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ARE WE REALLY MAKING DISCIPLES? by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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Dawson Troutman is a name that will forever be associated with discipleship. He was an evangelist 
who founded a ministry called Navigators that still has a profound impact, reaching people in more 
than 100 countries today. This legacy might not have been possible without one key event in 
Troutman’s life. One day, early in his ministry, Dawson was driving and saw a young man walking.  
He often picked up hitchhikers in order to share the gospel with them. Dawson pulled over and 
asked the young man if he wanted a ride. As the young man got in the car, Dawson pulled out a 
gospel tract and handed it to the young man. The young man looked at him and said, “Haven’t I 
seen you somewhere before?” Troutman looked at him closely and realized they had met on the 
same road the previous year. He had led the young man in a prayer to receive Christ as Lord and 
afterward he sped on his way confident that another soul had been won for the kingdom of God.  
But now, just a year later, there was no evidence that this young man was living for Christ. It was 

as if that earlier encounter had never happened.

Dawson was stunned. He interviewed many others he had led to Christ. What he found made him sick at heart. Others were 
showing the same lack of transformation as the young man on the road. Troutman was coming to realize a difficult truth: 
making a convert is not the same thing as making a disciple. Motivated by this understanding, he began to work hard on 
developing a process to intentionally disciple those who confessed their faith in Christ. He would say, “You can lead a soul 
to Christ in anywhere from twenty minutes to a couple of hours but it takes from twenty weeks to a couple of years to get 
him on the road to maturity.” He wanted people to not only profess faith in Christ but also to live that faith out consistently.

Here is the main question I want us to focus on in 2018:  Are we really making disciples? Our mission as a church is to make 
disciples and glorify God. Do we all have the same understanding of the biblical definition of a disciple? I believe God is 
calling our church to make significant changes in order to implement an intentional, relational process for discipleship. Our 
staff has already been moving in this direction and I am excited to share the same vision for ministry with you. I pray that 
God will bless us this year as we seek to live out His mission through NABC!

MY GOAL THIS YEAR by Lewis Jones, interim minister of students
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January is the time when I hear from what seems like everywhere, “It’s time for a new you.” “Be 
healthier, dress nicer, transform yourself into something better.” I’ll be honest, these are all things I 
would gladly like to see, but I’ve also learned that New Year’s resolutions are often hard and seldom 
kept. So what should I do? 

I finished seminary in December, and this is the first time since I’ve been a kid that I haven’t had 
school work. I’ve been tempted to fill that time I once spent on school with new hobbies, new skills 
I’d like to develop, new this and new that ... So again, what should I do? I take the idea of “new” 
very seriously; in fact, there is some good theology in the idea of new, right? Christ himself said,    
“I have come to make all things new.” But if I’ve already been made new by Christ, I must continue 

to mature and grow. 

My goal is to continue to grow, develop, and mature in my relationship with Christ and with people. I want to continue to 
build off the foundations that have already been put in place for these relationships. I want my relationships with people to 
be Gospel-centered, where I know people as individuals (families, jobs, likes, dislikes, etc.) but also how the Lord has saved 
them and is continuing to transform them into His likeness. In my relationship with God, I want to know Him even more! The 
Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 3:8-14, after 25 years of being a believer, that he had not yet come to know Christ as he 
should but he still pressed on toward that goal. Now if the Apostle Paul is saying this, how much more should I be saying 
the same thing?!  

Join me in this goal, as Hosea wrote (6:3), “Let us press on to know the Lord.” 



The choir, with soloist Ethan Sherman, perform the final song of the play “Hope 
is Alive: A Time for Christmas,” Dec. 10.
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SNAPSHOTS

Someone is ready for a life in worship leading. Ben Weese practices his special 
music performance, sung with his mom, Jamie, on Dec. 3.
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FEED MY SHEEP GOAL 
NEARLY MET

The Feed My Sheep campaign, 
started in summer 2016, is a special 
offering to offset the cost of the new 
kitchen construction and storage space 
improvement project. 

As of Dec. 24, the offering has raised 
$305,453 of the requested $350,000.

UPWARD SEASON 
BEGINS

Table 6 reacts to getting an answer right during Christmas Jeopardy at the 
second annual Volunteer Appreciation Christmas Dinner, Dec. 13. See more 

pictures from the dinner on the church’s closed Facebook group.

2018 BUDGET PASSES
At the Special Called Business 
Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 3, the 
congregation voted to approve the 
2018 church budget. 

