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A FOREST OF NUTMEG FOR A BIG APPLE by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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What has value today may not always have the same value tomorrow. One of the most difficult 
things about investing well is learning what will keep its value in the future. I suppose the onset 
of mutual funds tells us that most of us are not qualified to make those types of judgments about 
future value and so we must hedge our bets, so to speak. In the early 1600s Great Britain and 
Holland were vying for control of the valuable Spice Islands in the East Indies which were, at one 
time, considered prize possessions because of the nutmeg and cloves found there. At one time 
these spices were worth more than gold. Nutmeg was especially valuable not only for its taste, 
but it was also believed to cure the plague. In 1616, British captain Nathaniel Courthope staked a 
claim on the tiny Island of Run (eastern end of Indonesia today), which contained at that time one 
of the world’s only known nutmeg forests. Courthope was able to fend off Dutch attacks for nearly 
four years before he was murdered and they took the island by force in 1620. The British, who 

maintained the island of Run was rightfully theirs, continued to wage war with the Dutch.  

After many more years of conflict the two sides were ready to come together to sign a treaty. The Island of Run, and 
specifically the nutmeg forest, was still a major bone of contention between the two sides. Holland’s government, along with 
the very profitable and public Dutch East India Company, continued to clamor for control of the island. To claim the island 
they decided to sweeten the deal for Great Britain. The Dutch had rights to another remote island in another part of the 
world. They were willing to throw this island, inhabited at the time by only a handful of people, into the larger deal if only the 
Brits would take the offer. The name of this remote, sparsely populated island is today known everywhere at the Big Apple. 
The Dutch traded a forest of nutmeg, a spice soon to be greatly devalued, for what became Manhattan, New York.  The 
irony should not be lost on us. In pursuit of riches the Dutch traded away what is now some of the most valuable real estate 
in the world, not to mention the center of international trade and wealth. It is difficult to know when and where to invest for 
future value.

Is there a point to this real story of war and nutmeg?  I think we struggle mightily with what to value in this life. We struggle 
to know where to truly invest. So often we sacrifice the most valuable things in the future for what seems valuable to us in 
the moment. There is no greater investment than our relationship with Christ. Perhaps we need to consider sacrificing some 
forests of nutmeg in order to invest in this place of greatest value.

IN RESPONSE TO A HOPELESS GENERATION by Lewis Jones, interim minister of students
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Last month, I wrote about the hopelessness response many students convey toward the world they 
live in. The Lord has placed a burden on my heart for our students, to help address this response 
and provide care. The Lord also continues to bring me back to this: confidence. In my previous 
article, I encouraged us to point students to Jesus in the midst of this hopelessness because He 
alone is the giver of life, the great physician who can heal, the wonderful counselor who brings a 
message of Hope because of the Gospel. This confidence should not only come from knowing 
Jesus, the Son of the Living God, but also through the affirmation of a student’s saving relationship 
through Christ and their new identity in Christ.

The students have been studying Ephesians, and we have been talking about where we find our identity. Do we find our 
identity in our achievements? In safety and comfort? In the relationships we have with others? In our status? If we place 
our worth and identity in any of these and something happens to change our status, or the relationship ends, or we weren’t 
able to meet an achievement, hopelessness is right around the corner. Not so if we place our identity in Christ and who He 
says we are. In and through Him, we are new, saved, adopted, blessed, forgiven, heard, gifted, reconciled, loved, victorious.  

Does any of this mean difficult times will not continue to be a factor or that circumstances of this fallen world will not depress 
us? Of course not. As people of God, we must be willing to listen and empathize with those around us, especially our 
students and anyone needing direction, and point them to who Christ is and the confidence we can have in who believers 
are in Christ.



Volunteers assemble Easter baskets for homebound members at the annual 
Build a Basket Luncheon, March 18. In all, 27 baskets were delivered this 

Easter season.
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SNAPSHOTS

Liz Reed and son, Zeke, enjoy a snuggle at the MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) meeting, March 1.
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TRIVIA NIGHT 
FUNDRAISER

Shana Rains (right) leads the third- through sixth-grade Core Group in an 
illustrative exercise to correspond with their lesson, March 25.

What are Nall’s vision and values? 
How does Southern Baptist doctrine 
compare with other denominations? 
Does Pastor Joe make all the decisions 
for the church? These questions and 
more are addressed in the three-
session Nall 101 class. 

