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It’s not unusual for the kids I teach from the Bible to tell me, “I know this 
story already!” To be honest, I have had the same attitude about the 
Christmas story. 

I found myself going through the Christmas motions, just trying to get 
through my to-do list without much time for reflection. Last year I was 
deeply convicted in my attitude toward the Christmas story.  Although I 
felt I “know this already,” I decided to challenge myself to start listening. 
Really listening.

I put myself in Mary’s shoes. I slowly read the Scripture and reflected 
on what it must have been like for Mary—a pregnant teenager, unable to give a convincing answer to how she 
became pregnant, afraid of divorce and defiling her family name. How strong her resolve must have been to 
honor and believe God despite her circumstances and not measuring up to worldly expectations. And God came 
to the rescue! He told Joseph the truth about the baby. He provided Mary comfort and affirmation while she 
stayed in the home of her relative, who herself was pregnant with a baby foretold about. This was a sobering 
perspective for me. 

Just like the kids in my class, I thought a shallow overview of the Christmas story was good enough. But once I 
had the conviction to study, listen and reflect on what God is saying through this story, my whole perspective of 
the miraculous event was changed. God’s Word is living and active. It is the very breath of God. Who am I to say 
“I know this already”? I eagerly await how He will speak to me this Christmas.  

 
Advent was an unfamiliar tradition for me growing up in Oklahoma. I was in college the 
first time I remember seeing the wreath and candles at the front of a sanctuary. When 
the service started, a family walked to the front, said a few words and lit one of the purple 
candles. I had no idea what just happened, and I had spent my entire life in church. 
Needless to say, I was curious and started asking questions. I was told Advent was a 
common tradition leading up to Christmas Day, and it is meant to help focus our minds 
on the initial coming of Christ. That made sense to me until I did some historical reading. 
It turns out that for a large part of church history Advent was not simply about the past, 
but rather more about the future.

During Advent we are not simply remembering a fateful event, we’re celebrating a Messiah who was and is 
and is to come. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). There is a special 
significance in this mystery as we approach the celebration of God becoming flesh. Advent is the time to call for 
his coming return, to pray that the days might be limited until we see our Redeemer with our own eyes, and to 
fast for revival in our cities, churches and families.   

Reading the Christmas story to our children this year takes on a new light when we read it with a mindset that it 
isn’t just about our past. The story of His birth teaches us how to await our own future encounter with Him. Like 
Simeon, we look for God’s consolation to this world, and we hope in a living Redeemer. We can praise him like 
Simeon, singing, “You are a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”  Advent is an 
invitation to enter into the story of Christ’s coming, and Christmas is a wonderful time to bear witness to what 
Christ has done and celebrate that with your family, friends, neighbors, and fellow disciples.

 wHY i CAn’t SAY ‘i know tHiS StorY AlreAdY’ by kelly Jackson, family life and operations     
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serving at Kansas City  resCue Mission

About 15 years ago, a group of Nall members began to serve at the 
Kansas City Rescue Mission’s Men’s Center, which provides meals and 
assistance to homeless men. Many Nall members have participated, from 
youth to seniors to singles. Robert McGowan is one of them. 

“I serve because, but for the grace of God, that could be me,” Robert said. 
“Jesus, in Matthew 25:34-40, said as we serve others, we serve Him.”

Robert and others go to the center the second Tuesday of the month. 
They meet at the church at 5:30 pm to drive together. They help serve food 
and also sit with the men to get to know them.

The latter resonates with Robert, who enjoys “talking with the men who are 
in the rehabilitation program about where they have been, the changes in 
their lives and seeing them succeed.” 

To get involved, contact Robert: 913-722-6063 or rmcgowan1956@gmail.
com.

iMPaCting our CoMMunity Ways to get involved

    
The Missions Committee will host 
a free program for Upward players 
and their siblings on Saturday, Dec. 
19, 1–4 pm. The goal is to give their 
parents a few hours to themselves in 
a busy time of year. Volunteers will 
conduct a VBS-style program with 
games, music, Gospel presentation 
and more. Roles include setup, 
cleanup, game leaders and more. 
Contact: Kristi DeMint, (913) 486-
5235.

