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In the past couple of years I had the privilege of taking a group of students on mission trips. 
MY prayer was always that this would become a way of life for them, and not merely a trip. 
Recently, two students told me they planned to go on mission trips on their own this summer. 
I was floored! I asked one of them, Carolyn Shonkwiler (pictured), to share her testimony: 

“Last summer, I was able to go on the mission trip to Ethiopia with the Nall group, and the 
people of Africa broke and stole my heart. They left me with a whole new perspective that I 
hope to never forget. The presence of the Lord had never been so evident to me there. They 
gave ‘the joy of the Lord is my strength’ a whole new meaning. Material wise, they were 

poor, but spiritually, God was within them, and they were not afraid to give away what little they had to meet someone else’s 
needs because they trusted Him to provide. This spirit of giving is something I long to show here in the United States. I’ve 
been praying for this land of people since I returned. And reading more and more about the Lord’s work all over the world!

“I began seeking another opportunity to serve Him in Africa. I knew it would be in His way and His timing. But I waited and 
hoped it would be soon! I am abundantly overjoyed to say I will be going back to see my African people!! I will be traveling 
with CIY Engage, who does these international mission trips to intentionally train high school and college students around 
the country to be kingdom workers. For the two weeks I will be spending in Ndola, Zambia, we will be spending a lot of time 
with kids in villages and helping those villages receive clean water. 

“I fully believe that God will equip me physically, emotionally, spiritually, and financially ($4,000 to be exact), and I look 
forward to trusting and obeying Him as He does this! Please join me in prayer and support as we continue to serve the 
kingdom of God together!”

What are we to make of Christmas history? The birth of Jesus was not actually celebrated until 
the late third or fourth century. Many theologians believe Christ was not born in December. The 
shepherds would likely have taken their flock to a warm place like a stable and would not have 
been in the field. It only makes sense that Caesar Augustus, no doubt wanting an accurate census, 
would not choose the winter months to require people to travel back to their hometowns to register 
for the census. It is not impossible, but highly improbable that Jesus was born on Dec. 25. There 
is no biblical evidence of the exact date. So, why do we celebrate the birth of Jesus on Dec. 25? 

Some sources report that Theophilus of Antioch (circa 171–183) was the first to identify Dec. 25 
as the birth date of Christ. Others say that Hippolytus (circa 170–236) was the first to make the 

claim. An interesting theory suggests this date was eventually chosen by the church because it aligned closely with a major 
pagan festival, dies natalis solis invicti (birth of the invincible sun god), thus allowing the church to claim a new celebration 
for Christianity. History is littered with pagan celebrations in the ancient world at this time due to the timing of the shortest 
day of winter. Ultimately, Dec. 25 was chosen, perhaps as early as A.D. 273. By 336 A.D., the Roman church calendar 
definitively records a nativity celebration by Western Christians on this date. 

There are some groups who teach we should not celebrate Christmas because of this history. I don’t believe this is necessary. 
Jesus came to make things new and to renew all things, including you and me. God has always been in the business of 
reclaiming the old and tainted and making it new. Several of the festivals in the Old Testament also coincided with ancient 
pagan agricultural celebrations, as if God were giving His people a replacement for those idolatrous events. I still celebrate 
this holiday even with the full knowledge of those pagan traditions because my Savior deserves the honor and glory of 
everything we do. It seems very logical to me that Christ would take something meant for pagan worship and make it into a 
celebration of His birth.   

I would simply leave you with this thought. You are free to celebrate Christmas and you are free to not celebrate.  But if you 
avoid celebrating Christ on Dec. 25 I would encourage you to choose another time of the year to praise God for sending 
Christ to save the world. The date isn’t important but the reality of His coming means everything.

THE MISSION “BUG” HAS BEEN CAUGHT by Kimberly Jeffers, minister of students 
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Sara Brunsvold (l–r), Laura Brainard and Elli Brunsvold are among the 
volunteers delivering gifts to City Union MIssion’s Christmas Store, Nov. 18. 

