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MORE THAN A KITCHEN  by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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The baby boom is in full swing! Four out of an expected 13 babies have already been 
welcomed home, with several more coming in a matter of days. To show support to 
and share in the joy with the parents, we are having a Diaper Drive through Sunday, 
Aug. 7. If you would like to contribute, please place your gift of size 1 or 2 diapers in 
the collection bin by the Children’s Welcome Desk. With more than a dozen babies 
expected over the next six months, it can be hard to keep track of who is expecting 
and when. Here are the births and pregnancies (that we know of):

Adam and Kristie Dobbins: adopted baby girl, Shiloh, born in July 
Caleb and Joanna Unruh: Cole, born in July
Michael and Lacy Fox: baby girl, Rosalie, born in July
Adam and Gerri Stuppy: baby girl, Jessie, born in July
Jerry and Lisa Young: twin boys, expected in August
Josh and Melissa Niesen: expected in September
Nelson and Alicia Gordon: expected in September
Stephan and Anelda Clancy: expected in October
Daniel and Felicia Phillips: expected in November
Matthew and Breanna Borlase: twins, expected in January
Justin and Kendra Ramsey: expected in January

Nurturing caregivers are needed in the infant and toddler rooms. If you would like volunteer, please do not hesitate 
contacting LindaKay Oberle, lindakay@nallave.org. We will have our next Parent Dedication on Oct. 16, with the required 
Legacy Class to prepare for Dedication on Sept. 25. Watch for details on registration.

In a couple of weeks, we will have a meal together after second service to celebrate the 
groundbreaking for our new church kitchen and storage. The gym floor renovation is expected to 
be complete, and it will be fun to see the new flooring.  

I believe it is important for us to take time to celebrate even these little projects, and let me tell 
you why.  

I grew up in a small church in Oklahoma that always seemed to struggle. From the very beginning, 
when my grandfather started the church, the congregation had trouble creating much of a footprint 
in its small town. A few faithful families worked hard to build the church and set out to establish 

a strong foundation for the future, but the truth is that there were few moments to celebrate over the decades and growth 
always seemed out of reach. There was never a need for more room or updated facilities. I came to realize the congregation 
was not able to plan for a bright future because it was simply trying to hold on and survive. 

I have been told a time or two by well-meaning believers that the look of a church building doesn’t matter that much. I 
disagree. You can tell a lot about the spirit of a church simply by walking around the building. You can discern the apathy of 
churches just holding on or the excitement of churches planning for the future. 

As someone who knows the feeling of growing up in an apathetic congregation, I can tell you how much joy it brings me to 
be a part of NABC. The building is a reflection of your love for the Lord and your excitement about the future. Those who 
visit have told me how much they appreciate the way our church members have sacrificed to keep up our facilities. When 
they walk through the halls, I know they see a church that has a present and a future to plan for. 

I want us all to celebrate more than just a new kitchen. I want us to celebrate the future. God has accomplished so much in 
and through this congregation over six decades and this project is a small reminder of the great work He will do in decades 
to come.

BABy BOOM! wElCOMINg NEw BABIEs by Kelly Jackson, family life and operations     
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Hot day, cool treat for three of the 12 kids who attended CentriKid Summer 
Camp in Bolivar, MO. Camp was the last week of July.
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SnapShotS

The Men’s Summer Softball team played Monday nights at Heritage Park in 
Olathe. The team comprised Nall members along with friends.
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the Main event Men’S 
conference
L i f e W a y ’ s 
annual men’s 
c o n f e r e n c e , 
The Main 
Event, is 
scheduled for 
Friday, Aug. 26, 
and Saturday, 
Aug. 27. 

Featured speakers include actor TC 
Stalings from the movie War Room, 
Johnny Hunt, Jonathan Evans as well 
as comedian Brad Stine.

The conference is hosted by First 
Baptist Church in Raytown. Tickets 
are $69 each (subsidies available). 
If interested, contact John Radliff, 
johnradliff4@gmail.com.

This annual women’s conference exists 
for women to spend time with God, 
become equipped to be the church in 
their daily life and, of course, to have 
some fun! 