    

The fund will be divided among 
nominated Nall families who need a 
little extra help this Christmas. Place 
donations in offering plate or mail to 
the office. Designate donations with 
“FCF.” Deadline: Sunday, Dec. 6. 
Contact: Lisa Clark in the office.

volunteer for special outreach 
event to upward families

Donate to Family Christmas 
Fund

gooD news CLub 
uPDate

Though Nall handed off leadership 
of the Good News Club for Apache 
Elementary kids to BreakPointe 
Church, Nall members are still 
involved. Ty and Kristi DeMint 
continue to lead the Bible 
presentation during the after-school 
program, which has more than 120 
children enrolled. 

Please pray for the DeMints and 
BreakPointe as they continue God’s 
work at Apache. 

A heartfelt thank you to the entire 
Nall family for the generous support 
of Good News Club in past years 
and into the future.

weDnesDay night 
Dinner Menus

$6/person or $17 max per immediate 
family.

Dec. 2: BBQ-basted chicken; baked 
potato bar with sour cream, butter, 
scallions and cheddar cheese; fresh 
green beans Alcienne, garlic bread 
sticks, salad bar and Twinkie cake.

Dec. 9: Penne pasta, marinara 
sauce, Italian meatballs, Italian 
sausage with peppers, eggplant 
parmigiana, green peas with carrots, 
garlic toast, ice cream sundae bar 
with toppings.

No dinner served Dec 16, 23 or 30. 

Dinners will resume on Jan. 6. 
Please RSVP by the Sunday before 
the dinner you wish to attend (you 
can use the response card in 
church or call the office). Standing 
reservations are welcome.

Peanut butter drive a success

Together we collected 150 pounds 
for hungry families in our community. 
Thank you!
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traiL LiFe oFFers aDventure anD 
DisCiPLeshiP

The Johnson County Christmas Bureau donation 
collected coats, blankets, clothes, toys and more for 
families in our area. Thank you to all who donated.

Trail Life is a national organization similar to Boy Scouts. 
It emphasizes and teaches biblical moral values while 
also focusing on outdoor adventure and fun. Hundreds 
of troops have formed across the nation, including one 
right here at Nall. Troop KS-1111 formed in September 
2014.  

The goal of the troop “is to ensure that the boys learn 
to love God and to explore the wonderful world that He 
gave us to live in,” said Rich Meiners, troopmaster. “At 
the same time, I want them to have other like-minded 
friends to share those experiences with.”

The boys, who are mostly elementary age at this time, 
gravitate toward campouts, Rich said. 

In October, the troop had a campout at Hollis Renewal 
Center in Kansas City, Kansas. Although the campouts 
include an organized activity, ample free time is also 
key.

“We just let them be little boys and let them unlock that 
part of themselves that already knows how to have fun, 
without the TV or electronics,” Rich said.

The troop also gathers periodically for meetings and 
other activities, such as trout fishing at Shawnee 
Mission Park Lake.

Boys in Kindergarten through high school are 
welcome to join. To find out more about Nall’s Trail 
Life troop, contact Rich Meiners at 816-288-0506 or 
richardmmeiners3@yahoo.com.

snaPshots

Winter WonderMart Vendor Fair on Nov. 14 raised funds 
and awareness for the Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
group, which hosted the event.

The Operation Christmas Child Packing Party on Nov. 
18 brought together families from the church, Awana 
MOPS, and Upward to pack shoeboxes with gifts for 
children overseas. In all, 208 boxes were packed.



 page 5

UPcoming EvEnts
secret sisters christmas Brunch, 
Dec. 5
9:30 am in the foyer. Music, door prizes 
gift exchange and secret sisters reveal. 
Last name A-H bring hot dish, I-Q bread, 
R-Z fruit. Contact: Melissa Jackson, 913-
341-4519.

special called Business meeting,   
Dec. 6
10:40 am in the sanctuary. Members will 
vote on the 2016 budget, 2016 Senior 
Leadership Team members and action 
plan. Proposals are available at the 
Welcome Center.

men’s coffee, Dec. 7
6:30 am at the second-level cafe inside 
the Hy-Vee at 95th and Antioch. 

