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LISTENING TO THE STILL, SMALL VOICE by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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For a group of our students, Summer Camp has been a significant 
experience from this summer. I believe the Lord uses experiences 
like camp in students’ lives to not only have fun away from home 
but also deepen their knowledge and strengthen their relationships 
with Him. 

For all of you who prayed over the students and supported their 
trip to Glorieta through scholarships, thank you and bless you. 
Hannah Dennington, a sophomore at Shawnee-Mission South, 
offers this testimony:

“Camp was an incredible experience. Throughout the week, we 
learned about the story of David and Goliath and how David 
overcame somebody who was way bigger and stronger than he 
was with the help of God. During free time before dinner and at 
night, our youth spent lots of time playing volleyball together (we got 
2nd in the volleyball tournament I might add!!). One of my personal favorites was going to worship because the speaker 
and music were amazing and the atmosphere was all-around incredible. After camp we went to Pikes Peak and wow, God’s 
creation is astounding. All the youth LOVED Pikes Peak and going up there, it was so worth the extra drive! All around, the 
week was amazing and everyone had a great time!!”

This year’s camp was led by an amazing group of volunteers from Nall: Roy Dennington, Ty DeMint, Larry Gentry and 
Jessica Parke. If you see them, thank them for taking a week away from jobs and family so our students could spend time 
with peers worshiping the Risen Lord.

Solomon Ginsburg was a relatively well-known Polish evangelist back in the early 1900s. His 
preaching led him across many countries and several continents. 

In 1911, needing rest, he headed to America on furlough. His course took him to Lisbon where he 
was hoping to cross the Bay of Biscay to London, then onward to America. When he arrived in 
Lisbon, Ginsburg found warnings plastered around town about bad storms about to hit the bay. He 
was advised to delay his trip. His ticket allowed him to do that and so he took time to pray about his 
decision. As Ginsburg prayed, something happened. He turned to his prayer calendar and found 
the passage for the day was Deuteronomy 2:7: “For the Lord your God has blessed you in all the 
work of your hands. He knows your trudging through this great wilderness. These forty years the 

Lord your God has been with you; you have lacked nothing.” He believed the Lord was assuring him his long travels were 
under God’s divine direction and protection. 

He decided to take a chance and board his ship. He crossed without a problem and was able to catch the ship Majestic in 
London for a smooth and restful voyage to America. After arriving in the United States, he learned that had he delayed his 
trip in Lisbon, he would have arrived in London just in time to board the Titanic for his journey across the Atlantic.

So many angles are involved in that story it is difficult to narrow it down to one. But let us draw our attention to the still, 
small voice of the Lord. Listening to the Lord is not an easy thing to do. It is also a mystery to me why God communicates 
to some of us at certain times and not to others. You might have heard the expression, “God moves in mysterious ways.” 
That is not a quote from the Bible, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be true in our lives. We don’t know when God is going to 
speak and under what circumstances He might speak, but we should know He does speak to us. It is often very subtle and 
requires a disciplined, patient listener. If we are willing to be proactive listeners, there is no telling how He might speak in 
our lives today.

SIGNIFICANCE OF SUMMER CAMP by Lewis Jones, interim minister of students
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Moms with tween daughters discuss friendship and mean girls at the kickoff of 
Women’s Summer Studies, June 6.
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SNAPSHOTS

The AD08 (Young Singles/Marrieds) Core Group met up over Memorial Day 
weekend for supper at the Brainards. A few of their parents joined in.
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WIDOW’S AND SENIOR 
SINGLE WOMEN’S 
LUNCHEON

The annual catered luncheon for 
widows and senior single women is 
being sponsored by the deacons at 
noon on Sunday, July 9, in the CLC/
Gym, at 12:15 pm. All widows and single 
women age 50 and older are invited.

Please RSVP to the church office by 
Monday, July 3: 913-432-4141 or 
julie@nallave.org.

