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BEATING SIBERIA by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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Years ago, my neighbor, an excited new believer, invited me to church. 
He didn’t know where I was with God or what I battled at the time. I 
shudder to remember the path I was on. His simple invitation led to the 
biggest transformation of my life. That Sunday, I had no doubt I wanted 
to follow Jesus Christ. 

I am forever thankful for my neighbor’s invitation. It has prompted me to 
be intentional about building relationships with my neighbors. Rudy and 
I moved three doors down from our kids’ school because we wanted to 
reach our neighbors and see lives transformed from death to life. 

When we walk our kids to school or our dogs around the block, we pray 
for our neighborhood. We pray that God will move mightily within the homes, that He will use us to speak His truth of hope, 
and that our neighbors will put their trust in Jesus Christ. I envision plowing a field as we pray—asking God to prepare us 
and the soil of our neighbors’ hearts so we can plant the seeds.

I’ve been absolutely awestruck by how God has moved in our neighborhood since we moved in three years ago. Our 
neighborhood now has a monthly women’s book club, a monthly play date, PTA projects, annual neighborhood parties, guys’ 
basketball games and more. I have prayed with my neighbors, shared the Gospel with them and walked through hard stuff 
with them. Partnering with Jesus on my local mission field has been rewarding and faith-fueling.  

I encourage you, as your life is transformed by the power of Jesus Christ, to be intentional about building relationships with 
those who don’t know Him, then watch how your community is impacted! If you are not sure where to start in reaching out 
to your neighbors, please let me know. I would be happy to help. 

 
In Gary Richmond’s book A View From the Zoo, he tells of an angry disagreement he had in 1968 
with his boss at the Los Angeles Zoo. Two weeks after the argument, his boss transferred him 
to a section of the zoo workers called “Siberia.” The section had earned the nickname because 
it was so large and contained more animals than could be cared for in an ordinary 8-hour day. It 
had broken the spirit of more than one zookeeper.

Gary was determined not to allow his boss the satisfaction of seeing him fail. He set out to beat 
Siberia. An angry energy built up in him and motivated him to do his best. He worked through 
his lunch hour and stayed late each day to complete all his tasks. The section soon became a 
showcase. He received satisfaction from the thought his boss was bothered by his success.  

Then the summer of rain came. At one point, it rained for 18 consecutive days. Gary was overwhelmed having to move tons 
of dirt that continued to wash to the bottom of his exhibits. His boss would drive by occasionally, and Gary would fantasize 
about him dying in a fiery crash. His burning hatred for his boss reached a boiling point. In all this time, he did not think about 
what others saw. 

One day, a coworker named Scott confided to Gary about his depression and lack of purpose in life. Richmond decided to 
share his faith in Jesus Christ. Scott said he had thought about becoming a Christian but decided against it because all the 
Christians he knew were hypocrites—including Gary. Gary was stunned, but when Scott mentioned he could see how much 
Gary hated his boss, Gary realized Scott spoke the truth. 

In Gary’s desire to beat Siberia, he had lived as a poor witness for Christ.  

We must remember not to pursue our own agenda in this life. As followers of Christ, we are called to shine His light in a dark 
world. We will never accomplish that goal if we are trying to beat our own Siberia.  

LOVE THY NEIGHBORHOOD by Kelly Jackson, family life and operations     
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IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY Ways to get involved

Opening day for Upward Sports, Jan. 9. Lady Owls (red) against Lady Eagles.

Easter is coming soon (March 27), and 
this year, Nall members are invited 
to prayerfully consider hosting a 
neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt in their 
own backyards. This is a great way 
to reach out to neighbors in the love 
of Christ during an important time of 
year. 

The church will provide hosts with 
resources such as invitations, plastic 
eggs with candy, extra hands on the 
day of the hunt, as well as coaching 
on lifestyle evangelism to better equip 
you for this type of personal outreach. 
For more information, contact Kelly 
Jackson. 

In 2015, Nall’s Food Pantry benefitted 
62 families, including 113 adults and 79 
children. Thank you for your donations 
to the Food Pantry. They matter.

DIY Easter Egg Hunts Food Pantry helps community

WHAT Is j.O.Y.?
Just Older Youth (JOY) began more 
than 40 years ago as a ministry 
specifically for members over the 
age of 60. Through monthly potluck 
luncheons, JOY provides fellowship 
and wholesome entertainment, as well 
as an opportunity for outreach. On 
average, 45 people attend the monthly 
luncheon, 4 of whom are from the 
community. A team of volunteers keeps 
things running smoothly. Entertainment 
ranges from magicians to musicians.

“I have lots of great memories of JOY,” 
said Steve Crawford, coordinator. “I 
hope that it continues way into the 
future.”