This class is highly recommended for 
those who are new to Nall. 

Nall 101 starts Sunday, April 15, with 
a luncheon after second service. The 
class continues at 9:30 am on Sundays, 
April 22 and 29. 

Register: www.nallave.org/nall101.

WELCOME, NEW 
MEMBERS

Daniel Giron (church member)

Keith Anstine (Core Group)

NALL 101 BEGINS

Teams of eight will compete to be the 
new trivia champs. Friday, April 13,    
6–9 pm, CLC/Gym. $20 per person; 
reserve an entire 8-person table for 
$160. Dress up in sports gear to earn 
extra points. Light refreshments served. 
Child care available with registration. 

Go to www.nallave.org/trivianight to 
get your tickets. Proceeds go to the 
scholarship fund for kids and youth 
summer camp.
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‘WHO KNEW HOW MUCH I NEEDED THIS?’: MY DISCIPLESHIP STORY               
by Nancy Shipley
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I was a bit leery when I was approached one Sunday and asked 
to coffee by my now intentional leader, Heidi Langford. At our first 
meeting I bluntly asked her what her motive was in wanting to meet 
with me. Without skipping a beat, she replied that she’d just come 
back from a conference in Idaho where they challenged participants 
to make disciples who would make disciples. That began our journey 
of weekly discipling.

We quickly got into a groove and I began to crave our time together, 
because I knew that at each meeting I’d be challenged, loved, 
befriended, held accountable and connected. I had established some 
good habits since joining Nall including: Wednesday night dinner 
fellowship and Bible study, and regular Sunday morning worship and 
offering. But Heidi encouraged me in other spiritual habits including 
prayer journaling, daily Bible reading, ministering to others and Bible verse memorization. One of the passages we 
memorized is Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” Some of these fruits come easier to me, and I’ve found these verses to be a good way to help 
me gauge my growth in the others, like patience. Practicing patience with a spiritually dead co-worker has been a wonderful 
challenge. She’s on my heart as I begin thinking about those that God will ask me to disciple. 

I have begun ministering to others at Advice and Aid, a faith-centered crisis pregnancy center. I’ve also grown in self-control, 
specifically when it comes to social media. I’m in the minority of those who enjoy a little conflict and Facebook is rife for this. 
My arguments may be valid and informative, but they rarely affect anybody for eternity, so that is now my guiding principle.

Who knew how much I needed this? I guess God knew.

INTERSTED IN BEING DISCIPLED? 

Contact Kelly Jackson for help in finding a discipler: kelly@nallave.org / 913-432-4141.

NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH UPDATE

Neighborhood Church is a local church plant Nall helped support financially 
and with resources during its launch year. The church meets in the gym of 
Pawnee Elementary, the neighborhood school near 95th and Quivira that is 
within walking distance from the home of Pastor Dave Partin and his family. 

On March 18, Pastor Dave was ordained by local pastors and leaders of the 
church’s association. The night involved friends sharing stories of Dave’s 
ministry and love for Jesus, worship and prayer over the whole Partin family. 
The church also started four women’s discipleship groups last month that 
involve almost every woman in the community. The church now has a total of 
seven discipleship groups where adults are growing in their faith. Additionally, every Thursday night on the playground of 
Pawnee Elementary, around 35 families gather for soccer practice through the city’s soccer program. Four teams practice 
at the same time, and all four coaches love Jesus and the kids they coach. Half of the kids and families do not attend church 
yet, but church members are building relationships to begin sharing the love of Jesus with them. Pray for Thursday nights 
as 100 kids and adults are at the school.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Coffee, April 2
6:30 am, HyVee, 95th & Antioch. All 
men welcome.

JOY Luncheon, April 12
11:30 am, CLC/Gym. Mark 
Miller, minister of worship and 
administration, will sing. Bring 
potluck dish or $4 contribution.

Trivia Night FUNdraiser, April 13
See details on Page 3.

Nall 101 begins April 15
See details on Page 3.

Awana Grand Prix, April 25
6:30 pm, CLC/Gym. All welcome to 
watch Awana clubbers compete in a 
pinewood derby race.

Youth Serve Night, April 25
6:30 pm. Meet in Youth Area for 
prayer then split into teams to serve 
people in church and community.

MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT: FEED THE HUNGRY

Ten percent of Nall’s World Missions offering 
is designated for Feed the Hungry, a faith-cen-
tered nonprofit focused on meeting the physical,     
emotional and spiritual needs of people in crisis. 
Founded in 1987 by missionary Lester Sumrall, 
Feed the Hungry uses an intentional pastor-to-
pastor, church-to-church strategy to distribute 
food and supplies to hurting communities around 
the world. 

Recipients receive not only food, but also the Good News of the Gospel. For every 
dollar given to Feed the Hungry, 93 cents goes directly to program services. 

To learn more about Feed the Hungry, go to www.FeedTheHungry.org. 

Nall’s World Missions offering is given to the Kansas-Nebraska Convention of South-
ern Baptists, who distributes contributions to the designated organizations.
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NEW SONG FOCUSES ON CONFESSING 
BROKENNESS by Mark Miller, minister of worship 
and administration

How often are we hesitant to reveal our brokenness to 
others? So often we come to church and hide our faults under 
our church clothes or hold our confessions under our pious 
prayers.

The problem in thinking that we can hide out forever is God’s 
ability to see the depths of our hearts. In 1 Samuel 16:7 it 
says, “… for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  

So, if Nall is going to be a church that sees transformation through discipleship, it has 
to start with a heart that is honest with God.  

The Worship Ministry will be sharing a song made popular by Elevation Worship Band 
called “Give Me Faith.” It is a very honest song that leads its singer in confessing their 
ultimate brokenness and desperate need for faith in God. 

Sample lyrics: 
I need you 
to soften my heart
and break me apart
I need you 
to pierce through the dark
and cleanse every part of me
and all I am 
I surrender.

I encourage you to find the song on YouTube or your favorite music site, and make 
these words your honest prayer to God.  

GRADUATION SUNDAY
Graduation is quickly approaching 
for our Nall graduates and now we 
get to celebrate what God has done 
and is continuing to do in their lives!

Sunday, May 6, during the 10:45 am 
service, high school, college, and 
advanced degree graduates  will be 
recognized and receive a gift from 
the church. A short greeting time 
will follow in the Foyer. Afterwards, 
graduates and their families will 
enjoy a catered lunch.

If you or your student will be 
graduating in May or graduated this 
past December, and would like to 
be a part of this year’s graduation 
events, please contact Interim 
Minister of Students Lewis Jones 
(lewis@nallave.org / 913-432-4141) 
by Wednesday, April 25.
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Regular Weekly Activities
Sundays 
  8:15 am Worship
     9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Senior Singles Lunch  
   Bunch 
     4:00 pm     Senior Leadership Team
Tuesdays
      2:30 pm Staff Meeting

Wednesdays
      9:15 am   BSF Class Day
      5:00 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm Awana
   Bible Studies
     GriefShare
   NAMI Peer-to-Peer
    Youth Study
      7:00 pm Simply AA KC
     8:30 pm   Open Men’s Basketball

Saturdays
    10:00 am Simply AA KC
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April Activities     
      1   EastEr sunday

      2   Men’s Coffee/HyVee, 
   6:30 am 
      5   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am

    10   KC Rescue Mission, 5:30 pm      
   12   JOY Luncheon, 11:30 am 
   13   Trivia Night, 6–9 pm     
   15   Nall 101 Luncheon, noon

          Committee/Team Meetings, 4 pm  
   19   MOPS Meeting, 9:30 am 
   22   Nall 101, 9:30 am

   25   Awana Pinewood Derby, 6:30 pm  
    29   Nall 101, 9:30 am

           Core Group Luncheon   
   Refresher, noon

            
Note: The church building is used by 
various groups throughout the week. To 
check room or building availability, see the 
calendar on our website, or call the office.

Senior Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

April 1: Family time for Easter Sunday

April 8: Olive Garden, 6750 W 95th St., Overland Park

April 15: Chuy’s Tex-Mex, 11965 S. Strang Line Rd., Olathe

April 22: Chili’s, 5880 Antioch Rd., Merriam

April 29: China Garden, 5860 Antioch Rd., Merriam

About Nall Call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands.

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

Circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

Special assistance: David and Nita Tomlinson

Photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Lynnea 
Haim
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DEEPEST SYMPATHIES

We extend deepest sympathies to the friends and 
family of: 

Linda Kelly, 67, member since 1973, who passed 
away March 16.

Lydia Mann, 84, member since 2000, who passed 
away March 6.
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