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CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION OF HOMOSEXUALITY by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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It’s that time of year again. Stores everywhere advertising your student’s greatest needs 
for the upcoming school year: backpacks, pencils, notebooks, etc. One item you won’t 
see, however: their testimony.  

A testimony can be an intimidating thing to share for anyone, but especially in a middle 
or high school setting. That is, unless it becomes a natural part of their everyday school 
routine. We are all called to share the Gospel, there is no doubt about that. Young 
believer, old believer, new believer, experienced believer, there is no restriction on who 
can share the good news of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Praise God! We as the 
people of God, must not let students believe that they don’t have the “gift” of sharing their story, evangelism or discipleship. 
We must remember faithful students are not the future of the Church, they ARE the Church. 

This fall, the student ministry will center on testimony. I pray this next year will be full of moments for our students to hear 
others’ testimonies as well as be encouraged to boldly share what Jesus is doing in their lives with you and their peers.

Students may not know how to share their testimony; that’s okay. Let’s model it for them! I encourage you, parents, 
grandparents, big brothers, big sisters, aunts, uncles, family friends, church members, to share how Jesus changed your 
life, how you need Him on a regular basis, and how He is continually working in you to be more like Him. If the Lord is 
encouraging you to share your testimony with students, contact me lewis@nallave.org / 913-432-4141.

In August 2015, I preached a series of messages responding to the Supreme Court’s decision 
to legalize homosexual marriage in this country. In that series, we discussed biblical marriage 
(clearly defined by the Scriptures as being between a man and a woman), biblical sexuality, and 
a biblical response to the changes we see in our culture. Since that time, I have had a desire to 
continue the conversation on this topic. The issue of homosexual marriage and sexuality is more 
present than ever. As the culture continues to turn away from a biblical view of sexuality and 
marriage, we as believers can find ourselves in situations that are difficult to navigate.
  
Our biblical stance is very simple and clear, but we must not forget the human element in this 
issue. People within our congregation are living with this issue in very personal ways through 
family, work and community relationships. The question of how to relate to people who are living 

this lifestyle and who support and encourage this lifestyle is one I believe we need to address.  

Karol Adams, a member of Westside Family Church, lived a homosexual lifestyle for decades before hearing the call of 
Christ in her life and turning away to live in a new life. She understands what it is like to be on the opposite side of this 
conversation, and God has given her a heart to speak to believers as well as reach out to those still living in a homosexual 
lifestyle. She has been working on a ministry she calls Hope for the Homosexual. Her moving testimony is one I believe 
can help us navigate how we are to respond to the culture and to individuals who disagree with our biblical stance. I have 
invited Karol to speak at a special event called The Heart of the Homosexual. This will be a luncheon and discussion after 
the second service on Sunday, Aug. 20. Karol will share her testimony as well as answer questions from the audience. 
Attendees will receive a copy of Sam Allberry’s Is God Anti-Gay?, a helpful guide for some of the key questions involved in 
this issue.

My hope for our church is that we could provide an encouraging environment for the tough issues we face as believers 
in our culture. The question is, Will we, as the Church, have a biblical and compassionate approach to those with whom 
we disagree? Can our response be both full of truth and grace? I believe the answer is “yes” to both, but it will take open 
dialogue and a willingness to tackle the tough conversations.

Learn more about the luncheon Page 3.

ONE ITEM NOT ON YOUR STUDENT’S BACK-TO-SCHOOL LIST by Lewis Jones, interim minister 
of students
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The church library was gifted several titles by member and Christian fiction 
author Judy Miller. Judy has written dozens of novels.
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SNAPSHOTS

Kenny Warren, with wife, Lu, at his thank-you reception on his last Sunday as 
minister of music, July 9.
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WOMEN’S MENTORING 
LUNCHEON

All women who are interested in 
being mentored through the Women’s 
Mentoring ministry are invited to this 
informative luncheon at NooN, Sunday, 
Aug. 13. Lunch and child care are 
provided, with registration in advance. 
Please RSVP to Kelly Jackson, kelly@
nallave.org / 913-432-4141. Larry Gentry (back) guides Anthony Sweeny through morning Bible study at 

Kids Summer Camp, July 25.

