
Volume #31, Issue 1         January 2017

913.432.4141 // www.nallave.org

Two or More prayer groups forming ... page 4
Update on construction, Feed My Sheep offering ... page 2
Women’s Mentorship ministry begins ... page 5
New Bible study on forgiveness ... page 6
 
PLUS: Baby boom update, youth boys’ Branson trip and more

monthly newsletter of Nall Avenue Baptist Church
the Nall Call



A NEW ADVENTURE IN THE NEW YEAR by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     

page 2

Construction on the new kitchen and storage space is coming 
along. 

Over the last month there have been delays in the kitchen 
project due to material delivery issues and the scheduling of the 
subcontractors. 

The window frames have been installed and the HVAC contractor 
is working on connecting the utilities to provide heat to the new 
kitchen. This will allow for the completion of the flooring, drop 
ceiling, painting and the installation of the equipment.

Meanwhile, the Feed My Sheep offering to raise the funds to cover 
the construction costs of the new kitchen, CLC floor replacement 
and expansion of storage space took a giant leap ahead in 

December. In one week alone, more than $24,000 was given. 

This brings the total of the Feed My Sheep offering to $239,167 (as of Dec. 27). 

The goal is $350,000. The offering will continue into the new year.

Years ago I was asked to lead a service at a campsite in rural Kansas. When I showed up at 
the outdoor pavilion near the lake I was interested to see how many would show up for the little 
service. 

To my surprise, a number of people came to worship that day, and I enjoyed hearing their stories 
of adventure. Many of them were retired couples who had decided to explore the country. One 
couple told me about all the states and campsites they had visited in the past year. They told me 
about their little RV they purchased to make the transition to a more Spartan way of life. They 
said the transition had been a sacrifice, but it was worth it for all of the new experiences they had 
enjoyed together. 

I was invited back to their little RV, and to my great surprise it looked larger than my first home. It was decked out with the 
finest furnishings and had a kitchen a professional chef would be proud of. If this was their idea of roughing it, I was more 
than curious to know what their idea of luxury would be. There is nothing wrong with having a nice RV, but I admit I left that 
day a little amused they believed they were truly on a Spartan adventure.

As we begin a new year together, my hope is that each one of us will have the desire to go to new places with our faith in 
Jesus Christ. Walking with Christ is an adventure, and yet we need to refresh that adventure from time to time. The new 
year is an excellent time to do that. 

Let me offer a word of caution to us, however, in thinking about this next year. Just like the couple I met, we often set out 
with the hope of going to new places only to set ourselves in the same old environment. We might wish to embark on a new 
adventure, but to experience the Lord in a new way, we must learn to change our environment. 

Perhaps Jesus is asking you to attempt a Spartan way of life this year, asking you to leave some old comforts behind. A new 
adventure in Christ begins only when the comfortable patterns of the old life are left behind and we truly expose ourselves 
to His campsite. 

UPDATE ON CONSTRUCTION, FEED MY SHEEP  
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Chris Carney leads the weekly devotional for his Upward Basketball team, 
Dec. 16. Upward season starts Jan. 7.
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SNAPSHOTS

Ty and Kate DeMint are among the volunteers treated to the Dec. 14 Volunteer 
Christmas Dinner hosted by church staff. Kenny Warren (l-r), Lisa Clark and 

Pastor Joe Funderburk work the buffet line.
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UPWARD CONCESSION 
STAND WORKERS 
NEEDED

The concession stand is open during 
Upward basketball games on Saturdays 
during January and February. 
Volunteers work one-hour shifts or 
longer as often as they are available. 
Contact Bill Shonkwiler at shonk4@
sbcglobal.net or 816-516-3833. 

On Nov. 29, Daniel and Felicia Philips 
welcomed their fourth son, Alexander 
Timothy. Alexander was admitted to 
Children’s Mercy shortly after his birth 
due to a life-threatening heart condition 
requiring surgery. Please be in prayer 
for Alexander, his parents and his older 
brothers, Jeremiah, Micah and Caleb.

The remaining three babies due are: a 
boy and first child to Justin and Kendra 
Ramsey, and twin boys to Matthew 
and Breanna Borlase, their sixth and 
seventh children.

BABY BOOM UPDATE

The praise band leads worship during the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 
Dec. 24.
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Two or More Prayer Groups will be comprised of 2 to 5 people who meet for a portion 
of each Sunday morning to pray together. Prayer will be conversational style to allow 
each participatnt to pray mulitple short prayers they feel impressed to lift to the Father. 
Participants will have printed requests to help but will not be limited to praying for only 
those requests. 

Among regular prayer concerns will be those who lead worship, as well as those at-
tending each service. Participants will pray the Holy Spirit will open the hearts of those 
in attendance and lead them to the action they need to take as a result of worship.

Prayer groups will begin meeting soon. Watch for information on how to sign up to serve in a group.

TWO OR MORE PRAYER GROUPS FORMING
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GRIEFSHARE SESSION BEGINS JAN. 11

Youth boys enjoyed a one-day getaway to 
Branson on Dec. 16. The day started at Billy 
Gail’s for “the worlds greatest pancakes,” then 
off to Talking Rocks Cavern and the challenge 
of the SpeleoBox 3D crawl-through maze. The 
day also included extreme racing go-karts, a 
barbecue lunch and the new Star Wars movie, 
Rogue One, at an IMAX theater. The boys, 
driven by Ty DeMint, had a prayerful return trip 
home in the Dec. 17 snow storm.

YOUTH BOYS ENJOY BRANSON GETAWAY

GriefShare will begin a new 13-week session on Wednesday, Jan. 11, at 6:30 pm. 