This conference takes place Friday, 
Sept. 17, through Saturday, Sept. 18, at 
Webster Conference Center in Salina, 
KS. The featured speaker is Janelle 
McIlvain Irwin, and the worship leader is 
Ellie Holcomb. The cost is $95 including 
lodging and meals at Webster. 

Registration deadline is Aug. 7. If 
interested, contact Marie Clark, or sign 
up online at: www.nallave.org/women.

Wonderful Weekend 
for WoMen

With the old CLC/gym floor tile removed, workers level the concrete 
underneath, July 26.
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aWana 2016–17 noW open for regiStration

The CLC/Gym floor is currently being replaced. The project is 
expected to be completed the second week of August.

Around this time, construction on the new kitchen is expected to 
begin as well. 

To mark the start of construction, Nall will have a Groundbreaking 
Celebration in the CLC/gym on Sunday, Aug. 14, at NooN. Sandwiches 
and drinks will be served. Attendees are asked to bring a side or 
dessert. RSVP to the office, 913-432-4141, julie@nallave.org. 

Construction on the new kitchen is expected to take several months. 
However, the CLC/gym and current kitchen will remain in use during 
the project. Wednesday Night Dinners and other ministry use is 
anticipated to continue as planned. 

As of July 28, the Feed My Sheep campaign has offset $157,530 of the estimated $350,000 in line of credit needed to cover 
the costs of replacing the CLC floor, building a new kitchen and converting the current kitchen into storage space.

feed My Sheep update: groundbreaking celebration scheduled for aug. 14

Last year, more than 50 families from Nall and the community enrolled in Awana, 
translating to more than 100 children coming to hear, celebrate and learn the Word 
of God. Using a combination of game time, praise and devotion time, and Scripture 
memory work time, Awana helps children strengthen their faith—and make new friends.

Registration for the 2016–17 year is now open.

Awana meets 6:30 to 8 pm, Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 7. Children age 3 (by Aug. 
31) through 8th grade are welcome to join. The yearly fee is $25 per child, and it 
includes each child’s uniform, handbook and awards.

More information and registration can be found at: www.nallave.org/awana.
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MopS open houSe iS aug. 18

Know a mom of preschoolers in need of fellowship? The Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
annual Open House is Thursday, Aug. 18, 6–8 pm, in the Foyer. The open house is a great 
way to learn more about MOPS, which is designed for moms with children ages newborn 
through kindergarten.

All moms, regardless of faith background, are welcome at MOPS, a community ministry 
program aimed at encouraging moms to find God’s heart in the midst of the daily grind of 

motherhood. Registration is $60 per semester (Fall/Spring). Child care is available. Homeschool room is available for 
older siblings.

More information about MOPS can be found at: www.nallave.org/mops.
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UpcomiNg EvENts
mission Kc, July 30–Aug. 4
Local missions week. Projects at various 
locations and times.

Noisy offering for Kids, Aug. 7
Children encouraged to bring coins to 
service to drop in the collection plate.  
Part of Feed My Sheep campaign.

JoY Luncheon, Aug. 11
11:30 am. Young singing sensation 
Pollyanna Ryzhak from Ukraine will 
perform. Due to flooring replacement, the 
luncheon will be in the Foyer (catered).

groundbreaking celebration, Aug. 14
NooN, CLC/Gym. To mark the beginning 
of the new kitchen construction. RSVP 
to the office. Sandwiches and drinks 
served. Bring side or dessert.

mops open House, Aug. 18 
6–8:00 pm, Foyer. Open to all moms 
interested in Mothers of Preschoolers. 
More on page 4.

main Event men’s conference, Aug. 
26 and 27
At First Baptist Church in Raytown. See 
more on page 3. 

Wednesday Night Dinner and 
Discipleship resumes, sept. 7
Watch for list of adult studies. Awana 
registration underway, see page 4.