See more, page 6.
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SNAPSHOTS

Stan Shank (left) and Robert McGowan help a Balloon Blaster competitor at the 
Fall Festival, Oct. 30. Hundreds of Nall and neighborhood families attended the 

festival. Pastor Joe Funderburk won top honors in the Chili Cookoff.
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PEANUT BUTTER DRIVE 
“OFFICIAL” RESULTS
In early November, the City of Prairie 
Village announced the “official” results 
of its annual Peanut Butter Drive to 
benefit Harvesters.

The Nall family helped the city raise a 
total of 3,477 pounds of peanut butter, 
which will provide 2,897 meals to 
Kansas City families in need.

The 32nd Annual Peanut Butter Drive 
took place the first two weeks of 
October. Nall has participated for many 
years running. 

Thank you for your generosity.

On Wednesday, Dec. 14, the staff will 
host an appreciation dinner for all those 
who regularly volunteer for the church.

If you serve in any capacity, from office 
help to children’s ministry, teachers to 
facilities, you are invited to attend. 

A catered dinner will be provided at       
6 pm in the CLC/Gym. 

Limited child care is available with 
advance registration only.

RSVP required. Submit yours no later 
than Dec. 11. Call the office or register 
through the church website: www.
nallave.org/christmas.

VOLUNTEER CHRISTMAS 
DINNER

The extended Reed family enjoys the 48th annual Thanksgiving Breakfast, 
Nov. 24. 
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It happens only once every four years: Christmas falls on a Sunday. How does 
this change things up for our typical Sunday and Christmas schedule?

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Saturday, Dec. 24, 4 pm and 5:30 pm. Child care for ages 3 and under. We will wait 
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on Christmas Day.

Christmas Day Service—One-Service Sunday
Sunday, Dec. 25, 10:45 am. Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Child care will be 

available for preschool age and younger. We will not have Core Group studies. 

CHRISTMAS WEEKEND SCHEDULE
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VOICES: FALL FESTIVAL LED ME TO NALL by Kristie Dobbins
It started with candy. And chili. Adam and Kristie Dobbins first came to Nall for the 2014 
Fall Festival. That one visit started a growing connection. 

“I was looking for a little kid-friendly Halloween event to bring my toddler to,” Kristie 
said. “I googled events and came across the Fall Festival.”

The first impression they walked away with was so positive, they decided to come 
back. 

“Meeting people at the Fall Festival, having a chance to see the building and learn 
about all the programs the church offered, as well as being genuinely welcomed 
brought us back to Nall,” Kristie said.

Their first impression from the Fall Festival held true when they came to service. 

“We immediately felt welcomed,” Kristie said. “Our daughter was excited to meet other 
children her age and several people reached out to us. At first we only came for the 
later worship services, but now greatly enjoy our Core Group, a home group fellowship 
and VBS.”

NOT FORGOTTEN: MINISTRY TO HOMEBOUND MEMBERS FORMING
When life dictates that some of the most senior adults of Nall can no longer attend 
Sunday services, regrettably, they tend to be forgotten. These stalwarts of the church 
have helped build and maintain God’s ministry here.  

A simple new ministry called “Not Forgotten” will bring together young, median age, 
and older adults at Nall to visit these dear ones regularly. The only cost will be a bit of 
volunteers’ time, but the reward is incalculable.   

“Not Forgotten” will begin in January. Volunteers can sign up for weekly, monthly or 
quarterly visits. Contact Mary Hale at maryhale1@gmail.com or 913-721-2609.

Zoey Dobbins, 4, at the 2016 Fall 
Festival. Her baby sister, Shiloh, also 
attended.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Family Christmas Fund collection 
ends, Dec. 4
Mark your contribution “FCF.”

Celebrate Christmas event, Dec. 4
Dinner at 5 pm, show at 6:15 pm. Limited 
seating. Tickets required.

Men’s Coffee, Dec. 5
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. All 
men welcome. Meet in upstairs cafe.

JOY Luncheon, Dec. 8
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Dickens Carolers 
will perform. Bring a potluck dish to share 
or $4.

Secret Sister Gift Exchange, Dec. 10
10 am, Chapel. Light brunch. Regrets 
only to DeAnna Lang, 913-530-7501.

Volunteer Christmas Dinner, Dec. 14
6 pm. See page 3.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, 
Dec. 24
4 pm and 5:30 pm. Child care available for 
ages 3 and under.