To see a copy of the approved budget, 
please contact the church office.

The 2018 Upward Sports season kicks 
off Saturday, Jan. 6. Games run all day 
Saturday, January through February. 

Come cheer on the kids and support the 
Upward ministry by purchasing items at 
the concession stand. 

As a reminder, the church is used for 
Upward practices every evening except 
Saturday and Wednesday (afternoons 
on Sunday).



On Saturday, Dec. 3, Nall hosted a Christmas party for the clients of  ReVision, an 
Overland Park-based nonprofit that supports and ministers to children of incarcer-
ated parents and their guardians. 

Of the 15 families invited to the party, representing more than 50 children and 
guardians, 9 families were able to come. The remainder were sent gifts donated by 
Nall and goodies through ReVision staff, Shirley Miller and Naomi Stricklen. 

The party and gift drive was a team effort led by Shirley, Naomi, Missions Commit-
tee Chair Gerrie Orr, Jamie Weese (who has an established relationship with ReVi-
sion) and Ministry Coordinator Sara Brunsvold. It featured a photo booth for family 
Christmas pictures, carnival games with prizes, nativity storytime, crafts, facepaint-
ing and nail painting. Minsky’s generously provided pizza. 

In the last half-hour of the party, the guardians were taken to the Chapel for fellow-
ship and testimonies, as well as a time to pick up the donated gifts for their children 
without the children knowing. Meanwhile, Nall volunteers led the children through 
an activity that ultimately benefitted the guardians. Children decorated white gift 
bags then “shopped” for several donated stocking-stuffer gifts for their guardians to 
put inside. The children presented their adults with the gifts at the end of the party, 
much to the adults’ surprise and delight.

Families were also given one filled stocking per child (provided by ReVision) and 
a cookie-making kit (provided by Nall) complete with rolls of ready-to-bake dough, 
icing, sprinkles and hot cocoa mix. The kits also included a family Christmas devo-
tional booklet and the Action Bible version of the nativity story.

Though ReVision has hosted Christmas dinners for their clients in years past, the 
parties took place in private rooms at local restaurants, which restricted activities 
and space. This is the first all-out party they have been able to host, thanks to 
Nall’s willingness to provide not only the space but also the “extras” to help give the 
children a memorable experience and the guardians a brief reprieve and time for 
needed fellowship.  

“Nall Avenue Baptist Church went above and beyond to provide these families with 
a wonderful Christmas,” said Naomi.

Shirley agreed, saying, “We are going to be hearing about this party for a long time.”
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REVISION FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY BRINGS GOSPEL AND SMILES
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‘ALL IN’ ADULT BIBLE STUDY BEGINS THIS MONTH

“All In,” written by Mark Batterson, challenges participants to evaluate whether they are 
truly following Jesus or if they have just invited Jesus to follow them. Led by Pastor Joe 
Funderburk, this 4-week study will have both a Sunday evening and Wednesday evening 
option. This a perfect arrangement for anyone who serves on Wednesdays and has been 
unable to attend a study in the past as a result. The Sunday sessions will meet at 6 pm, 
starting Jan. 7. The Wednesday sessions will meet at 6:30 pm, starting Jan. 10. Child 
care is available for both sessions. Registration required: www.nallave.org/events.

From top: Jackie Funderburk colors wtih a 
new friend. A guest “plays” bowling. Ray Hil-
debrand, dressed as Isiah, tells the nativity 
story from the prophet’s perspective. ReVi-

sion’s leaders Shirley Miller (left) and Naomi 
Stricklen take a turn in the photo booth.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Church office closed, Jan. 1
For New Year’s holiday.

Upward games begin, Jan. 6
All day Saturdays, in January and 
February. 

“All In” study begins, Jan. 7 & 10
See previous page for details.

Wednesday Night Dinner and 
Discipleship resume, Jan. 10
Standing dinner reservations will 
carry over. 

JOY Luncheon, Jan. 11
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. 1950’s themed 
with MoKan Reunion Band. Bring 
potluck dish or $4 contribution.

Youth Snow Tubing, Jan. 14
Lunch at church then carpool to 
Snow Creek in Weston, MO. $30. 
Wear warm/waterproof gear.

Cup of Compassion, Jan. 27
10:15 am, Ceramic Cafe, for women’s 
ministry. See page 6 for more.

Business Meeting, Jan. 28
5 pm, Sanctuary. 

