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THE LIFE-SAVING GIFT by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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I have difficulty describing the range of emotions I have had the past several 
weeks. From the tragic loss of baby Alexander Phillips on Jan. 10 to the terrible 
car accident and loss of 15-year-old Alex Carney, it has been a trying time in the 
life of our church family. But I will never forget how God works in the trials of men. 

The moment Alex’s dad, Chris, called me about the accident on Feb. 7, I knew a 
difficult road lay ahead. I committed to staying with the Carneys during this time. 
For the first few days of Alex’s medically induced coma, we prayed for healing 
from the significant head trauma. 

Doctors and nurses alike were deeply affected by Alex and his condition. I could 
sense them interacting with him and his family on a very personal level. The 
surgeon who saved his life that first day was overcome, wondering if he did the 
right thing in the operating room. The truth is, the surgeon’s choice allowed the 
Carneys time to say goodbye to Alex, and gave them the opportunity to consider 
organ donation. 

On Sunday, Feb. 11, the organ donation conversation began in earnest. Chris 
talked about the 70 to 80 people doctors told him could be helped. He suggested 
my brother Don, who was on the kidney transplant list. To be completely transparent, I had neither considered it nor felt 
comfortable thinking about it. I felt a rush of conflicting emotions I had never felt before. I know Don and Shawnna did too. 
I brushed aside the suggestion, assuming the donation process was anonymous and direct donations were not possible. 
Chris, however, pursued and learned they could ask for direct donation. The odds of Alex and Don being a match were slim; 
regardless, doctors obtained Don’s information. All we could do was to wait and ask the Lord to accomplish His will.

On Wednesday night, Feb. 14, at the doctors’ encouragement, the family and I attended the prayer vigil put on by Shawnee 
Mission East students. After Chris spoke to the students, I received a text message from Don: He and Alex were a match. 
We had a great sense of celebration in that moment, even as we headed back to the hospital to face what would be the 
final series of tests on Alex’s brain functioning. Despite the great efforts by the medical staff, it was clear Alex would not 
recover. Doctors confirmed Alex was completely brain-dead, making Feb. 14 his official date of death. The next two days 
were difficult waiting for the organ donation team to arrange for recipients and transports. Don was called into KU Med for 
surgery on Friday, Feb. 16. Other recipients included a 16-year-old boy, who received Alex’s heart. Knowing these donations 
gave life to others does only a little to assuage the grief of losing Alex, however. 

On Friday evening, nurses prepared to move Alex’s body to surgery. Beth said goodbye to Alex in his hospital room. Chris 
walked him down to the surgery doors. In a gesture full of love and affection, Chris and Beth then accompanied me to KU 

Med. We prayed together, thanking God for Alex’s life and the life-giving gifts 
others would receive. We felt joy mixed with sadness, and genuine love and 
appreciation. 

It was the most powerful and meaningful moment in my ministry life. I suspect I 
will never experience anything like it again. 

We are told in the book of Job that God gives and he takes away. I will never 
forget that Friday of conflicting emotions, when life was taken and given. I can 
think of no better illustration of what Christ did for us by giving His life so we 
might live. All for the glory of God and so blessed be the name of the Lord!

Don has been doing well post-transplant. He is home recovering, on leave from 
his career managing Taco Bueno restaurants. Aside from soreness, he has no 
complaints. Chris, in true form, informed Don he “should never have to pay for 
another taco in this town.”Don three days post-transplant. 
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Alex Carney was 15.



Donations are collected at the Upward concession stand on Feb. 10 for the 
family of Alex Carney, who was severely injured in a car accident on Feb. 7. 

The effort raised thousands of dollars, along with dozens of handmade cards. 
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SNAPSHOTS

Mary Fazio and Ken Bell sing a duet at the monthly JOY Luncheon for seniors, 
Feb. 8.
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SUMMER CAMP 
REGISTRATION DUE 
MARCH 29

These brothers have mixed reactions to seeing KC Wolf, mascot of the Chiefs, 
at the Upward Celebration Night, Feb. 26.

Camp for both kids and youth will be 
July 16-20.

