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BASEBALL DREAMS by Joe Funderburk, senior pastor     
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If you heard an alarm go off while you were in the church building, 
would you know what to do? Would you know where to go or where to 
meet your children? Whether the alarm is for severe weather or for 
fire, it is important everyone knows what to do and where to go.

April is typically the start of the season for potentially severe weather 
in Kansas City. Tornadoes and severe thunderstorms are a possibility. 
Tornado warnings are signaled by the county’s outdoor siren system. 
If you are in the church when a tornado siren goes off, please move 
quickly and calmly to the closest basement without windows. The south 
side of the B wing (under the office) and the entire A wing (under the 
sanctuary) both offer windowless shelter. 

Children will be moved to the A wing basement. Parents are strongly 
encouraged to meet their children in the A wing rather than go to their child’s classroom. This will alleviate confusion and 
speed up the evacuation process.  

If a fire alarm sounds, without exception, please evacuate the building through the closest exit and congregate in the 
southeast corner of the parking lot, near the dumpster. When an all-clear is given, you may re-enter the building. Children 
will be evacuated to this location as well. Again, parents are strongly encouraged to evacuate rather than attempt to go to 
their child’s classroom. Please meet your child in the parking lot and notify their teacher if you choose to keep your child 
with you.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
With the start of baseball around the corner I thought I might tell you the story of Scott McClain.  
His whole life he had a dream: a packed big-league park, fans on their feet, Scott at the plate.  
With a powerful swing he would send the ball sailing over the wall for his first major league 
home run. Though he played minor league baseball around the country, his dream remained 
out of reach. He wondered many times if he was making a mistake. Even his family and friends 
wondered when he would give up. Nine years in, he finally got called up by Tampa Bay. 

He lasted a mere two days. It was a huge disappointment.

He spent the next two years in the minors and four years playing with a professional team in Japan. 
At the age of 33, he was too old to be considered anything other than a body in the system. All 

he wanted was one last chance to fulfill his dream, a dream he believed God had placed on his heart. He wondered, “God, 
why would You give me this dream if I couldn’t see it through?” Although he had a couple of great seasons in the minors, he 
did not seem any closer to his dream. 

Finally, at age 36, he got another shot. He started a game for the San Francisco Giants and hit well his first two at-bats. 
Then, in the sixth inning, he faced a pitcher he knew well from the minors. He knew how to read the pitcher and connected 
solidly on the third throw. The ball soared high and far over the left field wall. At last, his major league home run! He jogged 
slowly around the bases and took it all in, the cheers, the excitement. He would say, “It was not exactly the dream I started 
out with, but I wouldn’t trade it for anything in the world.”

If God gives us a dream, we must continue to trust Him until He brings it to fruition. Abraham and many others in the 
Bible knew well the pain of unfulfilled dreams, but that is where faith comes in. 

Our dream may not end as we had anticipated, but God is always faithful. When He truly calls us, He will make it happen.  

WHEN THE ALARM SOUNDS ... by Kelly Jackson, family life and operations     
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Ava Andersen (left), Quentin Salvino, Kate DeMint and Joey Shonkwiler at the 
empty tomb in the Palm Sunday Children’s Performance, March 20.
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SUGGEST A PROJECT 
FOR MEN’S WORK DAY
Know a Nall member who could use 
help with a home or lawn project? Have 
a need yourself?

Suggestions for possible projects are 
being collected through April 14. Submit 
your suggestion via the Response 
Cards in Sunday worship guides or by 
calling the office, 913-432-4141.

As many projects as possible will 
be undertaken on Men’s Work Day, 
scheduled for Saturday, April 30. Men 
who are interested in serving are 
also asked to volunteer through the 
Response Cards or the office.

WEDNESDAY NiGhT 
DiNNER MENUS
$6/person or $17 max per immediate 
family. Meals served with salad bar.

April 6—Cabbage rolls with sweet and 
sour tomato sauce, egg noodles, green 
peas with mushrooms, yellow cake and 
vanilla ice cream.

April 13—Beef taco bar, chicken 
enchiladas,  refried beans, Mexican rice 
and sopaipillas with vanilla ice cream. 

April 20—Sautéed breast of chicken 
with shiitake mushroom sauce, orzo 
pasta, broccoli, garlic bread sticks 
and strawberry ice cream cones with 
brownies.