Montira (left) and Thira Siengsukon provided an update on their missionary 
work in Thailand and Laos during both services, June 25.

THINK DIFFERENTLY 
STUDY

The 10-week study “Think Differently: 
Nothing is Different Until You Think 
Differently” begins Wednesday, July 19, 
at 6:30 pm. 

The study examines how mental 
strongholds came to be and offers a 
biblical path toward repentance and the 
renewing of your mind. Led by Pastor 
Joe Funderburk. Written by James 
MacDonald.

Meets at 6:30 pm, Wednesdays,            
July 19 through Sept. 20. Register: 
www.nallave.org/events
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Romans 12:12  “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

The Galactic Starveyors theme for VBS this year (June 25-29) centered on how 
the God of this Universe, creator of all things, wants a relationship with each of us.  
The children learned about God’s plan for salvation. Although I loved the theme, I 
have to admit in the past five years of VBS, the evening of the Gospel presenta-
tion has caused mixed emotions for me. Each year, the number of children who 
responded slowly dwindled. For a few years, not even one child responded. I had 
become greatly discouraged and questioned every angle of how we can better 
present this essential, life-giving message. 

This year I presented the Gospel accustomed to (and expecting) no response. 
Was I in for an awakening. Fourteen children responded! I was grossly underpre-
pared to minister to them and didn’t have enough resources on hand because I 
expected too little from God. That is a mistake I will not make again. 

No matter our history and times of what seems like unfruitfulness, continue to sow 
the seeds of the Gospel, continue to work for Jesus by telling others about him. At 
just the right time, the harvest will be ready! 

REAPING THE HARVEST: VBS 2017 RECAP by Kelly Jackson
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THANK-YOU FROM KENNY AND LU WARREN
The following is the letter Kenny and Lu read to the congregation on Sunday, June 25: 

Over the past month, it has become increasingly clear to Lu and me that it is time 
for us to resign from leadership at Nall Avenue Baptist Church. We love our church, 
and by that I mean you, the people here at Nall. You hold a very special place in our 
hearts. Nall has been our home for 10-and-a-half wonderful years.

You have also given me personally a true treasure of a gift as an artist and minister. 
The freedom to be who God has uniquely gifted me to be: a long-haired, bluesy 
guitar-slinger who loves God, loves people, loves to worship and dream about min-
istry and then set up musicians for success in their personal gifts to the benefit of 
the church body and the culture we have created. My prayer is that you have been 
blessed and have grown in your walk with Christ because of what you have heard, seen and sung in our time together. We 
have this confidence for you and for us, from Philippians 1:6: “that He who began a good work in you (and us) will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

We have set our last day together as July 9. So in these last days together, please don’t hesitate to take time to allow us to 
give you a hug and express our thanks to you in person for all you mean to us.

God Bless You. We love you.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Coffee, July 3
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. 
All men welcome. Meet in upstairs 
cafe.

Church office closed, July 4
For Independence Day.

Bible studies resume, July 5
Both Women’s Summer Studies 
and the youth “Good Book” study 
resume.

Thank-You Reception for Kenny 
Warren,  July 9
After second service, in Foyer. See 
Page 4 for more. 

Widows and Senior Single 
Women’s Luncheon, July 9
12:15 pm, CLC/Gym. See Page 3.

Special Called Business Meeting, 
July 9
5 pm, Sanctuary. To discuss the 
music ministry transition.

“Think Differently” Wednesday 
Night Study begins, July 19
6:30 pm, Room D108. See details on 
Page 3.

JOY Luncheon, July 13
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Actors/
historians to present on Generals 
Lee and Grant. Bring a potluck dish 
to share or $4. 

Youth Lake Day, July 15
At Lake Winnebago near Lee’s 
Summit; $15, including lunch. Leave 
the church at 10 am; return at 5 pm. 
To sign up, contact Lewis Jones, 
lewis@nallave.org.