Youth will travel to Student Life Camp at 
Windemere on the Lake of the Ozarks. 
The cost is $200/student (scholarships 
are available). Space is limited. 
Registration and $100 deposit are due 
by March 29. Contact Lewis Jones with 
questions or to register.

Kids Camp will be on the Southwest 
Baptist University campus in Bolivar, 
MO. The cost is $200/child (scholarships 
are available). Registration is due by 
March 29. Adult sponsors needed and 
attend camp at no charge. Contact Kelly 
Jackson with questions or to register.

THANK-YOU FROM 
CARNEY FAMILY

Our family would like to thank our Nall 
family for everything they have done for 
us during the loss of our son, Alex. 

The emotional, physical and financial 
support that our family has received 
has been overwhelming.  Words cannot 
begin to express our gratefulness and 
gratitude for the support that we have 
received from the community, the 
Upward families and each and every 
person at Nall Avenue Baptist Church. 

Forever in your debt,

The Carneys 
(Chris, Beth and Cadey)
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A HOPELESS GENERATION? The emergency affecting our students by Lewis 
Jones, Interim Minister of Students
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Depression and anxiety. Bullies and the bullied. Suicide and school shootings. 
Tragedies on every level. Hopelessness, this is what I hear students crying out. 
It breaks my heart, and it should break yours too. 

We can go round and round worrying about the reasons why students’ hearts 
are being affected in this way. We can discuss why this hopelessness seems 
to be magnified and multiplying like never before. There is a time and place 
for that, but in a medical emergency do we stop to discuss the whys? No, we 
stop the bleeding first. I believe this hopelessness in students is an emergency. 
I’m not a healer on any level, but I know when healing is needed. I’m not a 
physician or certified counselor but I do know a Great Physician and I know a 
Wonderful Counselor: Jesus Christ, the son of the living God.

We do not need to fix students. Are we all broken by sin? Yes, but He alone is the giver of life. We must point students to 
Jesus. Christ alone gives them new life through Him. May these scriptures from His Word be words that encourage students. 

• The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:10)
• Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)
• I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to your word! (Psalms 119:107)
• I am the way, and the truth, and the life (John 14:6)
• For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 

been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16)

• After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to 
go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life and we 
have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God. (John 6:66-69)

• Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He 
does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no 
might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who 
wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:28-31)

A HEART OF WORSHIP by Mark Miller, Minister of Worship and Administration

On behalf of my family, I want to express our deepest gratitude for welcoming us into the Nall family 
so quickly. From the first Sunday, we have felt like we have always belonged here, and we are eager 
to find a house in the area to make our home. Please continue to pray for us as we work through this 
transition period moving from Sedalia, Mo.  

I am very excited to be a part of the work God is doing here at Nall. I firmly believe for any Christian 
to experience the transformative work of Christ in their life, they must begin with worship. I am not 
saying singing praise songs is the key to growth in Christ, but rather complete surrender of one’s self 
to Christ is the first step in seeing the transformative power of God (Romans 12:1-2). The specific 

calling God has placed on my life is to lead others in a culture of worship, which means to lead the church in a biblical 
response to God for who He is, what He has done for us, and the promises we have in Him. My desire is that in the coming 
days we as church would continue to worship God in spirit and truth (John 4:23) and actively seek His sanctifying work in 
our lives (Psalm 139:23-24). I hope you are as excited as I am.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS

“In Our Own Voice” Lunch and 
Learn, March 4
NooN, CLC/Gym. Focus on mental 
health. Lunch and child care with 
registration. Freewill donations to 
cover food costs. Register through 
church office.

Men’s Coffee, March 5
6:30 am, HyVee, 95th & Antioch. All 
men welcome.

JOY Luncheon, March 8
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Bring potluck 
dish or $4 contribution.

Spring break, March 12–16
Awana, youth study and dinner will 
not meet. Adult class members, 
defer to your leader for schedule.

Build a Basket Lunch, March 18
NooN, CLC/Gym. Details at left. 

Golgotha Experience, March 28
7 pm, Sanctuary. Details at left.

Good Friday Prayer, March 30
6–8 pm, Foyer and Sanctuary. Details 
at left.

Easter Sunday, April 1
See this page for details.