JoY Luncheon, Dec. 10
Just Older Youth (senior adults) will meet 
at 11:30 am in the CLC. The Dickens 
Carolers from the Chestnut Fine Arts 
Center will perform. Friends and family 
welcome. Bring a potluck dish or $4 
donation. 

children’s Program practice, Dec. 12
1 pm in the sanctuary. Kelly will be in 
contact with the parents and caregivers 
with details.  

girls Hangout, Dec. 13
1:30 pm. Youth girls will go to the Plaza, 
weather permitting, to see the lights and 
enjoy dessert at the Cheesecake Factory. 
No Guys Hangout this month.

children’s christmas Program and 
soup supper, Dec. 13
5 pm in the sanctuary, followed by a 
churchwide soup supper in the CLC. 
Sign-ups for food will be available through 
Sunday Core Groups and in the library.

christmas Eve candlelight service, 
Dec. 24
5 pm. Service will include the Lord’s 
Supper.

one Worship sunday, Dec. 27
10:45 am service only. Guest speaker: 
Donnie Simpson.

RootED YEAR in REviEW by Kim Jeffers, students
 
December has always been one of my favorite months, though I’m not sure why 
because along with it comes the unbearable cold weather. But something about 
December brings me joy. Maybe it’s knowing in this month comes Christmas, and 
let’s be honest, who doesn’t love a day full of food, family, and festivities (gifts). 
But I think another reason I love December so much is it is a time to look back 
at the year and see everything that has happened. We can see the lessons we 
have learned, the adventures we have taken, and the many laughs we have had. 
Looking through this year’s pictures only makes me even more excited to see what 
the Lord has planned for us in 2016!



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDREss sERvicE REQUEstED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

    

PERioDicALs PostAgE PAiD At
sHAWnEE mission, KAnsAs

Regular Weekly Activities
sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
   9:30 am Morning Bible Study
  10:45 am Worship
 12:00 pm    Singles Lunch Bunch
   5:00 pm   GriefShare 
Wednesdays (Dec 2 & 9) 
     9:00 am  Bible Study Fellowship 
  11:45 am  BSF Session II                
  4:30 pm Staff Meeting
   5:30 pm   Wednesday Dinner
    6:30 pm   Classes/Awana 
   8:30 pm   Men’s Basketball 
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monthly Activities
 1   aD03 Christmas party 3:30 pm   
      Senior Leadership Team 
   6:30 pm

 3   MOPS Meeting 9:30 am

 5   Secret Sister Brunch 9:30 am

       AD09 Christmas party 6 pm

 7   Men’s Coffee at HyVee 6:30 am

 8   KC Rescue Mission 5:30 pm 
      Staff/Office Volunteer party
                  6:30 pm   
10  MOPS Leaders Meeting 
   9:30 am

       JOY Luncheon 11:30 am

12  Children’s rehearsal 1 pm

        AD08 Christmas party 6 pm

13  Deacons Meeting 12 NOON 
      Youth Girls Hangout 1:30 pm

       Children’s Christmas Program 
                   5 pm 
      Soup Supper 6 pm  
17  MOPS Meeting 9:30 am  
19  AD05 Christmas party 5:30 pm 
24  Christmas Eve Candlelight  
                     Service with Lord’s           
   Supper 5 pm 
25 & 28  christmas Holiday
                  office closed 
27  One Worship Sunday

Note: The church building is used by 
various outside and internal groups 
throughout the week which are not 
listed here. To check room or building 
availability, see the calendar on our 
website, or call the church office.

oFFicE cLosED FoR 
HoLiDAYs

The church office will be closed Friday, 
Dec. 25, and Monday, Dec. 28, in 
observance of Christmas. Additionally, 
the office will be closed Friday, Jan. 1, in 
observance of New Year’s Day. 

Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Dec. 6: Panera, 7070 Martway, Mission

Dec. 13: Culver’s, 6005 Metcalf Ave., Mission

Dec. 20: Jimmie Johns, 12106 SM Pkwy, Shawnee

Dec. 27: Five Pie Pizza, 6809 Johnson Dr. Mission

WELcomE nEW mEmBERs

We welcome to our Sunday School 
groups: 
Elva Sommerfeld, Dave and Phyllis 
Jackson, and Brian Shannon.
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