April 27—Seafood ravioli with clam 
sauce, eggplant Parmigiana, spaghetti 
with meat sauce, garlic toast, sherbet 
with toppings and cupcakes. 

Please RSVP by the Sunday before 
the dinner you wish to attend using 
the Response Card in the Sunday 
worship guide or via www.NallAve.org/
Wednesdays. Standing reservations 
are welcome.

SNAPShOTS

Young travelers color their favorite name for Christ on a palm leaf during 
Road to the Resurrection, March 26. More than 170 people attended.

Larry and Sherry Rink at the Build a Basket Service Project luncheon, March 13. 
Project participants delivered 33 Easter baskets to homebound members.
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SPECiAl CAllED bUSiNESS MEETiNG FOR KiTChEN PROJECT 
Members are encouraged to attend a Special 
Called Business Meeting at 5 pm on Sunday, 
April 24, to vote on a proposed fundraising 
campaign to move forward with the new 
kitchen project. 

The project would be initially funded through 
a construction loan. Nall has a strong history 
of paying off loans quickly; as such, the 
Special Called Business Meeting will be 
for the congregation to approve a special 
offering through the remainder of 2016 to 
pay off the entire project by year-end. 

The current kitchen was part of the original 
CLC/gym construction 38 years ago. Use 
of the kitchen has changed and increased 
thanks to various fellowship ministries, most 
notably Wednesday Night Dinners. However, 
the aging equipment and limited space of the 
current kitchen have presented challenges.

In 2015, the Properties Committee presented a proposal to the congregation to build out a new kitchen, and the congregation 
voted in favor of the project. 

Since then, much has happened behind the scenes to finalize designs, collect construction bids and seek necessary city 
approvals. The new kitchen will be approximately 20 percent larger than the current one, include direct access for food 
deliveries and provide a new convection oven, fryer and dishwashing system. The current kitchen will be converted into 
much-needed storage. 

VOiCES: John Forbes, “i thought i knew everything a guy should know”
I am in the process of finishing a Wednesday Night class called a Man and 
His Design. I was a little worried about the title of the reading material. I 
wasn’t sure what I was getting into. I can tell you this is one of the best 
classes Nall Avenue has presented. It was exactly the class I needed. 

I am going on 75 years old, and I thought I knew everything a guy should 
know. 

Well, I was wrong.

As the class met every Wednesday night, the members of the class became 
closer. We talked, we listened and we learned from each other. I don’t want 
the class to end. I believe the others in the class feel the same way. We 
want to continue to meet and talk and pray. Men need to meet with men 
and discuss our role in life.

I still have a lot to learn, and honestly, I am not getting any younger. So for me, it has to be now.

Want to share your testimony in Voices? Contact Sara, sara@nallave.org / 913-432-4141.
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UpcoMInG EvEnts
Faith path kickoff lunch, April 3
NooN, CLC/gym. For parents with kids 
ages newborn through teen. RSVP 
required: www.NallAve.org/FaithPath. 

Men’s coffee, April 4 
6:30 am. Upstairs café inside HyVee, 95th 
and Antioch. 

nall 101 begins, April 10
NooN, CLC/gym. Three-session class 
for those new to Nall. Register online at 
www.NallAve.org/Events.

JoY Luncheon, April 14
11:30 am. Featuring the humor and 
Southern Gospel music of Grandpa John 
and Debbie. Bring a potluck dish or $4.

Mops mini photo shoots, April 23
9 am to 3 pm. Open to all. $45 with 
reservation; $60 at door. Register at 
www.NallAve.org/Events.

special called Business Meeting, 
April 24
5 pm. Vote on proposed fundraising for 
kitchen remodel. 

MIssIon ArLInGton rEcAp  by Kim Jeffers, students
The Lord is pretty serious about His world, and we want to be too. “the 
intensity of your desire to share the Gospel is a great indicator of your 
personal conversion” was our reflecting statement during our time at Mission 
Arlington in Texas. We discussed that if the Gospel is life for us then our 
life is living proof of the Gospel. We reflected on how the need for others to 
know the Gospel was important for us. Sometimes we get so comfortable in 
our safety net of Bible reading and church attending we forget the seemingly 
uncomfortable command to “go and make disciples.” In those uncomfortable 
times, the teenagers knew they had to rely on Christ and be even more 
confident in Him. They did just that, and I couldn’t have been prouder of them. 
I was in awe of the Lord because of His work in and through these teenagers. 