Kids Camp begins, July 24
Kids and adults will be traveling to 
Bolivar, Mo.; returning July 28.

Business Meeting, July 30
5 pm, Sanctuary. Regularly scheduled 
meeting.

PAWS FOR FREEDOM HOLDS DOG TRAINING IN CLC
From June 19 through 23, a local nonprofit named Paws for Freedom used Nall’s 
CLC/gym for a week-long training session for its service dogs, led by executive direc-
tor Lee Ann Shearer. The dogs, mostly Labradors, are being trained to assist people 
with disabilities with daily living. Lee Ann purposefully asks teenagers from Horizon 
Academy, a school for special needs students, to train the dogs. This is what gives 
Paws for Freedom its tagline: “Helping children with disabilities help people with dis-
abilities.”

According to the Paws from Freedom website, training a service dogs begins at age 
8 weeks and continues for two to two-and-a-half years. The dogs are purchased from 
or donated by reputable breeders to ensure health, temperament and overall suc-
cess of training. 

The trainers for this week included high school students from Roeland Park-based 
Horizon Academy for kids with learning disabilities.

913.432.4141 // www.nallave.org

The AD05 Core Group, led by Larry and Jean 
Rosenow, wanted to find a way to impact 
their community. So, the group contacted 
Nall member David Langford, who serves on 
the board of City Union Mission, to find out 
the Mission’s most pressing needs. Within 
days, the group collected many of the items 
on the list. 

“We collected 114 rolls of toilet paper, one 
package of paper towels, three boxes of 

diapers, 15 jars of peanut butter, three jars of jelly, 56 cans of vegetables and fruit, 
three boxes of pasta, two bottles of juice, one bottle of detergent, and $15 in cash,” 
says Jean Rosenow. 

The project is one of several Core Groups are taking on at a group level to fulfill Nall’s 
vision of transforming lives, building relationships and impacting communities.

How are you impacting your community? Share your story with Sara Brunsvold, 
editor of Nall Call, sara@nallave.org.

MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT: CORE GROUP COLLECTS 
GOODS FOR CITY UNION MISSION
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Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 

Tuesdays
      9:30 am Women’s Studies
      4:30 pm Staff Meeting
      6:30 pm Women’s Studies

Wednesdays  
      6:30 pm Youth Study
     GriefShare 
    Bible Study (starts 7/19)
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July Activities     
      2   Kids Baptism Class, 9:30 am

           Senior Leadership Team, 3 pm

      3   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

      4   Independence day HolIday

   Office Closed
      5   Women’s/Youth Studies   
     9   Reception for Kenny, noon

           Widow’s/Senior Single Women’s
   Dinner, 12:15 pm

           Special Called Business   
   Meeting, 5 pm

    11   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm 
   13   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am

   15   Youth to Lake Winnebago, 10 am

    16   Committee/Team Meetings 4 pm  
    20   MOPS Steering Team, 9:30 am 
24–28  Kids Camp at Bolivar MO
   30   Business Meeting, 5 pm 

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

July 2: Long John Silver’s, 9900 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Merriam

July 9: Widow and Senior Single Women’s Luncheon or lunch on your own

July 16: McAlister’s Deli, 11330 Shawnee Mission Pkwy, Shawnee

July 23: Hayward’s Pit Bar B Que, 12804 Santa Fe Dr., Lenexa

July 30: T Harry’s, 11817 College Blvd., Overland Park

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David and Nita Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Gary Barber, Laura 
Brainard, Sara Brunsvold, Anelda Clancy, Julie 
Italiano, Jean Rosenow
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WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome new church members: 

Phil and Nancy Shipley
Kelly Hutchison
Randy and Kim Young

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of:

Frances Barnes, 94, who passed away on June 26. She had 
been a member since 1954. 

Erma Jean Bell, 93, who passed away on June 28. She had 
been a member since 1991.
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