THE HEART OF THE 
HOMOSEXUAL: 
LUNCHEON AND 
PRESENTATION

For many, including at 
Nall, homosexuality 
is a very personal 
issue. How do 
you show Christ’s 
love to someone 
living as a homosexual? How do 
you love unconditionally without 
condoning unbiblical choices? What 
if a believer secretly struggles with 
same-sex attractions? Karol Adams 
saw redemption from a homosexual 
lifestyle and now leads a support group 
for Christians with loved ones in a 
homosexual lifestyle. Karol will present 
her testimony and insight at a luncheon 
on Sunday, Aug. 20, at noon in the CLC/
Gym. Q&A included. $5/plate; child 
care provided. All attendees will receive 
a copy of the book “Is God Anti-Gay?” 
by Sam Allberry. 

Karol will also speak to the youth during 
Core Group time at 9:30 am that day.



 page 4

Understandably, many questions were raised about the plans for 
finding a new minister of music. Here is an overview of the plans, 
which essentially will happen in three phases. 

Phase 1: Find someone to fill the immediate gap. The need to 
continue Sunday worship is obvious. Karla Bauer-Tate has gra-
ciously agreed to serve as guest worship leader during this time. 
Please thank her for stepping into this role, as it is not an easy 
one to take on. Karla will serve as guest worship leader as the 
search for an interim is ongoing. 

Phase 2: Hire an interim minister of music. Finding an interim 
can take several weeks. Your prayers and patience are appreci-
ated, as well as your referrals! Candidates can contact Caleb Un-
ruh, Personnel Committee chair, at caleb@calebandjo.com. This 
interim will serve until a new minister of music is hired.

Phase 3: Hire a new minister of music. The process to find and hire a minister of music will take many months. The 
decision-making will be accomplished by a specially appointed 7-person search team, the names of which will be presented 
and voted on at the July 30 Business Meeting. This team will work with ministry staff to seek the Lord’s direction, identify 
qualified candidates and present a candidate to the church body for consideration. 

These phases are happening simultaneously. The goal is to reach a hiring decision as soon and as discerningly as possible. 
Again, your prayers are appreciated in this process. If at any time you have questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Joe 
Funderburk, joe@nallave.org / 913-432-4141.

FINDING A NEW MINISTER OF MUSIC
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MY WOMEN’S MENTORING TESTIMONY by Melissa Jackson
Melissa Jackson was one of more than a dozen women who partook in the Women’s Mentoring Program kickoff in the first 
half of the year. She shares the following testimony about her experience:

I had been praying about finding a mentor. I felt I needed someone with whom I could talk about current situations in my life, 
study the Bible and discuss my anxiety/fears that God was working on. I felt my relationship with God could be stronger, and 
I felt I needed a “church mother” (mentor). My relationship with my own mom is okay, but we have our rough times, and it’s 
hard to talk with her about my relationship with God or certain problems. 

I was blessed with Linda Kay Oberle as my mentor. We met once a week and did the Purple Book study, which I recom-
mend.

One anxiety in particular that has been hard for me to completely give to God was the fear of being home alone. My hus-
band, Chuck, travels for work. Normally our daughter, Sarah, is at home when he travels. In the summer of 2016, however, 
Sarah had a chance to travel with her dad. At first, I told God, “I can’t be home alone. I can’t do this.” I began reading Scrip-
ture and praying. God responded with “You say you trust me, so let go and let me be in control.” I can say I let go of that fear 
and let God be in control, and life has been great. My time with Linda Kay helped me go deeper with my trust in God and 
surrendering my fears to Him. We still talk and share prayer requests. We have plans to continue meeting once in a while 
to catch up.

**

The next Women’s Mentoring luncheon is Sunday, Aug. 13, at noon (see Page 3). All women who are interested in learning 
more about being mentored are welcome. Please RSVP to Kelly Jackson, kelly@nallave.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MOPS Sunday, Aug. 6
Each service will feature a highlight 
of the Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) ministry.

Men’s Coffee, Aug. 7
6:30 am, HyVee at 95th and Antioch. 
All men welcome. Meet in upstairs 
cafe.

JOY Luncheon, Aug. 10
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Nall’s own Ray 
Hildebrand to sing. Bring a potluck 
dish to share or $4. 