JoY, LovE AND fAitH iN EtHiopiA by Kim Jeffers, students

Just today someone asked me if Ethiopia is as sad as what the media often 
portrays it to be. If you ask anyone from the recent Ethiopia mission trip, they 
would say no. The people of Ethiopia often carry themselves with a contagious, 
indescribable Joy. You leave that land feeling filled with it. Where does their joy 
come from? They are in a place where all they have is the Lord. Tangible items 
are minimal if not completely scarce, but they have the Lord, which constantly 
proves to be enough. 

And He was enough for us too. In extreme culture differences, curve balls were 
bound to come our way. We certainly experienced that. We thought we were 
going to assist a children’s camp, but the first day we found out we were there 
to run the camp, of more than 90 kids, with 10 volunteers, who didn’t speak the 
language and had few resources. We realized we felt ill-prepared, but we had 
the Lord. And He was enough. We excelled! Similarly, Dr. Joyce Simon and her 
nurse Naomi used what resources they could find to provide for the medical 
needs of the more than 30 women who never thought they would ever receive 
the kind of medical care they needed.

We didn’t always know what the Ethiopian people were saying or thinking, but we 
all understood each other through the language of love. The way Ethiopians love 
is what made many of us sad to leave their country. They have nothing, but they 
share everything. We want to love that way here in the States!

Even in our woes getting to and from Ethiopia–—and we had a lot of woes—we 
saw the goodness of the Lord. In those challenges and setbacks, we had lots of 
opportunities to learn and to live the character of the Lord. Often. Grace, mercy, 
compassion and patience. In one example, we raced to our gate to get on our 
connecting flight in Germany, only to be told we could not board because they 
could not hold the plane any longer. I turned to the group and told them to pray 
to the One who controls all. Within 20 seconds, we had boarding passes in hand 
and started boarding. We saw direct answer to prayer!

We look forward to sharing more with the church about this mission. Thanks for 
sending us and being a part of equipping us with the Lord!  

vENDors soUgHt for 
WiNtEr WoNDErmArt

The third annual vendor fair benefitting 
the Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
group at Nall is scheduled for Saturday, 
Nov. 12, 9 am to 4 pm. Vendors of all kinds 
are welcome to register. Fees are $25 for 
a shared table, $50 for a full (8-foot) table 
and $50 for floor space. 

Registration fees benefit the MOPS 
group, which ministers to young moms in 
the church and community. 

Learn more: www.nallave.org/mops.
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Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

ADDrEss sErvicE rEQUEstED

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

    

pErioDicALs postAgE pAiD At
sHAWNEE missioN, KANsAs

regular Weekly Activities

sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch
      
mondays
     6:30 &  Softball teams play
     7:30 pm

tuesdays
      9:30 am Breaking Free Women’s  
   Bible Study

Wednesdays                
      4:30 pm   Staff Meeting 
     6:30 pm Fast Track study (until  
   Aug. 10)
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August Activities

   1-4  Mission KC          
      9  KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm 
    11  JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am  
    14  Groundbreaking Celebration,  
   NooN

    18  MOPS Open House, 6 pm

    21  Deacons Meeting, NooN

          Team and Committee Meetings,  
   begin at 4 pm    
    26  Main Event Men’s Conference  
   begins

 Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the church 
office.

Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

Aug. 7: T Harry’s, 11817 College Blvd., Overland Park

Aug. 14: Groundbreaking Celebration

Aug. 21: Olive Garden, 6750 W. 95th St., Overland Park

Aug. 28: Chipotle, 6864 Johnson Dr., Mission

About Nall call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

special assistance: David and Nita Tomlinson

photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Kelly 
Jackson, Kim Jeffers, John Radliff
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GriefShare is traditionally designed for those experiencing 
grief. This fall, GriefShare will be presented from the 
perspective of equipping participants to reach out to 
others when they are hurting. If you have a heart for 
grieving people, or would like to be part of the GriefShare 
ministry team, this study is for you. The eight-week study 

includes videos, workbooks and an overview of the grieving process. The study 
begins Sept. 7. If you have any questions, contact DeAnna Lang, dlsngs4jc@
yahoo.com, or Roy Dennington, roy@semichem.com. 

griEfsHArE HAs NEW LooK
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