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page 2

Goodbyes are never easy; they really aren’t. No matter the circumstances. 
When you invest time, love, heart and faith in the Lord, they become even more 
difficult. Saying goodbye to Nall is definitely not easy for me. I moved to Kansas 
4.5 years ago, scared to death, not knowing anyone, but trusting God in what 
lay ahead. I have not one regret in that move. Many families have taken me in 
as their own. They have taken me out for meals, opened their homes for me to 
stay, listened to my endlessly long, tired rants and faithfully prayed me through 
my weary moments. I made many lifelong friends I thank the Lord for daily. 

But this has never been about me. As wonderfully blessed as I am to have 
served at Nall, it has always been about the Lord, His work, and His plan. I know 

that better things are yet to come, for myself, the students, and the church. We will take what the Lord has already shown us, 
taught us, and made in us, and He will add to it.  As sad as it is for me to say goodbye, I am just as excited for what lies before 
us! He has a good plan. We have great students who look forward to His good plan, and that is an exciting time! I’m thankful 
Nall has been part of my story. I look forward to what the Lord continues to write for me, for you, and for each student at Nall. 

I’m proud of these students. I really, truly am. I am proud of who they are, what they are becoming, and the way they seek 
the Lord. They have taught me more than I could have ever taught them. I love them greatly and immensely. Nall, you have 
a hidden gem with each of these students. I’ve worked with many students and few that impress me the way these do. I 
consider myself extremely blessed to have served Nall, and I hope and pray whomever succeeds me knows how much of 
an honor it is to serve here. Thank you!

New to theaters is the movie “Silence,” based on Shusaku Endo’s 1966 historical fiction novel. 
The story is set in mid-17th century Japan when the government directed widespread Christian 
persecution. Into this dangerous situation arrive two Jesuit priests on a mission to find their mentor 
and seminary professor, Fr. Ferreira, who has reportedly apostatized (recounted his faith in Christ) 
under torture and is working for the Japanese government. The movie details their experiences 
in Japan as they experience the torture and martyrdom of believers in Japan. The controversy 
of Endo’s novel has always surrounded the legitimacy of apostasy in the face of such suffering. 
The main character, Fr. Rodrigues, starts out determined for Christ, and yet, as he witnesses the 
cruelty, slowly begins to rationalize apostatizing as a vehicle for showing grace and mercy. In the 
end, Rodrigues gives in and becomes a Buddhist in service to the Japanese government.

Considered a masterpiece for decades, the novel is one of the most popular books on the subject of religion in Japan. It 
raises the centuries-long debate about suffering and God’s silence, not in theory but in the all too real historical context of 
Japanese persecution. While those are meaningful questions that deserve consideration, the novel has a major problem. 
Although the world is ready to embrace a theme of conflicted and compromised faith under difficult circumstances, the church 
ought to oppose such situational theology as the empty compromising of fools. Consider for a moment what the apostle 
Paul would say to the justification of recanting Christ because of suffering! No doubt he would not stand for it (Hebrews 6). 
We can certainly empathize with doubts and questions because, after all, we have experienced these ourselves, but we do 
so with the understanding that turning our backs on Christ is never an option. In other words, apostasy is never noble no 
matter the situation.

The question ultimately for us is not about God’s silence but about our perseverance in suffering. We should expect the 
world to view Christian determination as hard-headed and unenlightened, but we know through the cross that suffering 
does not invalidate the glory of God but rather reveals it. Ultimately, for me, the novel and the movie fail at this point of 
understanding the centrality of suffering as a Christ follower. Not only did Jesus tell us we would suffer, but it is obvious from 
the Scriptures suffering is a means of sanctification. Rodrigues is not a hero; his apostasy exposes a faulty theology and a 
compromising faith that should be avoided at all costs.

GREATER THINGS ARE YET TO COME: FAREWELL MESSAGE by Kimberly Jeffers
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New memorial signs were installed in January at the Nall Avenue and 
67th Street entrances to the parking lot. The sign on Nall (pictured) also serves 

as the base for the American flag.
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SNAPSHOTS

Upward Sports has 270 children enrolled for a total of 26 teams. Their season 
runs through the end of February.
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TRAINING COMING FOR 
ADDITIONAL MENTORS
The Women’s Mentoring Program 
has been so well received, additional 
trained mentors will be needed soon. 
If you are interested in becoming a 
mentor, please contact Kelly Jackson, 
kelly@nallave.org, to register for a new 
training session starting in March. 

Age of a mentor does not matter as 
much as spiritual maturity. 

The last of the 13 babies arrived in 
January. Congratulations!

Matthew and Breanna Borlase 
welcomed twins Corbin Alexander and 
Colton Brayboy on Jan. 1. The boys are 
children six and seven for the couple.

Justin and Kendra Ramsey welcomed 
their first child, a son named Ryan 
Michael, on Jan. 18.

BABY BOOM COMPLETE

Kimberly Jeffers greets well-wishers at her farewell reception, Jan. 29. She 
stepped down as minister of students after 4 years of service.

WEEKEND TO 
REMEMBER MARRIAGE 
CONFERENCE
FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember 
offers priceless tools to improve 
communication, resolve conflict and 
rekindle passion. Two Kansas City 
dates available: Feb. 24–26 and March 
10–12, Overland Park Marriott.