Awana Sunday, Aug. 13
Each service will feature a highlight 
of the Awana Clubs ministry and 
ways to get involved.

Women’s Mentoring Luncheon, 
Aug. 13
See Page 3 for more. RSVP to Kelly 
Jackson, kelly@nallave.org.

Awana Volunteer Training, Aug. 16 
and 30
6:30-8:00 pm, Sanctuary. Both nights 
required. See Page 5 for more.

The Heart of the Homosexual: 
Insightful Luncheon with Karol 
Adams, Aug. 20
NooN, CLC/Gym. $5/plate. See Page 
3 for more.

Youth Fall Retreat, Aug. 25-27
YouthFront Camp West, Edgerton, 
KS. $95; scholarships available. 
Learn more: www.nallave.org/
studentevents.

Kids Ministry Volunteer Dinner 
and Training, Aug. 27
5 pm, CLC/Gym. For all who volunteer 
in any capacity in Kids Ministry. 
Child care provided. Register: www.
nallave.org/events.

AWANA NEEDS YOU
Awana relies on dedicated vol-
unteers to provide a safe, fun, 
encouraging place to learn God’s 
Word. If you’re looking for a way 
to connect with children, their fam-
ilies and/or others from Nall and 
the community, Awana provides 
just such an outlet.

Awana meets at 6:30 pm on 
Wednesdays, September through 
May.

Volunteer roles include:
• Classroom Leader or Assistant, ages 3 through 8th grade
• Listener (listen to kids recite their memory verses)
• Games Leader or Assistant
• Music leader
• Chapel time devotion leader
• Club Secretary
• Greeter

Sign up to volunteer during Awana Sunday (Aug. 13) or anytime at www.nallave.org/
awana. 

Two required training sessions will take place on Wednesdays, Aug. 16 and 30,   
6:30-8:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Child care provided. 
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Highlighted in the July 23 worship 
services, Mission:Dignity is a ministry 
with the goal of helping retired 
Southern Baptist ministers and/or their 
spouses. 

Mission:Dignity offers financial and 
other assistance to these retirees in 
need. 

Having spent most of their lives in 
service to the church with little or no 
ability to save for later life, many of 
these retirees cannot afford the basic 

everyday essentials. Many served in rural churches that could afford only a modest 
salary. More than 60 percent of recipients are widows of retired ministers.

A percentage of Nall’s Word Missions giving is designated for Mission:Dignity. If 
you would like to give above and beyond that amount, please use your yellow tithe 
envelope. You can also give directly to Mission:Dignity at www.missiondignity.org or 
1-877-888-9409.

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION:DIGNITY



Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

   

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS

Regular Weekly Activities

Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 

Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays  
      6:30 pm Youth Study
     GriefShare 
    Bible Study
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August Activities     
      7   Men’s Coffee, 6:30 am

      8   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm 
   10   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am

   13   Deacon’s Meeting, NooN

           Women’s Mentoring Luncheon,  
                  NooN

   16   Awana Volunteer Training, 
                  6:30 pm

   17   MOPS Steering Team, 9:30 am

    20    The Heart of the Homosexual          
                 luncheon, NooN

           Committee/Team Meetings, 4 pm

    24   MOPS Open House, 6 pm  
25–27  Youth Retreat, Edgerton    
    27   Kids Ministry Kickoff and   
                  Training Dinner, 5 pm 
   30   Awana Volunteer Training, 
                  6:30 pm

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Aug. 6: Chili’s at Merriam Town Center, 5880 Antioch Rd., Merriam

Agu. 13: Panera’s, 7070 Martway St., Mission

Aug. 20: NABC Luncheon; your choice

Aug. 27:  Johnny’s B-B-Q, 5959 Broadmoor St., Mission

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: Ann Coggins

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Kelly 
Jackson
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KIDS MINISTRY KICK-OFF AND TRAINING DINNER
If you serve in any capacity within the children’s ministry (Awana, VBS, Sundays, 
etc.), please make plans to attend the Kids Ministry Kick-Off and Training Dinner 
at 5 pm on Sunday, Aug. 27. Meal and child care provided with registration.

Sign up at www.nallave.org/events.

Questions? Contact Kelly Jackson, kelly@nallave.org.
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