The next JOY Luncheon is Thursday, 
Feb. 11, at 11:30 am in the CLC.

WEDNEsDAY NIGHT 
DINNER MENUs
$6/person or $17 max per immediate 
family. Meals served with salad bar.

Feb. 3—Baked Chicken in natural 
sauce, au gratin potatoes, corn O’Brien, 
hard rolls, strawberry shortcake.

Feb. 10—Roasted center cut pork loin 
in natural sauce, macaroni and cheese, 
fresh buttered broccoli, apple crisp with 
ice cream. 

Feb. 17—Italian sausage and meatballs, 
cheese manicotti, penne pasta with 
marinara sauce, garlic toast, ice cream 
sundae bar with cannoli shells. 

Feb. 24—Sauteed chicken marsala, 
wild rice pilaf, green beans with carrots, 
hard rolls, cherry crisp with ice cream 
bar. 

Please RSVP by the Sunday before 
the dinner you wish to attend. Use the 
white card in the Sunday worship guide 
or call the office. Standing reservations 
welcome.

sNAPsHOTs

Build a Basket Easter service 
Project

Be on the lookout for more details about 
this new project. Volunteers throughout 
Nall will assemble and personally 
deliver Easter baskets to shut-ins and 
others. Volunteer sign-ups will begin 
later this month. If you are interested in 
volunteering, save the date of Sunday, 
March 13, for lunch followed by basket 
assembling in the CLC.

Sprouting seeds planted by attendees of the Prayer and Worship Night, Jan. 17. 
They represent areas of life attendees surrendered to God so faith may grow. 
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FAMIlY MINIsTRY CAlENDAR FOR THE FIRsT HAlF OF 2016
To help your family prepare, below is a list of known activities and 
important dates to remember. Watch for details.

sunday, Feb. 7, 5 pm, Youth Super Bowl Party, Gomers’ home. Girls 
bring a snack to share; guys, bring drinks.

sunday Feb. 21, 9:30 am, Legacy Class, Chapel. Learn about a child’s 
spiritual growth and how parents can encourage faith formation. Open 
to all parents. Required for families participating in Child Dedication 
in March. 

Monday, Feb. 29, 6 pm, Upward Awards Ceremony, Sanctuary.  

Throughout March, DIY Easter Egg Hunts (see “Impacting Our 
Community,” Page 3 for details).

sunday, March 13, Child Dedication. Limited space; contact Kelly. 

sunday, March 20, both services, Children’s Palm Sunday performance.   

Thursday, March 24, Upper Room Service, Sanctuary. Unique, family-friendly experience of the Last Supper.  

Friday, March 25, 6:30–7:30 pm, Good Friday Prayer Service. Preschool care and kids prayer workshop offered.

saturday, March 26, starting at 2 pm, Road to Resurrection children’s outreach event. Kids follow Jesus’ footsteps through 
the week leading up to His death and resurrection. Free and open to the community. Online reservations required.

Easter sunday, March 27, services at 6:45 am, 8:15 am and 10:45 am. Child care and Kids Church only during 10:45 am 
service. All Core Groups meet at 9:30 am. Come-and-go breakfast served in the CLC, 7:30-9:30 am. 

sunday, April 3, noon, kickoff of Faith Path monthly learning luncheons in the CLC. Faith Path coaches parents to create 
a spiritual milestone or spiritual discipline at the ideal age and stage of development. April 3 topic: The Importance of 
Intentionality. 

sunday, April 10, 5:30 pm, Youth Girls/Guys Hangout. Place and activity to be determined.

Wednesday, May 4, 6:30 pm, Awana Awards Ceremony, Sanctuary.

sunday, May 15, Noon, Faith Path luncheon, CLC. Topic: The Early Years including how to start the Blessing and Family 
Time steps.

sunday, May 22, both services, Graduation Sunday.

Wednesday, june 1 through saturday, june 4, Youth Garage Sale. 
  
sunday, june 12, Noon, Faith Path luncheon, CLC. Topic: The Middle Years including Preparing for Adolescence and 
Purity steps.

sunday, june 12, through saturday, june 18, Youth Camp.

sunday, june 26 through Thursday, june 30, Vacation Bible School. 
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UPcoming EvEnts
men’s coffee, Feb. 1 
6:30 am. Meet for coffee and fellowship 
in the upstairs café inside Hy-Vee, 95th 
and Antioch.

core group interest meeting, Feb. 7
9:30 am. For those interested in connecting 
in a Core Group. Meets in the library.

Youth super Bowl Party, Feb. 7
5 pm. At the Gomers’ home. Girls, bring 
snacks; guys, bring drinks. Replaces 
monthly Girls/Guys Hangout.

JoY Luncheon, Feb. 11
11:30 am. All are welcome. Performance 
by Nall’s own Ken Bell and Mary Fazio. 
Bring a potluck dish or $4. 