Thank you, Nall Avenue, for teaching them so they could teach others and for  
wanting to send them out to serve. Please keep praying for them, because the 
Lord is moving hearts like He moves mountains. 

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then below are many thousands of words 
about our time at Mission Arlington 2016. The staff there told us we are “the Six 
Flags to these kids.” Our students proved that to be true!

notes on upcoming Youth calendar: April Girls/Guys Hangout is cancelled. 
Wedensday Night study cancelled for May due to graduation ceremonies.

sUMMEr cAMps pLAnnEd

July 25-29, centriKid camp, Bolivar, 
Mo. For kids who have completed 2nd 
through 6th grade. Cost is $150. Learn 
more: www.NallAve.org/KidsCamp.

June 16-22, centrifuge Youth camp, 
Glorieta, N.M. Cost is $200; discount for 
second camper in same family. Learn 
more: www.fugecamps.com/centrifuge. 
Contact Kim Jeffers, 816-853-7420.
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Nall Avenue Baptist Church
6701 Nall Avenue
Prairie Village, Kansas 66208

AddrEss sErvIcE rEQUEstEd

The Nall Call (USPS 970-360) is published monthly.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:

Nall Avenue Baptist Church, 6701 Nall Ave,    

Prairie Village, KS 66208

    

pErIodIcALs postAGE pAId At
sHAWnEE MIssIon, KAnsAs

regular Weekly Activities

sundays 
    8:15 am     Worship
    9:30 am   Core Groups
    10:45 am Worship
   12:00 pm Singles Lunch Bunch
      5:00 pm GriefShare 

Wednesdays
     9:00 am   Bible Study Fellowship 
   11:45 am   BSF Session II                
      4:30 pm   Staff Meeting
     5:30 pm   Wednesday Night Dinner
      6:30 pm   Classes/Awana 
     8:30 pm   Men’s Open Basketball 
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Monthly Activities

      3  Faith Path Luncheon NooN     
      4  Men’s Coffee 6:30 am     
      7  MOPS Meeting 9:30 am   
    10  Nall 101 begins NooN  
    12  KC Rescue Mission 5:30 pm  
   14  JOY Luncheon 11:30 am 
   21  MOPS Meeting 9:30 am  
   23  mopS mini photo shoots,   
          starting at 9 am   
   24  Special Called Business Meeting  
          5 pm

    30  Men’s Work Day, time TBA

Note: The church building is used by 
various outside and internal groups 
throughout the week which are not 
listed here. To check room or building 
availability, see the calendar on our 
website, or call the church office.

Single AdultS lunch Bunch

Sundays at noon. Family and friends welcome.

April 3: Olive Garden, 6750 W. 95th Street, Overland Park

April 10: Sweet Tomatoes, 8505 College Blvd., Overland Park

April 17: Pie Five Pizza, 6909 Johnson Dr., Mission

April 24: T. Harry’s, 11817 College Blvd., Overland Park

spEcIAL tHAnKs
Nancy Mahler thanks all who sent 
cards and flowers and offered prayers 
during her recent hospitalization and 
rehab. A special thank-you to Jean 
and Larry Rosenow.

WELcoME nEW MEMBEr
Welcome, Toni Friend, to Core Group 
membership. 

vBs planned for June 26–30
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for Sunday, 
June 26, through Thursday, June 30, 6–8:30 pm 
each day.

The topic this year is Submerged! Finding Truth 
Below the Surface. Kids will discover that Jesus 
didn’t just see what’s on the outside of people. 
He looked deep down on the inside.

VBS is designed for kids 3 years old through 6th grade. Registration is free and 
opens May 1.

Volunteers needed. Roles vary, from check-in to teacher to games leader. Contact 
Kelly Jackson, kelly@nallave.org or 913-432-4141.

AWAnA spArKIEs pLAcE At 
rEGIonAL GAMEs

A group of 24 Sparkies (elementary- 
age children) from Nall’s Awana 
program competed in a variety of team 
games at the March 5 Awana Regional 
Games at KCK Community College. 
They placed second. Congratulations!

About nall call
Nall Call is distributed via mail, email and web, and is 
the work of many hands:

Editor/Writer: Sara Brunsvold, sara@nallave.org

circulation and copy editing: Julie Italiano, 
julie@nallave.org

special assistance: Linda Coppenbarger, Carol 
Crawford, Nita and David Tomlinson

photography this issue: Sara Brunsvold, Kim  
Jeffers, John Radliff
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