

A discussion and vote will take 
place. Child care provided. No RSVP 
required.

speciaL caLLed 
business meeting

deepest sympathies
Sympathies to the family 
and friends of Mel Degn, 81, 
who passed away on April 
17, 2016. He was a member 
for 43 years.
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Women’s summer bibLe studies begin June 7
Studies will meet at the church on Tuesdays during June and July. Child care is provided with registration.

TueSDAY MORNING SeSSIONS (9:30–11 am) 

armor of god by Priscilla Shirer. A devoted, devilish enemy seeks to wreak havoc on everything that matters to you. Learn 
how to guard against him. Led by Marie Clark. Workbook is $13.

breaking free: the Journey, the stories by Beth Moore. Discover the transforming power of freedom in Jesus Christ. 
Drawn from Isaiah, a book about the captivity of God’s children, the faithfulness of God, and the road to freedom. Led by 
Brenda Rice. Workbook is $16.

the friends of Jesus by Karen Kingsbury. explore six people in the life of Jesus and the depth of friendship that is found 
with each one. Led by Heidi Langford. Workbook is $13.

open your bible by Raechel Myers and Amanda Williams. This study will leave you with a greater appreciation for the Word 
of God, a deeper understanding of its authority, and a stronger desire to truly know the Bible inside and out. Led by Alice 
Gowler. Workbook is $15.

TueSDAY eVeNING SeSSIONS (6:30–8 pm)

battle plan for prayer by Alex and Stephen Kendrick. Learn how to create your own prayer strategy and be specific and 
strategic in prayer. Led by Kelly Jackson and Gerrie Orr. Workbook is $12.
 
conversation peace:  the power of transformed speech by Mary Kassian. For anyone who battles the impulse of 
gossip, sarcasm and negativity in their speech. Discover powerful speech-transforming elements, master skills of effective 
communicators and strengthen your vocabulary with words from the Word. Led by Angie Funderburk. Workbook is $13. 

hoodwinked: 10 myths moms believe and Why We all need to knock it off by Karen ehman and Ruth Schwenk. 
Identify myths culture perpetuates and replace them with the truth of what the Bible says about mothering. Meets every 
other Tuesday (June 7 & 21; July 5 & 19). Led by Sara Brunsvold. Book is $13.

Register online at www.NallAve.org/SummerStudies or through the office, 913-432-4141.

voices: sherry rink, “my hesitant, scaredy-cat outreach”
I started writing down the names of the grocery store checkers and sackers I see 
weekly. Then the thought occurred to me to tell them, “I would like to pray for you this 
week. Is there something you would like me to pray for?” Out of my comfort zone! 
Last month I conquered my first giant and asked, as quietly as possible, my first 
checker how I could pray for her that week. First she asked why. Then she thought 
for a moment and said her husband struggled with vertigo. I promised to pray for him, 
and I have, asking God to glorify Himself to them. Her husband is better and has 
returned to work.  

Since then, I have asked five other checkers the same question. Of course, answers 
and their depth have varied from vertigo, to depression, to cancer, to the Royals, to 
the refugees coming to the country. Wow.  

It’s not always easy to follow up. I’ve seen only two of the same checkers again. 
But I will keep looking for them, and I will keep asking my question. May God use 
my hesitant, scaredy-cat outreach to help point them to a saving relationship with 

Jesus. To God be the glory. Amen!  

   Want to share your testimony in Voices? Contact Sara, sara@nallave.org / 913-432-4141.
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Upcoming EvEnts
men’s coffee, may 2
6:30 am. Upstairs café inside HyVee, 95th 
and Antioch. 

graduation Dinner, may 6
5:30 pm, Carrabba’s on Metcalf. RSVP to 
Kim Jeffers, 816-853-7420.

JoY Luncheon, may 12
11:30 am, CLC/gym. Lane Smith as Gen. 
Robert E. Lee is guest speaker. Bring a 
potluck dish or $4 contribution.

Kids Baptism class, may 15
9:30 am, Chapel. For kids interested in 
learning more about baptism. RSVP to 
Kelly Jackson, kelly@nallave.org. 

graduation sunday, may 15
Contact Kim Jeffers, 816-853-7420, to 
recognize a graduate in your family.

special called Business meeting, 
may 15
5 pm. Follow-up from April 24 meeting. 
Discussion and vote on proposed project 
of the kitchen and CLC/gym. Child care 
available.