Christmas Day Service, Dec. 25
10:45 am. One service only; no Core 
Groups. See page 4.

Church offices closed for holidays
Monday, Dec. 26, and Monday, Jan. 2.

WHAT’S NEXT:

• New Wednesday Night Study 
begins Jan. 4. Details forthcoming.

 
• Upward Sports season starts on 

Jan. 7; Saturdays through February.

FOOD, FINANCIAL HELP AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS

“We help people get over the 
hump,” Dave Haws, chair of the 
Benevolence Committee, says 
about what the committee does. 
The committee’s role is two-fold: 
food assistance and limited finan-
cial assistance.

The Food Pantry, located under the 
sanctuary, is managed by the six-
member committee. Shelf-stable 
foods as well as personal care and 
toiletry items are kept on hand. A 
Nall member can speak with Dave 

or any of the committee members about receiving assistance. 

Other committee members are John Forbes, Brenda Rice, Debbie Thompson, 
Dave Tomlinson and Neal Williams. 

The Food Pantry is available to people in need outside of Nall as well, following 
certain guidelines. They can request help by first contacting the church office. 

The most requested items in the Food Pantry are: toilet paper, peanut butter, 
jelly, laundry soap, hand soap, tuna, macaroni and cheese dinners, cereal, pan-
cake mix, toiletries and women’s hygiene products. 

Donations are greatly appreciated and can be placed in the designated collection 
bins by the primary church entrances.

In the last two months, the Food Pantry has assisted 31 adults and 14 children, 
most of whom are not members.

Financial assistance is reserved for Nall members. Requests are directed to 
Dave. One of the most common requests is help with utility bills.

Some requests are beyond what Nall is in a position to handle. The bulletin board 
outside the Food Pantry door features information from nearby organizations that 
help with medical/dental care, larger food requests, job hunting, senior citizen 
meals and more.
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Exciting news for the Overland Park church plant Nall has given a hand to the past year. 
Neighborhood Church had its first Sunday morning service on Dec. 4. After hosting the 
growing congregation in their own home, Pastor Dave Partin and his wife, Rivers, now 
have an arrangement with nearby Pawnee Elementary to hold worship services in the 
school building on Sundays at 10 am. 

Nall volunteers who had been helping with the new church’s children’s ministry handed off responsibility at the end of 
November. Nall will continue to provide financial support to Neighborhood Church through February. Please continue to pray 
for the Partins and Neighborhood Church.

NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH UPDATE

Dave Haws sorts items in the Food Pantry.
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Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch
      7:00 pm Youth Girls Bible Study 

Tuesdays
      4:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays                
      9:00 am   Bible Study Fellowship    
      5:00 pm   Dinner service starts
     6:30 pm Wednesday Night studies
   Awana
      8:30 pm  Men’s Basketball
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December Activities
      1   mOpS meeting, 9:30 am

      4   “Celebrate Christmas,” 5 pm

     5   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

      8   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am 
    10   Secret Sister gift exchange and  
   light brunch, 10 am

    13   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm    
   14   Volunteer Christmas Dinner, 
   6 pm     
   15   MOPS meeting, 9:30 am   
   24   Christmas Eve Candlelight  
   Services, 4 pm & 5:30 pm

   25   Christmas Service, 10:45 am

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Dec. 4: PepperJax Grill, 5922 Barkley St., Mission

Dec. 11: Five Guys Burger and Fries, 5922 Barkley St., Mission

Dec. 18: Potbelly Sandwich Shop, 6803 Johnson Dr., Mission

Dec. 25: Call Linda Coppenbarger for information.

CHRISTMAS STORE DRIVE BLESSES FAMILIES
Donations spread out every direction from the Christmas 
tree in the main hallway. Over the course of about two weeks, 
the Nall family placed 495 donated gifts under the tree for 
City Union Mission’s Christmas Store for underprivileged 
families in the metro. The items, inlcuding toys, clothes, 
small kitchen appliances, car seats and other baby gear, 
were delivered to City Union Mission’s warehouses on 
Nov. 18. This is the first year Nall has participated in a 
collection drive for the Christmas Store. 

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: Ann Coggins

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Kristie 
Dobbins, Kelly Jackson, Zach Wasson
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