GriefShare is a very successful and confidential way to explore what God’s Word says 
about grief, learn from licensed grief experts, and hear from other people who have 
walked through the journey of grief before you. 

True healing for a grieving heart comes from God alone. DeAnna Lang, who has been 
in GriefShare leadership at Nall for nine years, says it is this kind of healing she longs 
to see. 

“One of the most memorable experiences in my time with GriefShare has been 
watching someone who didn’t want to have anything to do with God at the beginning, 

fall in love with him by the end,” she said. 

If you have recently lost a loved one to death, or are interested in becoming a member of the leadership team, please see 
DeAnna or Roy Dennington. Registration for GriefShare can be done through the office or at www.nallave.org/griefshare.

Luke DeMint (left) and Frank Guereca 
take on the SpeleoBox maze.

Spencer Myers (left) and Luke DeMint 
enjoy breakfast at Billy Gail’s.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

70x7 forgiveness study begins, Jan. 4
Led by Pastor Joe Funderburk. 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary. 
Register through the office or at www.
nallave.org.

Upward Sports season begins, Jan. 7
Come watch basketball and cheerleading 
each Saturday through February.

Women’s Mentorship Lunch, Jan. 8
Noon. RSVP to Kelly Jackson. Details to 
left on this page.

Men’s Coffee, Jan. 9
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. All 
men welcome. Meet in upstairs cafe.

GriefShare session begins, Jan. 11
13-week session meets Wednesdays at 
6:30 pm. Register through the office or at 
www.nallave.org/griefshare.

JOY Luncheon, Jan. 12
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Guitarist Charles 
David Smart will perform. Bring a potluck 
dish to share or $4.

Legacy Class, Jan. 15
9:30 am, Library. Required for parents 
wishing to dedicate their child on Sunday, 
Feb. 5. RSVP with Kelly Jackson, kelly@
nallave.org.

Business Meeting, Jan. 29
5 pm, Sanctuary

WHAT’S NEXT:

• Child Dedication, Feb. 5

WOMEN’S MENTORSHIP MINISTRY BEGINS

Titus 2 directs us that older 
women should teach the 
younger women in matters of 
our faith, our family and our 
daily lives. 

This is a great picture of     
biblical mentorship: gleaning 
from the wealth of wisdom of 
the older generations so that 
we may draw close to God 
and honor Him as we serve 
in our families, church and 
friendships. 

This winter, Nall will begin a mentorship ministry that will build up and train wom-
en in the faith.  

How do you know if you are ready for a mentor? Here are a few questions to ask 
yourself: 

1. Do I desire to know God more intimately?

2. Do I need someone to talk to in regards to a specific area of my spiritual life?
 
3. Am I going through a difficult season and need godly advice? 

4. Do I desire to someday mentor women? 

5. Am I a new Christian who wants to learn about the Christian faith? 

Whatever season of life you are in, God always wants us to grow deeper with 
him.  Mentorship can help your faith grow, obedience deepen, and understanding 
of the Word increase. Plus, you’ll make a new friend. 

Join us for a mentorship luncheon on Sunday, Jan. 8, at noon to learn more. 

RSVP to Kelly Jackson, kelly@nallave.org. Please note if you need child care. 
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The annual Secret Sister sign-ups are now under way, through Jan. 15.

In this Nall tradition, women sign up to be assigned to another Nall woman for the year. She will 
pray for and encourage her assigned sister throughout the year. Her identity will be revealed to 
her secret sister in December. 

Look for the sign-up sheets by the Welcome Desk in the Foyer. 

Questions? Contact DeAnna Lang, coordinator, 913-530-7501 or dlsngs4jc@yahoo.com.  

SECRET SISTER SIGN-UPS UNDER WAY



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

   

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS

Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch 

Tuesdays
      4:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays                
      9:00 am   Bible Study Fellowship    
      5:00 pm   Dinner service starts
     6:30 pm Wednesday Night studies
   Awana
      8:30 pm  Men’s Basketball

Saturdays
      All Day  Upward games
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January Activities 
   
      2   Office Closed for New Year’s
      4   70x7 study begins, 6:30 pm

      5   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am

     8   Women’s Mentorship Luncheon,  
   Noon 
      9   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

   10   KC Rescue Mission. 5:30 pm

    11   GriefShare begins, 6:30 pm

    12   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am 
    15   Child Dedication Legacy Class,  
   9:30 am    
           Committee/Team Meetings 4 pm

   19   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am   
   29   Business Meeting, 5:00 pm 

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Jan. 1: Chipotle Mexican Grill, 6864 Johnson Dr., Mission

Jan. 8: Culvers, 6005 Metcalf, Mission

Jan. 15: Jose Pepper’s, 6870 Johnson Dr., Mission

Jan. 22: Applebee’s, 6800 Johnson Dr., Mission

Jan. 29: Avelluto’s, 6522 Martway, Mission

NEW BIBLE STUDY ON FORGIVENESS
Discover how to forgive, for real and forever, in the 
8-week “70X7: Finding Peace By Forgiving Others 
and Yourself.” This study reveals from the words 
of Jesus Christ how you can find the freedom and 
peace your heart longs for.

Study meets at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays, starting 
Jan. 4.

Led by Pastor Joe Funderburk. Workbooks are $8. 

Register through our website: www.nallave.org/wednesdaystudies.

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David and Nita Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Ty 
DeMint
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:

Church members: Robert and Valerie Brown.

Core Group members: Ruth Campain, Nancy 
Novosel, Karen Bortka.
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