Faith path Lunch and Learn, may 22
NooN, Chapel. Topic: Preparing for 
Adolescence and Purity. Register at 
www.NallAve.org/FaithPath.

one-service sunday and missions
Breakfast, may 29
One-Service Sunday in light of Memorial 
Day weekend. Come-and-go breakfast 
served in CLC/gym 7:30–9:30 am. Freewill 
donations to benefit missions projects.

gRADUAtion by Kim Jeffers, students

Upcoming missions FocUs

Graduating high school is one of the first big 
milestones you make in life that sends you out into 
the “real world.” Many of my graduates this year have 
had mixed feelings about reaching this milestone,  
anywhere from wishing adulthood wasn’t upon them, 
to already having one step out of the house and on 
the move to college. NABC has many graduates this 
year. Please take a chance to congratulate them 
and share any wisdom you have with them as they 
get ready to embark on their new journey—all in the 
name of the Lord.

2016 High school graduates

Mary Dennington—Shawnee Mission Northwest
Matthew Hart—Shawnee Mission East
Spencer Myers—Shawnee Mission East
Courtney Rains—Shawnee Mission West
Andrew Reed—Olathe East
Zach Wasson—Shawnee Mission North

Please check out the Shawnee Mission and Olathe calendars for times, dates 
and locations of each student’s graduation ceremony.

mary Dennington and courtney Rains would like to invite all of NABC to their 
graduation party on Friday, May 20 from 6:00 pm–9:00 pm. Stop by the Dennington 
household (7205 Oakview, Shawnee) and enjoy chocolate and chipotle as you 
wish the girls well.
.
(Please continue to look in the bulletin for other graduate party announcements 
as we become aware of them.)

2016 college graduates

Liz Reed—Associate’s in Early Childhood Education
Jessica Parke (January Graduate)—BA in English with emphasis in creative 
writing 

Higher Education graduates

Connor Bounds—Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences

pREp YoUR DonAtions FoR 
tHE YoUtH gARAgE sALE
The Youth Garage Sale will take place 
the first weekend of June at the church. 
Proceeds will benefit missions projects, 
such as the July trip to Ethiopia. 

Collection of donated items will begin  
May 21. Information about when and 
where to drop off donations will be 
communicated soon. 
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Watch for more information about these events.

pancake Breakfast—may 29
Ethiopia mission—July 14–July 24
Johnson county/Kansas city mission—First week of August



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDREss sERvicE REQUEstED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

    

pERioDicALs postAgE pAiD At
sHAWnEE mission, KAnsAs

Regular Weekly Activities

sundays 
    8:15 am     Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch
      5:00 pm GriefShare 

Wednesdays (early may only)
     9:00 am   Bible Study Fellowship 
   11:45 am   BSF Session II                
      4:30 pm   Staff Meeting
     5:30 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm   Classes/Awana 
     8:30 pm   Men’s Open Basketball 
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may Activities

      1  Faith Path Lunch NooN     
      2  Men’s Coffee 6:30 am     
      5  MOPS Meeting 9:30 am   
      8  Mother’s Day  
    10  KC Rescue Mission 5:30 pm  
   12  JOY Luncheon 11:30 am 
   15  Kids Baptism Class 9:30 am 
          Graduation Sunday
          Special Called Business Meeting  
   5 pm 
   19  mopS Meeting 9:30 am   
   22  Faith Path Lunch NooN  
    29  One-Service Sunday (Memorial  
                     Day); 10:45 am only
          Missions Breakfast, come and   
   go, 7:30–9:30 am

Note: The church building is used by various 
groups throughout the week. To check room 
or building availability, see the calendar on 
our website, or call the church office.

Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

May 1: Johnny’s Bar-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor, Mission

May 8: HyVee, 6655 Martway, Mission

May 15: Culver’s, 6005 Metcalf, Mission

May 22: Applebee’s, 6800 Johnson Dr., Mission

May 29: Avelluto’s, 6522 Martway, Mission

vBs registration now open
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for Sunday, 
June 26, through Thursday, June 30, 6–8:30 pm 
each day.

The topic this year is Submerged: Finding Truth 
Below the Surface. Kids will discover that Jesus 
didn’t just see what’s on the outside of people. 
He looked deep down on the inside.

VBS is designed for kids 3 years old through 6th grade. Registration is free. 
Register at www.NallAve.org/VBS.

About nall call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

special assistance: Linda Coppenbarger, Nita and 
David Tomlinson

photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Rudy 
Jackson, Sherry Rink
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