Use group name NABC to receive a 
discount off your registration! Learn 
more: www.familylife.com/weekend.
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Below are just some of the ways you, the Nall Avenue Baptist Church family, answered the call to be the hands and feet of 
Christ in 2016, and, in so doing, also lived our church vision of Transforming Lives, Building Relationships and Impacting 
Communities. This snapshot report by no means captures the full extent of what the Nall family has done, but does provide 
a glimpse into the work happening in and through this church.

9 WAYS YOU WERE THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST IN 2016
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Child Dedication, Feb. 5
During 10:30 am service.

Youth Super Bowl Party, Feb. 5
5 pm. Hosted by Denningtons. Tacos 
served. Girls bring chips or dessert; guys 
bring drinks.

Men’s Coffee, Feb. 6
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. All 
men welcome. Meet in upstairs cafe.

LifeWay subscriptions due, Feb. 7
To see the list of publications and 
ordering instructions, go to www.nallave.
org/devotionals.

JOY Luncheon, Feb. 9
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Bring a potluck dish 
to share or $4. Deb Buckner will present 
the courtship of General Custer, dressed 
to impersonate his wife, Libby.

Meet the Staff, Feb. 12
9:30 am, Library. For those newer to Nall. 
Coffee and donuts served. No RSVP.

Upward Celebrations, Feb. 27
6–9 pm, Sanctuary. Celebrate the end of 
the season. Parents, watch for details.

UP NEXT:

New Wednesday Night Studies begin, 
March 1; details soon.

Child Dedication, March 5

Secret Keeper Girl Purple Party Tour, 
March 25; details soon.

THE TRANSITION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY by Kelly Jackson

Pastor Joe Funderburk, Caleb Unruh, the Personnel Committee and myself are 
working together in order to employ an Interim Minister to Students.  

Meanwhile, we conducted roundtable discussions and surveys with both the stu-
dents and parents to get an idea of what is most meaningful to the students and 
in what ways their faith is encouraged to grow. We will use this feedback to help 
determine the right fit for the person who fills the Interim Minister of Students role.

During this transition time, the youth parents are in prayer about how they can 
play a part of being a “safety net” for our students. This could be by hosting an 
event at their house, helping lead a small group, or supporting in various ways. 

Our goal is to put out a 2017 activities calendar so families can continue encour-
aging their children to build relationships with each other and so that communica-
tion and expectations will be clear during this transitional year. The first activity 
will be the Youth Super Bowl Party on Feb. 5 (see Upcoming Events for details).

Thankfully, we have an incredible Core Group teaching team of Roy Denning-
ton, Lori Victorine, Larry Rink, and Larry and Darcie Gentry. They will continue 
to teach the group on Sunday mornings, while Larry Gentry has agreed to lead 
Wednesday night studies with the help of Traci Troyer, Robert McGowan and 
others. 

Please be in prayer for our students and the many decisions required as we fill 
this vital position at Nall.  

If you are interested in serving with the youth in any way, please let me know.
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Crews continue to work on the new kitchen and storage project. Tile was installed the week 
of Jan. 23, and the next step is installation of lighting. Richard Miller gave an overview of the 
remaining steps of the project at the Jan. 29 Business Meeting, noting that several pieces 
remain before appliances can be installed. These pieces include city inspections, drop ceiling 
installation, interior painting and more. “We are making progress,” he said. Additionally, new 
gutters and drainage for the CLC roof, not originally in the scope of the project though found to 
be necessary, were also installed in January.

David Langford, Stewardship Committee chair, reported at the Business Meeting that “giving 
has been so strong” through the Feed My Sheep special offering that the committee projects Nall will need to borrow less than 
originally thought. The estimated loan amount needed dropped to $100,000. What’s more, “We haven’t had big cost surprises 
on the kitchen (project),” Langford reported.

KITCHEN, STORAGE PROJECT UPDATE
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Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch 

Tuesdays
      4:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays                
      9:00 am   Bible Study Fellowship    
      5:00 pm   Dinner service starts
     6:30 pm Wednesday Night studies
   Awana
      8:30 pm  Men’s Basketball

Saturdays
      All Day  Upward games
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February Activities 
   
      2   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am

      5   Child Dedication, 10:45 am

           Youth Super Bowl Party 5 pm

      6   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am        
      9   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am   
    12   Meet the Staff, 9:30 am

           Deacons Meeting 12 NooN

   14   KC Rescue Mission. 5:30 pm

    16   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am          
   19   Committee/Team Meetings 4 pm  
   27   Upward Celebrations
    6:00 & 7:30 pm

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Feb. 5:  IHOP at 9099 Metcalf, Overland Park

Feb. 12: Johnny’s B-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor, Mission

Feb. 19:  Chili’s at 5880 Antioch Rd., Merriam Town Center

Feb. 26:  Dos Reales, 8841 W 75th St.,Overland Park

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDIES COMING
The new studies will begin March 1. They include: 

• A Case for the Creator, led by Roy Dennington

• Entrusted: A Study of 2 Timothy for women, led by Marie Clark

• Man Up men’s study, led by Men’s Ministry

• Extended study on forgiveness, led by Lew Shannon

• Four Views of the End Times, led by Pastor Joe Funderburk

Details and registration coming soon. Gospel Project Teachers Class will also be 
in session.

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David and Nita Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Katie 
Shonkwiler
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