UPDATE ON SEARCH FOR MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND
ADMINISTRATION 

The Search Team is progressing nicely through the candidates who have applied.  
The job posting has officially closed and no new applicants are being accepted at this 
time. The next steps in the process are as follows: 

1. Top candidates have been given a questionnaire to complete asking about their 
calling to worship ministry, professional experience and discipleship experience.

2. Phone and in-person interviews will be conducted along with reference checks. 
If possible, team members will observe candidates as they lead worship in their 
current churches.

3. The Search Committee will select the top candidate, who will be called before 
the church for a vote. 

The Search Committee, led by Kristi DeMint, has been working hard and discussing 
all options throughout this process. Thank you, team, for your commitment, prayerful-
ness and hard work for this important decision.  

On a related note, the Minister of Students Search Team starts meeting this month.
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YOUNGSTERS BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO 
SENIOR WOMEN’S CORE GROUP  

On Sunday, Dec. 17, Linda Smith and Brenda Rice led the first- and second-grade 
children’s Core Group class to Ruth Dado’s senior women’s Core Group (AD02) to 
spread Christmas cheer. In the weeks leading up to the visit, the kids decorated cross 
ornaments for the ladies. They then handwrote notes of love to serve as gift tags. The 
kids presented their gifts to the ladies and recited a memory verse. They ended their 
visit with a chorus of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” The ladies, prepared for the 
kids’ arrival, gave each of the youngsters a small bag of homemade treats, much to 
the kids’ delight. The kids are becoming a regular sight in the Dado class. They have 
visited before, saying their memory verses each time, and recently presenting the 
women with handmade jewelry. They have plans to do a Valentine’s Day visit as well. 

“I felt that it was important to teach the children ways that we can show love to others 
and to give of ourselves,” Linda said. “The whole idea is to let our light shine for 
Jesus, and do things for others at any age.”

Have a story of how your Core Group is living out Nall’s vision of transforming lives, 
building relationships and impacting communities? Contact Sara Brunsvold, sara@
nallave.org.

SECRET SISTERS 2018 
SIGN-UPS OPEN

Secret Sisters helps foster 
relationships among Nall women 
and is especially meaningful to 
those who are unable to attend 
church due to health or other 
reasons. Participants remain 
anonymous to their sister for the 
year, regularly pray for her and may 
send her small gifts for special days. 
Reveal occurs in December. 

Sign up at Welcome Desk in Foyer 
by Jan. 28 or contact: DeAnna 
Lang, dlsngs4jc@yahoo.com / 913-
530-7501.



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

   

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS

Regular Weekly Activities
Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 
     6:00 pm   “All In” Bible Study

Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays (begins the 10th)
      9:15 am   BSF Class Day
      5:00 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm Awana
   Bible Study
     GriefShare 
    Youth Study
     8:30 pm   Men’s Basketball

Saturdays
      8:00 am  Upward Games All Day
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January Activities     
      1   Office Closed for Holiday
1—3  Passion Conference Retreat
      2   Men’s Coffee/HyVee,   
   6:30 am 
     4   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am 
      6   Upward Games Begin 
      9   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm     
   11   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am

   14   Deacons Meeting, NooN

           Youth Snow Tubing, NooN    
   18   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am 
   27   Cup of Compassion, 10:15 am

   28   Business Meeting, 5 pm

         
Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the office.

Senior Single adultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Jan. 7: PepperJax Grille, 5922 Barkley, Mission

Jan. 14: T Harry’s, 11817 College Blvd, Overland Park

Jan. 21: Carmen Neely’s 80th Birthday Party, CLC/No designated lunch

Jan. 28: Olive Garden, 6750 W. 95th St., Overland Park

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: Neal Williams

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Anelda 
Clancy, Toni Friend, Angie Funderburk, Jo Beth 
Ryman
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WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS

On Saturday, Jan. 27, the women’s ministry will 
host a special fellowship and outreach event at 
the Ceramic Cafe off Nall and 95th. Participants 
will get to know each other while painting mugs to 
be donated to local cancer patients as well as KC 
Hospice House. All women are welcome. Cost is 
$15, including supplies. Event runs 10:15 am until 
noon. Space is limited. Registration will open soon.

CUP OF COMPASSION EVENT AT CERAMIC CAFE

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES

Craig and Lindsey Piguet, church 
membership

Sara Austin, Core Group membership

We extend deepest 
sympathies to the 
friends and family of 
(Mary) Frances Lowe, 
96, who passed away 
on Dec. 16. She had 
been a Nall member 
since 1971.
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