Youth snow creek trip, march 4
Snowtubing at Snow Creek Lodge. Meet 
at the church at 5:30 pm; return around 
10:30 pm. $30, including meal at IHoP.

Acts oF sERvicE by Kim Jeffers, students
 
“Through love serve one another.” —Galatians 5:13. 

During the past month, the youth at Nall have tried to take hold of any and every 
opportunity to serve and show the love of Christ. They have refereed Upward 
games on Saturdays, built shelving in the storage closet, put up tables after 
Wednesday Night Dinner and set up chairs in the sanctuary. They are learning 
how to willingly serve their church in love, just as their church has willingly loved 
and served them. 

The service they have received from the church includes opportunities to go 
on missions trips and to youth camps. The students want to say thank you to 
everyone in the church for these opportunities. 

In the past, the youth have travelled to Texas in the spring to serve as part of 
Mission Arlington. This year, we are reassessing whether or not we will once 
again go to Texas. As we assess, we continue to look for opportunities to serve 
our church that sends us on such missions trips. 

Feb. 7 will be the final announcement on whether or not the students will once 
again serve the people of Arlington. 

Please be in prayer for the hearts and minds of these students. Pray that our minds 
are willing to serve and love wherever we are, and if we are to go to Arlington, it 
will be in addition to the service we are already doing here in Kansas. 

We are praying to the Lord, “Send me Lord, I’ll go,” which may mean that He tells 
us to stay and serve right where we are.

Carolyn Shonkwiler, with help from the Funderburk children, 
serves at an Upward outreach event.

nEw cLAssEs stARt FEB. 10
Foundations of Apologetics 
Introduction to apologetic strategies for 
defending the faith. Come to one or all 
sessions. Free workbooks. Led by Pastor 
Joe Funderburk. Wednesdays, Feb. 10–
May 4, 6:30 pm.

Financial Peace University 
Learn to budget, dump debt, plan for the 
future and more. $100 per couple; full 
and partial scholarships available. Led 
by Caleb Unruh and David Langford. 
Wednesdays, Feb. 10–April 13, 6:30 pm.

the Armor of god women’s study
Learn to implement practical, purposeful 
prayer strategies. Workbooks are $13. 
Led by Marie Clark. Wednesdays, Feb. 
10–March 30, 6:30 pm.

A man and His Design men’s study
Discover God’s design for men and 
authentic manhood. Workbooks are $15. 
Led by Lew Shannon. Wednesdays, Feb. 
10–April 6, 6:30 pm.

Register through the office or on our 
website: NallAve.org/Wednesdays.



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208
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Prairie Village, KS 66208

    

PERioDicALs PostAgE PAiD At
sHAwnEE mission, KAnsAs

Regular weekly Activities

sundays 
    8:15 am     Worship
    9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch
     5:00 pm  GriefShare 

wednesdays
     9:00 am  Bible Study Fellowship 
   11:45 am  BSF Session II                
      4:30 pm  Staff Meeting
     5:30 pm  Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm  Classes/Awana 
     8:30 pm  Men’s Open Basketball 

saturdays
    8:00 am  Upward Games Begin
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monthly Activities

  1    Men’s Coffee 6:30 am

  4    MOPS Meeting 9:30 am 
  7     Core Group Interest Meeting 
   9:30 am   
       Youth Super Bowl Party 5 pm

  9    KC Rescue Mission 5:30 pm

10   New Wednesday Classes begin  
   6:30 pm

11   MOPS Leaders Meeting 10 am

        JOY Luncheon 11:30 am

15   Presidents’ Day
18   MOPS Meeting 9:30 am

21   Committees/Team meetings 4 pm

29   Leap Year Day
        Upward Celebration 6 pm

  

Note: The church building is used by 
various outside and internal groups 
throughout the week which are not 
listed here. To check room or building 
availability, see the calendar on our 
website, or call the church office.

REminDER on incLEmEnt 
wEAtHER PoLicY 

Cancellations for Sunday worship and 
activities will be announced through Fox 
4 News, as well as on our Facebook 
page and website (NallAve.org).  
Weekday activities are cancelled when 
the Shawnee Mission School District 
cancels classes. 

Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Feb. 7: Avelluto’s, 6522 Martway, Mission

Feb. 14: Dos Reales, 8841 W. 75th St., Overland Park

Feb. 21: Culver’s, 6005 Metcalf, Mission 

Feb. 28: Cracker Barrel, 12101 S. Strang Line Rd., Olathe

DEEPEst sYmPAtHiEs
Nall Avenue Baptist 
Church offers our 
deepest sympathies to 
the family and friends 
of Shirley Stevens, 
77, who passed away 
on Jan. 14. She was 
a Nall member since 
2006.
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