BUILD A BASKET EASTER PROJECT BEGINS SOON

Sign up to build an Easter basket for one of Nall’s 
homebound members and then personally deliver 
it. A list of recipients will be available on the table 
near the Welcome Center in the Foyer from March 
4-14. Participants are asked to attend the Build a 
Basket Luncheon on Sunday, March 18, noon, in 
the CLC/Gym. Lunch and basic basket supplies 
will be provided at the luncheon. Please bring any 
goodies or treats you think your recipient might en-

joy to complete your basket. The luncheon is a time to enjoy food and fellowship with 
other participants, pray for the recipients and build your basket. 

Questions can be directed to Sara Brunsvold, 913-432-4141 / sara@nallave.org.

Build a Basket is one of several ways to remember the homebound. Year-round vis-
its are incredibly meaningful to these folks. To learn more about how you can help 
brighten the lives of these church members, contact Mary Hale, coordinator of the 
Not Forgotten Ministry, at (913) 721-2609 / maryhale1@gmail.com. 
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GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY

Mark your calendars now for the Good Friday 
Prayer Time on March 30, 6–8 pm. Set aside time 
to intentionally remember the events of the day. 
Come and go as you need, self-pacing through the 
various prayer stations set up throughout the Foyer 
and Sanctuary.

Easter Sunday will follow the normal Sunday 
schedule, with services at 8:15 am and 10:45 am. 
Core Groups will meet at 9:30 am. This year, we will 

not have an Easter breakfast.

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES

We extend deepest 
sympathies to the 
family and friends of:

Bob Horn, 80, who 
passed away on Feb. 
6. He had been a 
member since 2000. 

Alex Carney, 15, who passed away 
on Feb. 14. He had been a member 
since 2012.

Tom Tomlin, age 93, who passed 
away on Feb. 16. He had been a 
member since 2012.

The Golgotha Experience is a special night of 
music featuring guest artists Jesse and Leah 
Roberts (pictured performing). They will perform 
14 original, Scripture-based songs that help the 
curious better understand the truth and importance 
of Jesus’ crucifixion. Tickets are $5 each or $25 
max per household. Child care is available for 
ages 5 and under with registration only. Get tickets 
at www.nallave.org/easter or contact the church 
office at 913-432-4141.

Please note: Wednesday Night Dinner will be served until 6:30 pm this night, and 
Awana and adult studies will not meet so that participants can attend the event.

GOLGOTHA EXPERIENCE IS MARCH 28
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Prairie Village, KS 66208

   

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS

Regular Weekly Activities
Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 
     4:00 pm Senior Leadership Team
Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting
Wednesdays
      9:15 am   BSF Class Day
      5:00 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm Awana
   Bible Study
     GriefShare
    Youth Study
      7:00 pm Simply AA KC
     8:30 pm   Men’s Basketball
Saturdays
    10:00 am Simply AA KC
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March Activities     
      1   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am    
      4   Lord’s Supper, 8:15 & 10:45 am

      5   Men’s Coffee/HyVee,   
   6:30 am 
     8   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am    
    11   Daylight Savings Begins, set  
   clocks ahead Sat. night
           Deacons Meeting, NooN

   13   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm    
    18   Build a Basket Luncheon, NooN

           Committee/Team Meetings, 4 pm 
   22   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am  
   25   Business Meeting, 5 pm

   28   Golgotha Experience, 7 pm

   30   Good Friday Prayer Time, 6 pm  
     
Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

March 4: Pepper Jax Grill, 5922 Barkley St, Mission

March 11: Johnny’s BBQ, 5959 Broadmoor, Mission

March 18: T Harry’s, 11817 College Blvd., Overland Park

March 25: Dos Reales, 8841 W 75th St., Overland Park

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David and Nita Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Steve 
Crawford, Joe Funderburk, Bill Shonkwiler

913.432.4141 // www.nallave.org

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER, APRIL 13
The next Trivia Night FUNdraiser will be Friday, April 13, 6 pm, CLC/Gym. Light 
appetizers served. $20/person or reserve an entire 8-person table for $160. All 
proceeds benefit the Children’s and Youth Camp Scholarships. Registration 
opens soon. Wear your favorite sports team jersey or dress as an athlete of any 
kind and get extra points. At the last Trivia Night, the top team took the prize 
because they dressed up.
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